


THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON

JUN 28 2002
Mr. Pat Tillman
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Dear Mr. Tillman:
I heard that you were leaving the National Football D
League to become an Army Ranger.
It is a proud and p:atriotic thing you are doing.
With best wishes,
Sincerely,
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W THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

\ WASHINGTON
JUN 26 2@
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Dear| 1
Thanks so much for sending along the article from
the Tribune. 1had not seen it.
You are quite right—this fellow, Pat Tillman,
sounds, like a world-classrAmerican. We’re lucky to have
him.
I hope things are going well for you.
With my best wishes,
=
~~"Sincerely,
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- THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON

March 29, 2006

The Honorable Michael Honda
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Honda: |
Thank you for the letter you signed with your colleagues

regarding the investigation into the circumstances surrounding
Corporal Patrick Tillman's death.

I share your concern and dismay over how this tragic
situation has been handled and look forward to the findings of the
comprehensive investigation currently underway. I appreciate
your taking the time to write and have shared your letter with Dr.
Francis J. Harvey, Secretary of the Army.

With best wishes,

Sincerel)'r,

yw

0SD 04900-0.

WGt

90 “n/ L




THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
. WASHINGTON

March 29, 2006

The Honorable Ike Skelton
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Ike:

. Thank you for the letter you signed with your colleagues .
regarding the investigation into the circumstances surrounding
Corporal Patrick Tillman’s death.

I share your concern and dismay over how this tragic
situation has been handled and look forward to the findings of the
comprehensive investigation currently underway. 1 appreciate
your taking the time to write and have shared your letter with
Dr. Francis J. Harvey, Secretary of the Army.

With best wishes,

Sincerel);,
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w - THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ' I
\ WASHINGTON

March 29, 2006

The Honorable Christopher Shays
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Shays:

Thank you for the letter you signed with your colleagues
regarding the investigation into the circumstances surrounding
- Corporal Patrick Tillman’s death.

I share your concern and disinay over how this tragic
situation has been handled and look forward to the findings of the
comprehensive investigation currently underway. I appreciate
your taking the time to write and have shared your letter with
Dr. Francis J. Harvey, Secretary of the Army.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON

March 29, 2006

The Honorable Dennis Kucinich
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Kucinich:

: " Thank you for the letter you signed with your colleagues
. regarding the investigation into the circumstances surrounding
. Corporal Patrick Tillman’s death.

I share your concern and dismay over how this tragic -
situation has been handled and look forward to the findings of the
comprehensive investigation currently underway. 1 appreciate
your taking the time to write and have shared your letter with
Dr. Francis J. Harvey, Secretary of the Army.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,
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June 25,2002 3:39 PM

.’

TO: Tom White
FROM: Donald Rumsfeld D""

SUBJECT: Pat Tillman

ohC

Here is an article on a fellow who is apparently joining the Rangers. He sound

like he is world-class. We might want to keep our eye on him.

Thanks.

Atach.
Isaacson, Melissa. “Marching to His Own 1deals,” Chicago Tribune, 06/02/02

DHR.dh
062502-71

——————

Please respond by
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March 13,2006 °
TO: Fran Harvey

CC: Gordon England

FROM: Donald Rumsfeld :Dl -

SUBJECT: Letter of Apology to the Tillman Family

Attached is an article from the Arizona Republic on Tillman. [ would think you or
Pete would want to call and/or write a letter of apology to the family, and have it
published. This situation has been handled very poorly. It is not acceptable, and
you may want to say that. If you agree, you‘will need to set about fixing the
system or process that produced this most unfortunate situation.

Please report back to me on what action you decide to take.

Thanks.

Attach: 3/9/06 Arizona Republic article by E.J. Montini "If Tillman Were Your
Son, Would You "Let This Thing Go?"

DHR.ss
031306-14

Please Respond By 03/30/06

—-FOUO -
0SD 05173-06




If Tillman Were Your Son, Would You 'Let This Thing Go%? Page 1 of2

Arizona Republic (Pheenix)
March 9, 2006

If Tillman Were Your S(m, Wcmld You 'Let This ’Eﬂng GO'?

By B.J. Montini

Earlier this week a guy leﬁaqucaﬁononmyvotcemaﬂ ﬂmtlmnmqnahﬁedtom,soleommed
one of the fcwpenplewhoxs.MmyTillmm,Pat’smotbur ) _

Each ummmwawdmhpmmﬂmemmﬂthwmmmxeMﬂmmm
telephoned. He said, T see that you idiots int the'néws are gdk:gtomakeabigdea}wer‘mfman't deﬂh
- again.'Why don't you just letﬁnsthiﬁew‘? wﬂinpoorguymtmpeace

It had been announced over the weekcudmatﬂm Dofense Department's inspector: general had ordared
the Ay to opsn a criminal inguity into the death of Cpl. Tlllmm

Tﬂhnmwashlledbyﬁxmdlyﬁrenmf@nmﬁanmzom 'I‘.herahnvebmmeralmlitary
investigations into his death. Noms has satiafied his family. Tcmmmmwmﬂmm
remain, not just about Tillman's dessh bug the poseible cover-up fhiat followed. We kitiw now thattits .
Army at first kept the fact that Tiftman'was killed-hy friendly fire from his own brofher, who Wwas & part: -
of the same unit. Then.tho Armiy kegft the news from hig family. Thcnltkzptthsnzwsﬁomallofus,
ﬂbwhgrmmmsmwahyuhvmdﬁmualmgoﬁwmardbmdnnube.

vaafterallofthnt, peoplesay’zhatmint&emedtuhouldletit g0. 8o lns!md Mwmmwm
thought.

"Ireaﬂyohieotmpeoplewhosaythhgxlikeﬂm,"ahztoldme “Ifxtwemﬂmrchﬁd,maymntdnoﬂet
it go, At leaxt T hope not. And the factthat the government and tlie military have:nsed Pat ever since hre
died is really a tragedy. Evezy fumiily deserves the right 16.get the truth. Pat, more than any ofiver seldier,
has been explpited. No othisr soldier has beerc used the way Pat has bean used. He was a very hotiorable
person. He was very humble. He hiad an-oppertunity to leave the military for miilions to play football
But he stayed. Pat has g right and we have the: ﬁghtmknowthettmh.lfthcyarplyingaboﬁtl’at,mvn
they are lying about other soldiers."

We don't want to believe that auoh things happen. but they-do.

Ymspeoplewithamofhmowandpamoﬁmhavelosttheirhmmwvicewﬂ)euomyonly
tomemmeormemmwideanbymmmmwmhwdwm

For exatple, there ig this story- oth,KmqﬁBannﬂ of thé Sen Prancigeo dtes: Mwethanty&!‘lﬁar
msmomazwasmmmnuamwumnaawmgammﬁnﬁgmmmmhmwlm
thﬂhadxadaﬁw&amaohmegunohmmmmkﬂmd.

Axtd there is the story of Spec. Jesse Btmof%mwmw wetoldﬂwxhede&inaw

Bocident when in fact hé was killed by ety Kre, by troops fromy o dfmna]ﬁwﬂm:
m about those incidents demi’oe‘howﬁb s of both soldiers had in Wﬁem

hﬁmmsmmmdmmeﬂmﬁymum mmmmﬁwm

o mqufm:dmmwezmammsm
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If Tillman Were Your Son, Would You 'Let This Thing Go'?- . Page2of2

investigation. They were surprised when news leaked abgut the-criminal probs.

She said that the family was trying not 4o speak publicly about the case until it-was eonch;ded,but she .
felt compelled at loast to comment on the Jatest news.

"FcranybodywhoknowsPa:ﬂuahaabmhmﬂmahng, she said. "Hewasmmanﬂyhonm
person. I don't think the kid ever lied. Bewouldhsvewmdall of ths truth ¥ come out. Thobadanﬂ
the good. He deserves that much.”

Until that happetis, none of us should bewilling to "Just let this thing go.”
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TO: Fran Harvey
FROM:  Donald Rumsfeld ")’
SUBJECT: Response to Death of Corporal Tillman

Here is an article on the death of Corporal Tillman. How in the world can that be
explained? '

Attach, Bookman, Jay. "Tillman Death: Army Still Trips Over Cover-Up,”
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, March 13, 2006, p. 11.

DHR.dh
031406-02

Please Respond By March 23, 2006

—FOUo—

0SD 05174~




Tillman Death: Army Still Trips Over Cover-Up Page 1 of 2

.

Atlanta Journal-Constitution
March 13, 2006
Pg. 11

Tillman Death: Army Still Trips Over Cover-Up
By Jay Bookman

The honor code is carved into stone at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point: "A cadet will not lie,
~ cheat, steal, or tolerate those who do.”

The words express the integrity expected of those who lead our men and women into battle, and they
have a purpose: Officers who cannot be trusted have no place in positions of responsibility, not when the
consequences of such a character flaw can be death, not when the American people put such confidence
in those in uniform.

But somehow, it is hard to square that admirable code of honor with the Army's behavior in the Pat
Tillman case. It is not merely individual officers — from lowly captains to three-star generals -- who
apparentlyfalledto tell the truth about what happened to the former NFL star in the hills of Afghanistan.
The deception is 50 broad that it implicates the Army as an institution.

Tilkman's story is heartbreaking. After the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, he rejected a $3.6 million contract
from the NFL's Arizona Cardinals to enlist, alongthhhxsbrother as an Army Ranger. And while his
decision drew widespread media attention, Tillman refused all interview requests. To him, it wasa't
about the spotlight, it was about doing his duty.

But on April 22, 2004, Tillman was killed while onpa&olmﬂ:h:sumtnearﬂ:ePahntanborder
Immediately, the Army put out the word that he had died heroically, protecting his fellow soldiers in a
firefight.

A week later, Lt. Gen. John Abizaid, the head of U.S. Central Command, told the press that a day earlier
he had discussed "that firefight where Pat Tillman lost his life" with Tillman's platoon leader.

On April 30, the Amy posthumously awarded Tillman the Silver Star for bravery, stating that Tillman
died in & heroic charge up an enemy-held hill. "Corporal Tillman put himself in the line of devastating
enemy fire. . . . While mortally wounded, his audacious leadership and courageous example under fire
inspired his men to fight with great risk to their own personal safety, resulting in the enemy's withdrawal
and his platoon's safe passage from the ambush kill zone.”

The truth, though, was that Tillman had been killed by three bullets to the forchead fired by American
soldiers in a friendly fire accident, and Army officials knew it immediately. Officers on the scene knew
it, which may be why they ordered that Tillman's body armor and uniform be bumed. Abizaid knew it
when he made those comments to the press a week after Tillman's death. The officers who draﬁed the
false Silver Star citation knew it, too.

The truth, or at least some version of it, finally began to emerge on May 28, 2004, It's unlikely the
concession came voluntarily, given the elaborate lies the Anmy had spread earlier. Army officials
probably realized that the jig was up, that too many people knew the facts. Tillman's brother, for
exaniple, had been nearby when Tillman died, although he, too, had been lied to about what happened.

http://cbixd.aﬁs.mil/ebﬁledeZOOGOSlMZﬂZl.hhn] 3/14/2006




Tillman Death: Army Still Trips Over Cover-Up Page 2 of 2

Eventually, seven soldiérs in Tillman's unit were mildly punished for their role in his death. No one has
been punished for lying to the American people. But last week, the Army inspector general
recommended the launching of a fourth investigation into the tragedy. The goal is to explore possible
charges of gross negligence leading to Tillman's death, and to determine how the public was so misled.

Mistekes made in the heat of battle, out in the field, are a serious thing. But they are also part of war.
Calculated lies by military bureaucrats, aimed at the American public, are something else entirely.

And unfortunately, the Tillman case is just one of several cases raising questions about the credibility of
senior military officials.

For example, Maj. Gen. Geoffrey Miller, the former commander at the Guantanamo Bay prison camp,
has repeatedly denicd that he exported Guantanamo-style torture to Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq. But now
that two enlisted men at that famhty are bemg tried for prisoner abuse, Miller refuses to repeat that claim
under oath, citing his right not to incriminate himself,

In a related case, Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez denied to Congress that he had authorized abusive
interrogation techniques at Abu Ghraib. But later, a document sm'faced signed by Sanchez directly
contradicting that testimony.

In both cases, deception by general officers may be leaving their subordinates unfairly exposed to
prosecution. That's a far more serious breach of military honor than the Tillman affair, a breach that
strikes at the foundation of military discipline.

Jay Bookman is the deputy editorial page editor. His column appears Mondays and Thursdays.

http://ebird.afis.mil/ebfiles/e20060313422421.html -+ 3/14/2006
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