
THE SECRETA RY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 3, 2004 

Mrs. Patrick D. Tillman 

Dear Mrs. Tillman, 

On behalf of all of us at the Department of Defense, I 
extend our deepest sympathy on the loss of your husband. 

Corporal Pat Tillman made a unique decision to serve his 
country in the Global War on Terror. His valor brought a vivid 
reminder to all Americans of the valiant service of all our forces 
fighting in the Global War on Terror. Your husband's 
commitment to our nation and to the cause of freedom will not 
be forgotten. 

Please know that you and your family are in our thoughts 
and prayers during this difficult time. 

With deepest sympathy, 

Sincerely, 

oso "06510-04 
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Mr. Pat Tillman 

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

JUN 28 2002 

Dear Mr. Tillman: 

I heard that you were leaving the National Football "j 

League to become an Army Ranger . 

• 
It is a proud and patriotic thing you are doing. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

' .) 
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 

JUN 2& m 

Mr.l<b><s> 
(b)(6) 

D 
l(b)(6) I ~ ear 

Thanks so much for sending along the article from 
the Tribune. I had not se~n it. 

You are quite right-this fellow, Pat Tillman, 
sounds, like a world-class,American. We're lucky to have 
him. 

I hope things are going well_ for you. 

With my best wishes, 

~( 1 
{_// mcere y, 
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THE SECRETARY OF OEF'ENSE 
WASHINGTON 

-iJ 
(!) 

March 29, 2006 _.J: 

The Honorable Michael Honda 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Honda: 

Thank you for the letter you signed with your colleagues 
regarding the investigation into the circumstances sw.Tounding 
Corporal Patrick Tillman's death. 

I share your concern and dismay over bow this tragic 
situation has been handled and look forward to the findings of the 
comprehensive investigation currently underway. I appreciate 
your taking the time to write and have shared your letter with Dr. 
Francis J. Harvey, Secreiary of the Army. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 



.,_ 
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 
·. ~ 

The Honorable Ike Skelton 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Wuhington, DC 20515 

Dear Ike: 

March 29, 2006 

Thank you for ·the letter you signCd with your ~lleagues . 
regarding the investigation into the circumstances surrounding. 
~orporal Patrick Tillman's death. 

I share your concern and dismay over how this tragic 
s~tuation has been handled and look fo~ard to the findings of the 
comprehensive investigation currently underway. I appreciate 
your taking the time to write and have shared your letter with 
Dr. Francis J. Harvey, Secretary of the Army. 

Wi~ best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

oso 04900-06 
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...... THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

~ 

The Honorable ChriStopher Shays 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Shays: 

March 29, 2006 

Thank you for the letter you signed with your ~lleagu~ 
regarding the investigation into the circumstances surrounding 
Corporal Patrick Tillman's death. 

I share your concern and dismay over how this tragic 
situation has been·handled and look forward to the findings of the 
comprehensive investigation currently underway. I appreciate 
your taking the time to write and have shared your letter with 
Dr. Francis J. Harvey, Secretary of the Army. 

WitJ:l best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

oso 0~900-06 

© 



THE: SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Dennis Kucinich 
U.S. House of Representatives 
W~hingtoD, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Kucinich: 

March 29, 2006 

Thank you for the letter you signed with your colleagu~ 
regarding the investigation into the circumstances surrounding 
Corporal Patrick Tillman's death. 

I share your concern and dismay over how this tragic 
situation has b~n handled and look forward to the findings of the 
comprehensive investigation cmrently underway. I appreciate 
your taking the time to write and have shared your letter with 
Dr. Francis 1. Harvey, Secretaey of the Army. 

With best. wishes, 

Sincerely, 

---1'"1 

OSD 04900-06 
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June 25, 2002 3:39 PM 

., 

TO: Tom White 

FROM: Donaid Rumsfeld \)~· .. 

SUBJECT: Pat Tillman 

Here is an article on a fellow who is apparently joining the Rangers. He sound 

like he is \Vorld-class. \Ve might want to keep our eye on him. 

Thanks. 

Attach. 
Isaacson, Melissa. "Marching to His Own Ideals," Chicago Tribune. 06/02/02 

DHR.dh 
062502·11 
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Please respond by---------
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March 13, 2006 · 

TO: Fran Harvey 

CC: Gordon England 

FROM: Donald Rumsfeld 711. 
SUBJECT: Letter of Apology to the Tillman Family 

Attached is an article from the Arizona Republic on Tillman. I would think you or 

Pete would want to call.andlor write a letter of apology to the family, and have it 

published. This situation has been handled very poorly. It is not acceptable, and 

you may want to say that. If you agree, you will need to set about ftxing the 

system or process that produced this most unfortunate situation. 

~lease report back to me on what action you decide to take. 

Thanks. 

Attach: 3/9/06 Arizona Republic article by E.J. Montini "If Tillman Were Your 

Son, Would You "Let This Thing Go?" 

DHR..ss 
0313()6.14 
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Please Respond By 03/30/06 
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IfTillnian Were Your Son,. Would You 'Let this Thing Go'? 

Arizona RepubUc (Pheenix) 
March 9, 2006 

Pagol of-2. 

HTtlbilan Were Your ~-W~ You:'Let ntg __ QO;~t · · 
By B.J. Montini 

. . 

Earlier this weok ~ JUY left a que.atlon O:D-~-~ maii that I am not quaJifivd tO 8DSW'ar, J.O 1·~e4 
one of the few poople who·i~ Ma&y·~ ~ats-m.othfl. . . . : · ·. 

. . 
Bach t1mcl there is a .w t:leVelO~ in~~:rillmea-.,:1 hear fto)D-peopJe like the mala~- _, ·.: . . 
telepbon~Hesaid,"Iseethatyoll·idiobJ .. fn.the~.areg()lq-iolnP.:e.a·bigitea}O\'Ir~'a·(ltidi 
-again. 'Why .don't youjuat lettbia -:~ leJthel)OOr ·PY rest in.~~" •. . . 

It. had becm BDDOUD'*' over tho weeb.od 1b8t1ho Def~ Dep81'tmf;ttlt'a inspector· general bad~ . 
the Amry to opon. a crimiDal itut~ ~ fJlo ·death ofCpL TiUmm · · 

. . . . : 

Tillman~ killed by frumdly fire.hr Af~.m.~~. Th~~to bem.evd ~taay· :·· . · · ..... ·.: · 
inve&tlgadons into his death. NOne·~ laeiJ.t1ed his ~1; T~.:them,-~ ~ ~~- . 
mnatn, ~tjlJSt aboUt '11Jhnan's d~;~ ~ poasib~~ ·oover-t&p Jtiat folloWed. We kiitwi now~· . 
Army. fint kept the &ct ~·t;tttpaa~"'as·killod;&y. ftitnd~Y BJ;t.~ hi'S 0\Wl brqf)utt. who was a pllrt· 
of the same UDit. TheJJ. the Army keln-ttm·~ fi'61ll hi$ falbily. Then it kept tbc 'DIWI tiom. all of111; 
allowing Ttlhnan's natiooally teleYiaecl-~· to.&O ~.~ased on a lie. · · · 

Even der all of that, peop~& say1'bat·~~:~·~Mdf&~let-ft ga. So l.askeci;M~'l'iJltluai:whaf ~ 
~ought. · · · 

. . 
"I really object to people who say, tbiDp like tha~" Idle told ·me. JJff it were Qteir ~~·:thoY Weliht JK!t.let · 
it go, At least I hope not..A'Dd·th6·fad-~ the go~·~ tlie·miHtaey,;·bavo:Dad Pat~~ be 
~ is really a traged)l. Bvczy ~ ~es tJ;ae Jiiht. tO·--the· truth. ~at,~ 1haD ~-OfJiar soldier, 
&. been explpikd. No other so~bas·beeuused the way Pat bas· been ~ed. He was av..~ 
person. Hewas·vttty humble. 'l:{o had ~~to leave the military fbr·DiiiJio~ toP.~·~ 
But he staye.d. Pat~·« rigbt.and we. havo tfie·ript to bow the truth..If.thq-., lyinl-~,.,_ t1mll 
they ~ lying about· other soldiers.' .. · · ·· .~ .:.: · 

Wo don't want to bcJlieve tbat.aub things~ but the)'· do. . . 

y ouna people with a aeDse at hOnor 8114 ~~tism have lost their lives in·service ta their ~-Oldy 
to haverepregtmtatives.-ofthat'~try. ~-~r~b,.* ideaJa ~ ~BAiina w!JathitJpeiied to.tiem. · · 

FortuamPte,tltereill~«my·of~~~-9aoriahttJ.!'&m~·-M.-~a~.:- . 
his motlJ.arwas told that··har BOn Wi\11 t4i1M.dupng.··~viDi911& ~fisht ~-fn--:ibl ~fltilod•_.. 
that he diod after tlle mao~ pn·.Oil·~~ bmi:mi&SJed. · 

And thc:ro is the &tory of spec.-s_. ~.oromo.-whose ~-••tOt4ihat ho.dlw~Jl-. caz: ·.. : .. · 
accidtmt when iD fact hi '?IIS·killfd ey:~·Jire, 'pertiaprb)'-tibopl.:iom6·pt·oui!·illlie.;. Nab· 
reports about those ineiclems -~liOw·thtrfamillea of-bOth sol&ai·ba4 dfmcnJty il·~ff1t·1Ntll 
1tom tho militaty . . . . . . . ·. . . .. 

. . .. . . . . . . : . . . . .· . . . . · ... ·. .· ~:. ·. ·:. ·. . ·~ .... ~ . 
:m·Tinman'acase,M(lry.Wtbatdie;tmtiiy~~~&,r.~mne~~-~~~ . , 

' ' ' '• • •,'' ::• ",. ,' .. ~, :_: '• M 



.. 
If Tillman Were Your Sott, Would You 'Let·This Thins Go'? .. Page2o'f2 

investigation. They were smprised Wben newi' leaked ~ut the·crimiDal pr:obe. 

She said that the 1kmily was 1ry.ing not'to speak pub~cly about the caseuntil.i~was ecmcluded, but ihe . 
felt compelled at least to comment on. tho.Jatest new" · 

"For anybodywhD kDows·Pat ~~ bail*a~At ~e said.~ was.m -fly hOnest 
petBOn. I don't think 'the kid ever lied.. Be wOuld J,uwo w~ 811 of the trud:l lO com;e~ the bad.illd 
the good. ~e deserves that much.., : · 

Until that ruq,pens, none Ofus.shoUld. be/~g·to 'just let tbis tbiDg go." 

. . .. 
. 

. . . ·::' 

http://ebir4afls.miVebti1es/~l~tSQ8Jttd. 
.. . . . -·:·. ; .•• :..__.. • .. _:.!f:..:.....::.. ..... -·:a. tf..· • ... ... •• .: .... • ..._ • 0 • ;. • • . ··:·· . . l:.. .t. 
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TO: Fran Harvey 

FROM: DoDald Rumsfeld ~· 
SUBJECT: Response to Death of Corporal Tillman 

Here is an article on the death of Corporal Tillman . How in the world can that be 

explained? 

Attach. Bookman, Jay. "Tillman Death: Army Still Trips Over Cover-Up," 

Allanta Journal-Constitution, March 13,2006, p. 11. 

DHR.db 
001406-02 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Please Respond By March 23, 2006 
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Tillman Death: Anny Still Trips Over Cover-Up 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
March 13, 2006 
Pg. 11 

TDiman Death: Army Still Trips Over Cover-Up 

By Jay Bookman 

Page 1 of2 

The honor code is carved into stone at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point: "A cadet will not li~ 
cheat, steal, or tolerate those who do." 

The words express the integrity expected of those who lead om men and women into battle, and they 
have a pmpose: Officen who cannot be trusted have no place in positions of responsibility, not when the 
consequences of such a character flaw can be death, not when the American people put such confidence 
in those in uniform. · 

But somehow, it is bard to squaro that admirable code of honor with the Army's behavior in the Pat 
Tillman case. It is not merely individual officers - from lowly captains to three-star generals - who 
apparently failed to teD the tNth about what happened to the fanner NFL star in the hills of AfgbaDistan. 
Ute deception ~ so broad that it implicates the Army as an institution. 

Ttlhnan's stoty is heartbreaking. After tho attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, h~ rejected a $3.6 million contract 
from the NFL's Arizona Cardinals to enlist, along with bis brother, as an Army Ranger. And while his 
decision cJ.rew widespread media attention, Tillman refused all htterview requests. To lUm, it wasn't 
about the spotlight, it was about doing his duty. 

But on April22, 2004, Tillman was killed while on patrol with his unit near the Pakistan bcmler. 
Immediately, tlie Army put out the word that he had died heroically, protecting his fellow soldiers in a 
firetight. 

A week later, Lt. Gen. John Abizaid, the head of U.S. Central Command, told the press that a day earlier 
he had discussed "that firetight ·where Pat Tillman lost his Hfo" with Tillman's platoon leader. 

On April30, the Army posthumously awarded Tillman the Silver Star for bravery, stating that Tillman 
died in a heroic charge up an enemy-held hilL "Corporal Tillman put himself in the line of devaStating 
enemy tire •••. While mortally wounded, his audacious leadership and courageous example under fire 
inspired his men to fight with great risk to their own personal safety, resulting in the enemy's witlldrawal 
and his platoon's safe passage .from the ambush kill zone . ., · 

The truth. though, was that Tillman bad been killed by three bullets to the forehead fired by American 
soldiers in a friendly fire accident, and Army officials knew it immediately. Officers on 1he scene knew 
it, which may be why they ordered that Tillman's body armor and uniform be bumed. Abizaid knew it 
when he. made those comments to the pmss a woek after Tillman's death. The officers who drafted the 
false Silver Star citation knew it, too. 

The truth, or at least some version of it, finally began to emerge on May 28, 2004. Its unlikely the 
concession camo voluntarily, given the elaborate lies the Army had spread earlier. Army officials 
probably~ that the jig was up, that too many people knew tho facts. TiDman's brother, for 
example, had been nearby when Ti~ died, although he, too, bad been lied to about what hap~ed. 

bttp:l/abinLafis.miJ/ebfiles/o200603 13422421.html 3/1412006 



Tillman Death: Army Still Trips Over Cover-Up Page2of2 

Eventually, seven soldiers in Tiliman's unit were mildly punished for their role in his death. No one bas 
been pUDished for lying to the American people. But last week, the Army inspector general 
recommended the launching of a fourth investigation into the tragedy. The goal is to explore possible 
charges of gross ne~gence leading to Tillman's death, and to detennine how the public was so misled. 

Mistakes made in the heat of battle, out in the field, are a serious thing. But they are also part of war. 
Calculated lies by military bureaucrats, aimed at the American public, are something else entirely. 

And unfortunately, the Tillman case is just one of several cases raising questions about the credibility of 
senior military officials. · 

For example, Maj. Gen. GeOfhy Miller, the fonner commander at the Guantanamo Bay prison camp, 
has repeatedly denied that he exported Guantanamo-style torture to Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq. But now 
that two enlisted men at that facility are being tried for prisoner abuse, Miller refuses to repeat that claim 
under oath, citing his right not to incriminate himseJ! 

In a related case. Ll Gen. Ricardo Sanchez denied to Congress that he bad authorized abusive 
interrogation techniques at Abu Ghraib. But later, a document surfaced signed by Sanchez directly 
contradicting that testimony. 

In both cases, deceptlon by general officers may be leaving their subordinates unfairly exposed to 
prosecution. That's a far more serious breach of JDilitary honor than the Tillman atTair, a breach that 
strikes at the foundation of military discipline. 

Jay Bookman is the deputy edtlorlal page edlt9r. Hla column appears Mondays and 1'1rundays. 

http://ebird.afis.miVebfilesle20060313422421.html 3/1412006 


