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~We want to keep our eye on our main objective-- squeezing al-Qaida 
and the Tali ban out of Afghanistan -- and we should be viewing the UN diplomacy 
in that light. But this means two things: 

• First, we need to avoid a preoccupation with "nation-building" that 
commits us to possibly unattainable goals. 

• But we also have a particular stake in the diplomatic process: Disunity 
among the factions could leave a vacuum that gave al-Qaida and the 
Taliban a new lease on life. For the longer te1m as well, we will not 
achieve an Afghanistan free of terrorism if political disunity opens up a 
vacuum agam soon. 

Thus it is in our interest that the UN process make some headway, and that 
we use our influence with the factions to promote their cooperation with it. 
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Under Secretary of Defense for Policy 


