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16 Jul 58 

w r .. r·~ ·.y ),·J t 1 
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~. 
USAFE reported that thit t'i~litl aircraft carrying BLUE· 

~BAT Force A (lB7th Airborne Battle Group) to Adana· 
··'·from Germany were scheduled to depart at l60630Z and 
·to arrive at l420Z. · The last aircraft wouid depart at 

''1.61330Z and arrive at l70300Z • 
. ·"'- (.QIS'} Meg, USAFE to JCS, TS 1369, 160445Z Jul 58, 
. :.,,...pG Lebanon Msg File. 

16 Jul 58 CINCSPECOMME, aboard the TACONIC 1000 yards off Red 
Beach near the Beirut airport, reported that the air
field had opened at 06ooz for normal operations and 
coamercial trat't'ic. The 3rd BLT, 6th Marines, had 
begun landing at 0530Z, with the mission of taking over 

··defense of the airfield from the 2nd BLT, 2nd Marines. 
·Brig Gen Wade had gone ashore at 0530Z and would 
\represent Adm Holloway.with the US Ambassador. 
:,' . ('i'ft) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 1810, 160644Z Jul 
.:.58, JMEPG Lebanon Mag File. 

16 Jul 58 At the Direction of the State Department, the US 
Ambassador in Beirut called on the senior members of 
the UN Observer Group to urge that the Group continue 

·:its work:and to offer US cooperation and support. With 
.same bitterness the Group's Chairman charged that the 
·US landing had undone their work, and he informed 
Ambassador McClintock that the Observer Group was 
~ceasing all activities. McClintock argued against this 
:7ant:1 urged that the Group .at least continue· aerial 
-observation from the Beirut airport. The UN repre
··sentatives refused to give a definite answer at that 
:time other than to state that there would be no liaison 
.between the Observer Group and US forces. During the 
day the UN Observer Group issued a statement dis
claiming any link or desire for a working relationship 
or any sort with the US forces in Lebanon. 

(~) Msg, Beirut to Secstate, 442, 17 Jul 58; 
~ Meg, SecState to Beirut~ 2184 15 Jul 58. Both in 
OCJCS files. ~. 17 Jul 5o, 4: • 

16 Jul 58 On instructions from Secretary Dulles the US Ambassador 
in Amman reaffirmed to Prime Minister Rifai the 
previous US pledgee to assist Jordan in preserving its 
independence and integrity. 

(~) Msg, SecState to Amman, 100, 15 Jul 58. 
~ Mag, Amman to Secstate, 122; 16 Jul 58. 

16 Jul 58 

TQi S?li£1 

CINCSPECOMME informed CNO that at lOOOZ there were 
sufficient Marines ashore in Lebanon to carry out 
sustained operations. There had been no hostile 
reaction to the landing, the civil population appeared 
friendly, and air reconnaissance had disclosed no 
military activity elsewhere in Lebanon; The 3rd BLT, 
6th Marines, had completed landing and had taken over 
the airfield, releasing the 2d BLT, 2d Marines, which 
had begun moving north at 0655Z to enter the city of 
Beirut and secure the approaches and harbor area. 

~) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 1824, 16l004Z JUl 
58, JMEPG Lebanon Msg File • 
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:~~ 
In Iraq, troops that had carried out the coup returned 
to their barracks, leaving only a few guards to protect 

.foreign businesses and embassies in Baghdad. Brig Gen 
Nadim Rubaiya, new President of the Republic's Council 
ot.State, arrived· triumphantly from Jidda, where he 
had been Ambassador to Saudi Arabia. Brig Gen Abdul 
Karim Kassem, leader of the movement that had pro-

. claimed the Republic on 14 July, took the post of 
Premier. Baghdad radio officially confirmed the deaths 
of King Faisal, Crown Prince Abdulillah, and Premier 
Nuri. 

NYT, 17 Jul 58, 1:6; 

16 Jul 58 The Chief of the Iranian intelligence and security 
.organization told a US representative that Turkey and 
Iran would be ready to use their forces to intervene 
in Iraq if the US would station troops in Jordan. 

(~ Mag, Tehran to SecState, l3B, 16 Jul 58, 
DA IN 133515. 

16 Jul 58 
-

Ambassador McClintock talked with President Chamoun and 
Qen Chehab during the morning. Chehab repeated his 
obJections to US deployment 1n Beirut, but finally 
agreed to consider a gradual movement into the city 
by small detachments. On word from Gen Wade, McClintock 
told Chehab, who expressed surprise, that Lebanese 
artillery and tanks had taken up positions along the 
road leading from the airport to the harbor area. He 
suggested that the General accompany him to make 
arrangements for the safe passage of the Marines. 

The two proceeded in the Ambassador's car toward ___-
the airport, where they found the US advance blocked ~ 
by Lebanese tanks and recoilless rifles. Here, shortly 
after 0900Z, they met Adm Holloway, who had come to 
investigate the halt in the Marine advance. After some 
delay, the two Americans succeeded in persuading Chehab 
to accompany them in the car and lead the column past 
the tanks. Chehab also is-sued the necessary orders to 
his troops and arranged for a Lebanese officer-escort 
for the Marines. 

The first group having passed the tanks, Chehab 
proceeded alone with it, while Holloway and McClintock 
returned to find the other groups still delayed by the 
Lebanese tanks. Ordering all of the remaining Marines 
to close up behind them, the Admiral and the Ambassador 
proceeded through the deployed tanks without incident 
toward the harbor area. This, commented Adm Holloway, 
"seemed to act as moral suasion of the first order." 
Moat of the Lebanese Army forces, including most of the 
senior staff officers, who were believed to be 
responsible for the delaying tactics, disappeared from 
the scene. Holloway and McClintock personally led the 
column to the harbor area, completing the movement by 
about 1300Z without further major incident • 

.-. ~) Mag, Beirut to SecState, 428~, 161733Z Jul 58, 
DA·IN 133462, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-5~) sec 3. ~) Mag, 
CIHCSPECOMME to CNO, 1821, 16ll56Z Jul 58; fB1 Mag, 
CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 2142, l62056Z Jul 58; both in 
JMBPO Lebanon Msg F1l7,_ -. 
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16 Ju1 58 

16 Jul 58 

16 Jul 58 

TOE §§SEE 

·-~Z::\ 
After completing the deployment of the.Marine battalion 

.. to the Beirut harbor area (see above ~tem), Ambassador 
McClintock and Adm Holloway during the afternoon called 
on President Chamoun, who expressed thanks for the 
speedy and effective Marine landing and directed the 
Lebanese Army to cooperate with US forces and allow 
their free circulation in Beirut. Arrangements were 
made with Gen Chehab for Lebanese liaison officers to 
serve with the Marines. Having concluded, with 

· Ambassador McClintock, that a landing at Tripoli was 
unnecessary, Adm Holloway determined to land the 1st 
B~. 8th Marines, north of the Beirut harbor area to 
occupy additional objectives and consolidate further 
the US control of the city. Adm Holloway, however, 
reported his belief that it would be necessary 
eventually to occupy all of Lebanon. 

During the conference with President Chamoun, Adm 
Holloway indicated that the US contemplated landing 
greater forces than were needed solely for the mainte
nance of Lebanese independence. Chamoun replied that 
he would welcome and assist a larger deployment of US 
forces, which he believed would maintain not only 
Lebanon's independence but also the integrity of other 
friendl¥ countries in the Middle East. 
.. (-81 Mag, Beirut to SecState, 433, 16 Jul 58, 
OCJCS files. (~) Mag, Beirut to SecState, 435, 
16 Jul 58, DA IN 133561, ccs 361 Lebanon (5-13-58) 
sec.3. ~Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 2142, 162056Z 

·Jul 58, JMEPG Lebanon Mag File. 

At the UN, the Swedish delegate denounced the US action 
in Lebanon and declared that the US landing was not 
justified under Article 51 (covering "collective self
defense") of the UN Charter. Earlier in the day, the 
Soviet and UAR delegates also denied the applicability 
of Article 51 to the US action. Actually, US delegate 
Lodge had not stated that the US action had been taken 
under Article 51, although President Eisenhower, in 
his statement of 15 July, had said that the UN Charter 
recognized "the inherent right of self-defense," and 
the British and Lebanese delegates to the UN had stated 
that the US had acted under Article 51. 

~. 17 Jul 58, 1:3, 8:3; debate excerpts, 8:1-8. 

The Soviet Union issued an off~al statement demanding 
the immediate withdrawal of US troops from Lebanon and 
calling on the UN to "take urgent and vigorous measures 
to curb aggression." The Soviet statement--delivered 
to the US Ambassador in Moscow and then made public-
declared that the USSR could not "remain passive toward 
events creating a serious threat" in an area close to 
its frontier and that the Soviet Union reserved "the 
right to take the necessary measures dictated by the 
interests of peace and security." At the same time, 
the USSR formally recognized the new Iraqi Government, 
and Tass announced that Soviet land and air forces 
would hold maneuvers along the Iranian and Afghan 
borders. 

' {'e) Mag, Moscow to SecState, 135, 16 Jul 58, DA IN 
133709 (17 Jul 58). -:m. 17 Jul 58, 1:8; text, 7:2-5 • 
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16 Jul 58 Communist China issued an official statement demanding 
-the immediate withdrawal of US troop~ from Lebanon. 
The US action, said the statement, was a violation of 
the UN Charter and an "extremely grave warlike 
adventure" aimed at suppressing Arab independence and 
creating world tensions. In another announcement, 
Communist China proclaimed its recognition of the new 
Government of Iraq. 

~· 17 Jul 58, 4:5. 

16 Jul 58 A British War Office official told the US Military 
Attache in London that British Forces, Arabian 
PeninBula CollllllUld, had been alerted for action "any
where in Persian Gulf Area at moments notice." British 
units would be employed in Jordan if King Hussein so 
requested. 

f81 Msg, USARMA London to DEPTAR, C 69, 16 Jul 58, 
DA IN 133560. 

16 Jul 58 President Eisenhower, at a conference with State and 
Defense Department officials, decided that an emergency 
airlift of petroleum products to the Government of 
Jordan should be implemented on an urgent basis, in 
response to Jordan's request of 15 July. 

~ Ltr, Actg Asst SecState for Econ Affairs to 
Dep Asst SeeDer (S&L), 16 Jul 58, ccs 381 (8-23-57) 
sec 6. 

16 Jul 58 President Eisenhower requested the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff to report on what the US could 
do to strengthen the military position of Turkey and 
Iran. In addition to aid programs involving only 

·indigenous forces, he was to consider special American
manned units if they could be employed to advantage. 

~Memo Brig Gen J.F. Whisenand, USAF, to 
Qen TWining, 1'Presidential Request," 16 Jul 58, 
reproduced in (Sl JCS 1887/477, same subj and date, 
CCS 381 (8-23-57 sec 6. 

16 Jul 58 Deputy Undersecretary of State Robert Murphy was sent 
to Lebanon by President Eisenhower, as the President's 
special political representative. He left washington 
by air with instructions to do everything possible to 
"restore peace and order" in Lebanon and to assist 
President Chamoun to this end. ··-

16 Jul 58 

~· 17 Jul 58, 11:1. 

At a North Atlantic Council private session on the 
Lebanese situation the US representative presented an 
official statement on the US intervention. General 
support of the US action and of forthcoming moves in 
the UN was expressed. During the discussion the 
British representative said that the UK was not partici
pating in the intervention because its assistance might 
be reqUired elsewhere in the Middle East. 
· ~) Msg, Paris to SecState, POLTO 217, 16 Jul 58, 
DA IN 133806 (17 Jul 58). 
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16 Jul 58 

16 Jul 58 

16 Jul 58 

:~· 
;_ ,;.r_~-

.,~~adquarters USAF directed MATS to add. ~en more C-124s 
-to those at Rhein Main Air Base in Germany as soon as 
possible in order to bring the total number of C-124s 
to thirty-six for use in operation BLUE BAT. 
· .{-8") Mag, Hq USAF to COMMATS and CINCUSAFE, AFOOP-

TR-TF 53320, 16 Jul 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 
. i 
At 1600Z the Austrian Foreign Minister informed the US 
Ambassador in Vienna that large numbers of US aircraft, 

··other than those already cleared for passage, had flown· 
over Western Austria in military formation during the 
day. The flights had attracted such public notice that 
the Austrian Government found it necessary to issue 

,immediately a press release saying that strong repre
sentations had been made to the US Embassy calling the 

·overflights an.intolerable violation of Austrian air 
···apace. The press release stated that Austria was not 

1n a position to give permission for military overflight 
•to any state whatever." The Foreign Minister confided 
that his government felt compelled to make such a 
public declaration in order to preserve its status of 
neutrality and maintain its ability to refuse possible 
tuture requests for overflight from the USSR or its 
11atelli tea. . 

· (-e-) Mag, Vienna to SecState, 168, 16 Jul 58, 
.DA IN 134178 (18 Jul 58). 
··.-L· I 
Ambassador McClintock reported that the landing of US 
Marines 24 hours previously had had a marked effect 

.. on the Lebanese crisis. Opposition forces seemed 
stunned and political maneuvers for the election of a 

-new President had been completely disrupted by the 
·event. The Speaker of the Parliament protested the US 
action but was not nearly as violent as when he had 
previously predicted to the Ambassador that he would 
personally lead Lebanese armed resistance to a US 
landing (see item of 18 June 58). 
~ Msg, Beirut to SecState, 430, 16 Jul 58, 

DA IN 133756 (17 Jul 58). 

16 Jul 58 In a communique issued at the close of a Baghdad Pact 
meeting of the heads of state of Turkey, Iran, and 
Pakistan--originally planned to include King Faisal 
ot Iraq--the participants praised the US action in 
Lebanon and affirmed their intention of maintaining 
the Baghdad Pact. The three heads of state also sent 
a mess&§e to President Eisenhower, co~ratulating him 
on his bold and aQpropriate decision. 

M!!· 17 Jul 58, 7:8, 11:1. 

16 Jul 58 King Hussein at 1700Z formally requested US-UK military 
intervention in Jordan. He based the request on the 
critical situation facing Jordan as a result of the 
Lebanese crisis, rebellion in Iraq, and on information 
that a UAR-inapired coup was scheduled to take place 
wi.th1n 24 hours. Hussein pledged that Western forces 
would not be called on to crush civil disorders 
directly, but would be used only to repel external 
aggression, back up the security forces, and prevent 
outside subversive e~ments from taking over the country. 
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16 Jul 58 Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik told a State Department 
official there was a good chance that the US military 

.intervention in Lebanon would help the Lebanese in 
"solving their internal problems. However, if this 
action was all the US Government had in mind regarding 
the Middle East, it would be "one of greatest farces 
in history, comparable to Suez multiplied by one 
hundred." The US decision to withdraw its forces must 
be made in consideration of the entire Middle East 
situation; otherwise the events that had recently 
taken place in Baghdad would be duplicated in Beirut 
within a few months. 
~ Msg, Secstate to Beirut, 256, 16 Jul 58, 

DA IN 133962 (17 Jul 58). 

16 Jul 58 UAR President Nasser, in a statement released in Cairo 
but apparently sent from his yacht while returning 
from Yugoslavia, liarned that any attack on the new 
Iraqi regime would be considered aggression against 
tbe UAR. Nasser also charged that the US landing in 
Lebanon was a threat to peace in the Middle East and, 
in view of the UN report that there had been no UAR 
interference in that country, a "farce." 

16 Jul 58 

T?£ 8DOIU .. l 

.!!!!:· 17 Jul 58, 1:2. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben Gurion, having received the 
previous day a British request for permission to over
tly Israel enroute to Jordan in case intervention there 
was reqUired, sought an expression of US views before 
presenting the question to his Cabinet. 

~Mag, Tel A!!v to SecState, 57, 16 Jul 58. 
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16 Jul 58 A Moscow radio broadcast warned the UK against com
mitting the "final, fatal error" of intervening in the 
Middle East, The broadcast came amidst the "confident 
·predictions of diplomats" that intervention in Jordan 
was illllllinent •. 

~· 17 Jul 58, 1:4, 3:1 • . :€:-
16 Jul 58 Tbe US Ambassador to Israel reported information that 

Nasser had ordered his agents in Jordan to start action 
designed to overthrow King Hussein on 16 or 17 July. 

16 Jul 58 

16 Jul 58 

'~' ~) Mag, Tel Aviv to Secstate, 47, 16 Jul 58, 
;~DA IN 133367. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff directed CINCSPECOMME to 
~-stage, if possible, a demonstration flight by carr1er
-~bued jets over refugee camps on the west bank of the 
·Jordan River and over Amman and the northern border 
ot Jordan for 75 miles at about 0600Z, 17 July. The 

··object was to discourage any uprising by disaffected / 
Jordanians and Palestinian Arabs, suspected because or 
reported arms concentrations just north of the 
Jordanian border. The Governments ·or Jordan and Israel 
bad been notified about the demonstration, and 
CINCSPECOMME was instructed to notify the British • 
. - ~ Mag JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 944916,,--
;~~~2321Z Jul 5~. CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6, 

CRO directed CINCPSECOMME to maintain a special alert 
._,_.during the period 17-18 July, "unusual events" 
· ·requiring counteraction might arise from unpredictable 
ce.Soviet and UAR moves, from Lebanese Arary defection or 
"''opposition, or from the unsettled situation in Jordan 

and Iraq; -
· .(.a) Mag, CNO to CINCSPECOMME and CINCNEIM, 29515, 
162351Z Jul 58, JMEPG Lebanon Mag File, 

16 Jul 58 An Israeli official warned the US Embassy twice that 
Hasser was planning an immediate coup involving the 
assassination of King Hussein and the overthrow of 
the Jordanian Government. The Israeli Government 
believed Nasser wanted the King out of the way at 
_once to preclude any successful request by him for 

"intervention by Western forces. 
f81 Mag, Tel Aviv to SecState, 54, 16 Jul 58, 

DA IN 133685 (17 Jul 58). . 

17 Jul 58 CNO directed CINCPACFLT to send one reinforced 
battalion landing team in fast shipping to the Persian 
Gulf area, He advised that it might be necessary to.· 
increase this force to a regimental landing team on 
relatively short notice. 
~ Mag, CNO to CINCPACFLT, 29519, 170031Z Jul 

56, JMEPG Lebanon Mag File. 

17 Jul 58 

.. mop SFGPE" 

The Chief of Naval Operations directed COMSIXTHFDr to 
stand by to evacuate King HUssein from Amman with two 
planes and appropriate air cover, 

0;;, "*l Msg,-CNO to COMSIXTHFLT, 17o405Z Jul 58, 
'CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. -·· _, 
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At 0401Z, the Chief of Naval Operations directed 
COMSIXTHFLT to coordinate his air demonstration over . 
Jordan with the British, since British forces might 
go into Jordan. In a further message sent 30 minutes 
later at British request, CNO directed COMSIXTHFLT to 
confine his air demonstration to the west bank of the 
Jordan River and to coordinate it with the British 
Commander in Chief, Middle East Air Force. If 
COMSIXTHFLT was unable to effect coordination, he was 
to cancel the demonstration. The British request had 
been passed by Adm Sir Michael Denny, BJSM, to Maj Gen 
V; B. Barnes·, JMEPO, together with notice that British 
parat~s were scheduled to land at Amman by oaooz. 

·· Meg, CNO to COMSIXTHFLT l70401Z Jul 58; 
~ Mag CNO to COMSIXTHFLT, 17D431Z Jul 58. Both 
1n CCS 3~1 (8-23-57) sec 6, ~) Memo for Record, 
Maj Gen V. B. Barnes, Chmn JMEPG, "Minister of Defense 
London, Message," 16 Jul 58, JMEPG Lebanon Mag File. 

17 Jul 58 Adm Sir Michael Denny informed Gen Barnes at 0430Z 
that the aim of the British operation in Jordan was 
to support King Hussein and his Government and to 
protect western lives and p~operty in Amman. One 
parachute origade group (less one battalion) would be 
moved to A~ to secure the airfields, and the Guard 
brigade at Cyprus would be used to reinforce the para
chute unit. The UK was also moving troops for 
reinforcement to Kuwait and in the Persian Gulf area 
generally, and British warships would stand by off 
Libya to embark the King there if necessary. 

(-'l'S") Memo for Record, Maj Gen V. B. Barnes, 
Chmn JMEPG, "Conference with V/Adm Denny, RN," 17 Jul 
58, JMEPG Lebanon Mag File. 

17 Jul 58 The US and British Ambassadors in Baghdad submitted 
their joint conclusion as of o6ooz that Allied landings 
in Iraq, unless swiftly executed in overwhelming force, 
would very likely lead to indiscriminate killing and 
looting of Americans and Europeans by mobs whom the 
A~ would be totally unable, even if willing, to 
control. Further, landings in Jordan would also 
entail the risk that this might happen. 

~) Meg, Baghdad to SecState, 181, 17 Jul 58, 
DA IN 133964. 

17 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Jordan reported that he had seen 
the message the British Embassy was shortly to present 
to Hussein, acceding to the King's request for military 
intervention. British troops would be flown to Amman 
from Cyprus in sufficient strength to provide for the 
security of the airfield, the capital, and the person 
of the King. The British message stated that this 
action had "US moral support." 

~) Meg, Amman to SecState, 139, 17 Jul 58. 

17 Jul 58 COMSIXTHFLT launched jet aircraft from two carriers by 
0700Z to stage the West Bank demonstration flight over 
·Jordan. The carriers recovered their aircraft prior 
to lOOOZ after a successful operation without incident, 

· f'i'e) Meg COMSilmtFLT to CDICSPECOMME, 2240, 
l70740Z Jul 5~. ~) Meg, COMSIXTHFLT to CNO, 2355, 
171140Z Jul 58. 
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One transport carrying the advance party and commander 
ot the British 16th Parachute Brigade arrived at Amman 
at 0700Z. It had been broered down over Israel but had 
disregarded the Israeli instructions. Other aircraft 
in the first flight had turned back to Cyprus. At about 
lOOOZ, seven British transports arrived at Amman, land
ing approximately 500 paratroops. 

!-&) Meg, USARMA Amman to DEPTAR, CX 53, 171321Z 
Jul 58, DA IN 134237 (18 Jul 58), JMEPG Lebanon Meg 
Pile. ~) Meg, London to SecState, 371, 17 Jul 58. 

17 Jul 58 At 0900Z the US Ambassador in Tel Aviv presented the 
US answers to questions posed by Premier Ben Gurion 
the previous day regarding the British request tor over
flight. rights should intervention in Jordan be required. 
The answers stated that the US supported the British 
request, that Jordan also desired Israel to permit the 
overflights, and that no other practical alternative 
route existed by which British forces might quickly 
came to King Hussein's aid. 

~) Msg, Tel Aviv to SecState, 64, 18 Jul 58. 

17 Jul 58 A·sen1or member or the UN Observer Group informed the 
US Ambassador in Beirut that the Group had decided to 
resume its operations. There was still to be no 
official liaison with US forces, but there would be no 
objection to private contacts. 
''- ~) Msg, Beirut to Secstate, 442, 17 Jul 58, OCJCS 

tiles. 

17 Jul 58 CINCSPECOMME informed the Chief of Naval Operations 
that he considered the designation of a US political 
advisor f.or his staff to be deSirable. 
~ Meg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 170911Z Jul 58, 

CCS 381.(8-23-57) sec 6. 

17 Jul 58 Deputy Undersecretary of State Robert Murphy, the 
President's special emissary, arrived in Beirut. . m. 18 Jul 58, 6:6. 

17 Jul 58 The Prench Ambassador in Beirut informed the US Am
bassador that he was under pressure from Adm Jozan to 
permit a landing of Prench forces from the naval units 
stationed in Lebanese waters. The French Ambassador 
had been stalling, he said, and·McClintock strongly 
urged him to pervent any landing of French marines. 
- ~) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 447, 17 Jul 58, OCJCS 
tiles. 

17 Jul 58 Armored cars still patrolled Baghdad, but otherwise the 
city seemed to have resumed its normal activities. 
Illustrated brochures were distributed showing UAR 
President Nasser and Iraqi Premier Kassem together, and 
crowds in the street shouted their approval of Nasser. 
Baghdad radio announced that the Iraqi Government had 
decided to restore normal diplomatic relations with the 
USSR immediately. (Iraqi-Soviet relations had been 
severed in 1955 by the government of King Faisal.) 

NYT, 17 Jul 58, }0:4; 18 Jul 58, 9:4, 6. - -
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17 Jul 58 

17 Jul 58 

17 Jul 58 

17 Jul 58 

,i: 
t Iii! ;q,._ 

:~~-
.·A' crowd of Russians gathered before the US Embassy in 
-Moscow to protest against the US landing in Lebanon. 
The well-organized demonstration, staged by an esti-
mated 2,000 people, lasted about five hours. The crowd 
waa orderly and well-controlled, 
·:· .!:!!!:· 18 Jul 58, 1:4 • 

. ·~. 

At approximately 1330Z the British Government received 
·official notification of Israeli permission for over
·tl1ght. The notice was accompanied by an Israeli 
protest against the earlier British effort to overfly 
prior to receipt of permission • 

. ,_~o.. ~) Mag, London to SecState, 358, 17 Jul 58. 
--~ 

Fifteen aircraft, comprising the second echelon of the 
British overflight or Israel, began arriving at Amman 
at 1530Z. They set down approximately 600 paratroopers, 

·bringing the total or British forces in the airport 
area to about 1100. 
. '-6') Meg, USAIRA Amman to DEPTAR, CX 54, 171922Z 
J~ 58, DA IN 134o88, JMEPG Lebanon Mag File. 

Prime Minister Macmillan told the House or Commons that 
the British intervention in Jordan had occurred at the 
request of King Hussein and had deterred a potential 
~d'etat. The British forces were not dispatched to 
suppress the revolt in Iraq; their mission was to pre-

· vent the spread of revolution from Iraq to Jordan by 
conspiracy and aggression. Despite strong opposition 
trom the Labour Party, the Macmillan Government received 
a comfortable majority when the House voted on the 

.issue, 
- ,m. 18 Jul 58, 1:8. 

17 Jul 58 In a note delivered to the State Department, the French 
Government complained or the absence of US-UK con
sultation with France on matters relating to the Middle 
East crisis. France had interests in the Middle East, 
had supported US-UK intervention there, and had received 
the impression that tripartite consultations with the 
French were desired by the US and UK, Even though 
France permitted use of her bases and overflights of 
her territory, llhich might implicate her in an unfavor
able aftermath of the crisis, she was not enjoying con
sultation :.•ights with the US and UK. 

·.: fe') ll'~g, Se:cState to Paris, 284, 18 Jul 58, DA IN 
13506i (lg Jul;l :58). 

17 Jul 58 The UN Observer Group in Lebanon, in a report to the 
Security Council, asked for additional men and aircraft 
so that it could maintain a direct and constant patrol 
of the 179-mile border between Lebanon and Syria. 

NYT, 18 Jul 58, 1:5, text, 6:3-8. 

17 Jul 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff informed USCINCEUR that the 
Greek Government, because of its concern for Greek 
nationals in Egypt and elsewhere, had refused to allow 
further landings in Greece of US aircraft. Greece 

-WOUld permit overflights, as high as possible, and 
-~~:. '~ 
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would assist with navigational aids, but requested that 
this be given no publicity, Routine flights, not 
connected with operations in Lebanon, might be approved 
at a later date. 

(~ Msg, JCS to USCINCEUR JCS 944989, 171710Z 
' Jul 58, comeback copy in CCS 3~1 Lebanon (5-13-58) 

sec 3. ~ Msg, Athens to SecState, 153, 17 Jul 58. 

17 Jul 58 The Turkish Foreign Minister informed the US Ambassador 
in Ankara that King Hussein had requested Turkish 
intervention in both Syria and Iraq, and that Turkey, 
though not concerned with Syria, was ready and wished 
to move into Iraq, While not wanting to push the US 
into an "adventure," Turkey urgently requested effective 
US backing in the form of moral and material support. 
The Foreign Minister argued that Iraq would be lost to 
the West unless immediate steps were taken, that the 
entry of' the USSR into Iraq must be forestalled, that 
whichever side entered first was unlikely to be dis
lodged by the other, and that the USSR, if it wished, 
could already consider Turkey an aggressor because of 
the facilities recently made available to the US at 
Adana. 

A few hours later the Ambassador submitted to 
Washington his opinion that while the Turkish political 
leaders might desire to intervene in Iraq, it was 
probable that the Turkish General Staff, when ordered 
to do so, would "raise so many conditions that effect 
rill be non-compliance." . 

(~ Meg, Ankara to SecState, 245, 18 Jul 58, 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. ~) Msg, Ankara to SecState, 
260, 18 Jul 58. 

17 Jul 58 The UN Security Council held two sessions on the Middle 
East crisis. At the first meeting, in the afternoon, 

Tif ij!U2f 

the Council agreed to add to its agenda a complaint 
by Jordan, submitted that morning, that the UAR was 
interfering in Jordan's internal affairs. Jordan 
announced that it had asked the UK and US for assistance 
against UAR-inspired "subversive elements" and that 
the UK had responded in conformity With Article 51 of 
the UN Charter. The UK delegate then promised the 
withdrawal of British troops as soon as the UN was able 
to ensure Jordanian independence and integrity. There 
followed a long and bitter speech by the Soviet delegate, 
who concentrated his attack on the US. Ambassador 
Lodge announced US support of the British action in 
Jordan and charged that a plan existed, "master-minded 
trom one source," to take over the Middle East. He 
urged adoption of the US resolution of 15 July calling 
for the establishment of an international military 
force for Lebanon. The Soviet delegate asked the 
Security Council to request the immediate withdrawal of 
Western troops from Lebanon and Jordan, or else, he 
said, he would call for a special session of the General 
Assembly. 

As the second Council session opened, in the 
evening, sweden introduced a resolution calling for a 
suspension of the activities of the UN Observer Group 
in Lebanon, since, it-charged, the US action had 
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~t~stantially altered the situation there. The Soviet 
cdelegate announced that he would support this reso
lution. 
-· NYT, 18 Jul 58, 1:4; debate excerpts, 4:1-8; 
text or-swedish resolution and or revised US and USSR 
resolutions, 5:1-3. 

17 Jul 58 CINCSPECOMME informed the JCS that he had ordered: 
(1) the 1st BUT, 8th Marines, to land across the beach 
northeast of Beirut at 180700Z; (2) Army Force A t .. o ____ ... 
make an administrative landing at Beirut airport "' 
beginning at 190400Z, and to be bivouacked near tl,'! ... -----~ 
airport, available for employment as and 
Arflq Force B to remain on 24-hour alert in 
CINCSPECOMME was consolidating his forces in the ~e:1l"llL" 
area and would develop this area as a base from which 
to conduct such other operations as might be required. 
~ Msg~ CINCSPECOMME to JCS, 2776, 171916Z 

Jul 58, CCS 3~1 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

17 Jul 58 UAR President Nasser, following a secret flight to 
Moscow, conferred with Premier Khrushchev. He 
reportedly urged the Soviet leader not to take any 
action in the Middle East that would threaten world 
peace. Nasser was said to be gravely concerned over 
the possibility that US and British landings in the 
Middle East would precipitate Soviet intervention in 
that area. He reportedly advised Khrushchev, however, 
that Soviet help would be expected if Western troops 
attacked Syria • 
. ,,.. !!!!· 19 Jul 58, 1:8. 

17 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Cairo informed the UAR Foreign 
Ministry that any attack on US forces by troop,s of 
the UAR, or under UAR control, would lead to 'grave 
consequences .. 11 

· NYT, 19 Jul 58, 1:7; text of a State Dept 
announcement, 3:2-3. 

17 Jul 58 CINCSPECOMME discussed the US military build-up in 
Lebanon with Presidential representative Murphy and 

17 Jul 58 

US Ambassador McClintock. Neither diplomat was able 
to provide guidance concerning the ultimate direction 
ot the US intervention. Adm Holloway, accordingly, 
was playing the operation "a good deal by ear," in his 
own words, The next US move, he believed, should be 
to inspire Gen Chehab to use the Lebanese Army 
aggressively against the rebels. 

(~ Meg, COMSPECOMME [sic] to CNO 2979, 
181821Z Jul 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-5~) sec 3, 

The Secretary of State instructed the US Ambassador in 
Jordan to inform King Hussein that the US response to 
his request for military intervention was taking the 
form of strong support or the British operation, as 
evidenced by the morning's demonstration flight by US 
aircraft and the statements made by Ambassador Lodge 
at the UN during the day. The US would continue to 
keep the situation uoder close observation to determine 
whether further measures were necessary. 
. ~) Meg, SecState to Amman, 132, 17 Jul 58 • 
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17 Jul 58 During discussions in Washington with British Foreign 
Minister Selwyn Lloyd, Secretary Dulles confirmed the 
US willingness to provide logistic support to the 
British forces in Jordan if necessary. Lloyd strongly 
urged the US to consider placing at least a token 

17 Jul 58 

17 Jul 58 

force in Jordan as a means of demonstrating US-UK 
solidarity. Secretary Dulles replied that no such move 
was currently contemplated but that the US would study 
the possibility should the British encounter unexpected 
difficulties in Jordan. The conferees agreed to _ 
concert their efforts to determine the best means of 
holding Kuwait, Bahrein, Qatar, and Dhahran for the 
West. The British Government had not yet decided 
whether military intervention in Kuwait was desirable, 
1n view of the adverse political developments that 
might result. 

•· (e') Mag, SecState to London, 541, 17 Jul 58. 

The Secretary of State informed the US Ambassador in 
Vienna that the US Air Force was seriously handicapped 
by being unable to overfly Austria. He therefore 
requested thst efforts be made to obtain permission for 
a'~ number of overflights with minimum advance 
notification. 

.. .(.e"} Msg, SecState to Vienna, 158, 17 Jul 58, 
DA IN 134512 (18 Jul 58}, JMEPG Lebanon Mag File. 
·'.1rf;. 
The Saudi Arabian Prime Minister, having received the 
US Ambassador's e>:planation of the US action in Lebanon, 
stated that Saudi Arabia's policy during the current 
Middle East crisis would be one of complete neutrality 
and non-interference. 

~ Msg, Jidda to Secstate, 71, 17 Jul 58, 
DA IN 134516 (18 Jul 58}. 

17 Jul 58 Noting that the previous plans for US contributions to 
the Arab Union budget were no longer valid, the State 
Department instructed the US Ambassador in Amman to 
resume direct budgetary support to Jordan. The 
Ambassador was authorized to release up to $7.5 million 
1n FY 58 funds for budgetary support in the second 
Quarter or Jordan's current fiscal year 
·' ~Mag, SecState to Amman, 119 [?), 17 Jul 58, 

17 Jul 58 

DA IN 135480 (20 Jul 58}. _ 

According to the New York Times, the White House talkS 
between President~sennow~ecretary Dulles, and 
British Foreign Secretary Lloyd had resulted in an 
agreement to limit the intervention in the Middle East 
to Lebanon and Jordan. So long as the new Iraqi Govern
ment respected Western oil interests, there would be no 
intervention in Iraq. Reportedly, officials felt that 
the current Anglo-American actions would suffice to 
restore Western prestige in the Middle East and to 
stabilize Saudi Arabia and the other friendly oil
producing states of the Persian Gulf. The state Depart
ment announced that, while US aircraft had supported 
the British landing, there was no plan at present to 
send US troops to Jo~n. State Department officials 
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cOnfirmed that King Hussein's appeal had gone to the 
US as well as to the UK, but said that, in view of the 
UK's long experience in Jordan, it had been deemed 
wise to leave the operation to the British. 
::_ :- !!!!:· 18 Jul 58, 1:6-7. 

18 Jul 58 The Chief of Naval Operations requested CINCSPECOMME's 
·advice on how to make the earliest possible delivery 
or 1500 drums of diesel oil and gasoline to Amman to 

·relieve the critical POL situation in Jordan. This 
.,.was to be a stopgap measure, pending arrival of a 

tanker at Aqaba about 22 July and replacing a projected 
·USAF operation from Bahrein that had been blocked by 
political considerations. · . 

. _ : (.at Msg, CNO to CINCSPECOMME, 180727Z Jul 58, 
CCS 381 ( 8-23-57) sec 6. · 

18 Jul 58 The French cruiser DE GRASSE in company with three 
Prench destroyers entered Beirut harbor. The four 
vessels departed Beirut at 0500Z the next morning. 
,- ~ Msg, COMSIXTHFLT to CINCSPECOMME, 2819, 

180940Z Jul 58. (S) Msg, COMSIXTHFLT to CINCSPECOMME, 
-3250, 190850Z Jul 58. · 

18 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Amman reported that both Hussein 
·and Rifai were intensely disappointed when informed 
that the US would not send troops to Jordan. The panic 
that had precipitated Hussein's call for foreign troops 
had itself caused a serious loss of prestige for the 
Jordanian Government, but the fact that the UK alone 
had answered the call posed a special problem for the 

·regime. The presence or British troops was resented 
by the public as indicating a return or British control 
over Jordan. Hence the Jordanian leaders felt that 
US forces were necessary to offset the purely British 
character of the foreign contingent. In reporting to 
Washington, however, the Ambassador counseled against 
sending US troops, inasmuch as no justification had 
been offered other than on psychological grounds. He 
recommended that the US concentrate on measures or a 
humanitarian nature to assist the Jordanian population, 
such as POL airlift, providing free food and other 
supplies, and financial and economic aid. 

£81 Msg, Amman to SecState,_l69, 18 Jul 58. 

18 Jul 58 The first units or the 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines 
(M1nua), airlifted from the United States via Port 
Iqautey, began arriving at Beirut at lOOOZ. Final 
landings occurred on 20 July. The battalion was 
assigned to reserve and shore party augmentation duties. 

. ~ Ms~, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 3808/3833, l92226Z 
Jul 58.- ~) Mag, COMAMLANFOR to CINCSPECOMME, 4270, 
20ll33Z Jul 58, JMEPG Lebanon Meg File. 

18 Jul 58 The USAIRA in Athens advised US military headquarters 
concerned that the Greek Air Force was willing to 
ignore any occasional deviations from conditions laid 

·_dcnm by the Greek Government regarding landings by US 
'a1rcr&rt, providing there were no undesirable publicity 
··~~; . -, 

- 14 -

i 
I 
l 
\ 

·~ .. 

. ;..-

--

. . 

~ . 
. ; . -~ }: 



TOP §fG ±! -
. :. 

-·,·:. 

or other complicatiorti1 Similarly, empty cargo air
craft returning westward would be permitted to land 
at Athens as long as they attracted no attention. 
~ Mag, USAIRA Athena to USAFE ADVON, l81045Z 

Jul 58,-JMEPG Lebanon Msg File. 

18 Jul 58 The Government of Turkey informed the US Embassy in 
Ankara that it would permit the US to stockpile 
ammunition and moderate quantities of other military 
equipment such as tanks, artillery, and aircraft at 
Adana Military Airfield under the Military Facilities 
Agreement. 

,_,_, £m) Msg, USCINCEUR to DEFTAR, EC 9-3824 221624Z 
- Jul 58, DA IN 136384, CCS 381 Lebanon {5-13-5~) sec 3. 

18 Jul 58 UAR President Nasser, in a speech in Damascus, . 
denounced Western actions in the Middle East, supported 
·the new regime in Iraq, and said that the Arabs would 
_tight to defend Arab nationalism. "We shall not be 
terrorized," he declared, "by threats of fleets or 
atOmic bombs." 
. ___ _., .!:!!!• 19 Jul 58, 2:3; excerpts, 2:4-5. 

18 Jul 58 Egyptian-UAR officials expressed alarm over Secretary 
Dulles's message to Nasser of 17 July, which stated 
that the US had intervened at Lebanon's request for 

18 Jul 58 

no purpose other than to preserve Lebanon's inde
pendence and protect US nationals, that the US hoped 
US-UAR relations would not be unduly strained, but that 
-'U US forces were attacked by UAR forces or by elements 
:'Under UAR control or direction "there would be grave 
.,danger that the scope of the problem would expand and 
the state of our relations be seriously impaired." 
· · A UAR Foreign Office official to whom this message 
was first conveyed thought Nasser would surely 
interpret it as an ultimatum. Ali Sabri, Minister of 
State for Presidential Affairs, also anticipated a 
violent reaction to the message by Nasser, who was 
expected to arrive in Egypt on 19 July. Sabri argued 
that a single instance in which the US concluded that 
some attacking force was connected with the UAR would 
put the fate of the UAR in the hands of the American 
Government or even possibly some local US commander. 
The US Ambassador in Cairo endeavored to assure Sabri 
that the US was not looking f'or_a pretext to cause 
trouble but for a means to avoid it. 

~ Msg, SecState to Cairo, 148, 17 Jul 58. 
fS1 Msg, Cairo to SecState, 169, 18 Jul 58. {S) Mag, 
cairo to SecState, 176, 18 Jul 58. 

USCINCEUR requested the JCS to authorize expansion of' 
the number of' C-124s for use in BLUE BAT from the 36 
on hand to the 54 called for by CINCSPECOMME OPLAN 
215-58. He supported this request by citing the current 
and anticipated imposition of' airlift requirements be- _ 
yond those of the original plan and the limitations 
placed on landing and refueling in Greece. 
- -· ~) Msg~ USCINCEUR to JCS~ EC 9-3755, 181245Z 
~-~ 58, CCS 3i:ll Lebar_''?~ {5-13-SI:l) sec 3. --
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18 Jul 58 "rona of thousands of Russians surrounded the US Embassy 
1n Moscow, shouting, whistling, and throwing atones, 
bricks, ink bottles, and other missiles at the building 
S.riet policemen and soldiers stood by and watched the 
orewd break two-thirds of the windows on the first 
floor of the Embassy before, after more than an hour, 
fercinc the crori back from the building. Earlier 1n 
tbe day seYeral delegations of Ruaaiana had presented 
petitions to the Embassy, calling for the withdrawal 
of US troops frem Lebanon. 

!!!· 19 Jul sa, 1:6-7. 

18 Jul 58 laat Gel'IIILil mobs attacked the US and Britiah military 
.taaions in Potadaa. An estimated 1,000 deaonstrators 
tare dewn flags and c!.IDI&ged the buildinc while shouting 
elogane against the US and British aotiene 1n the Middle 
laa11; ·; 'rhe two missions recetyec!. no pretection fr11111 
S.riet or Eaet German authorities. 

NYT, 19 Jul sa, 3:1. 
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18 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Baghdad reported that the Government 
ot the Iraqi Republic had given formal notice of ita 
withdrawal from the Arab Union and that it repudiated all 
f1Dancial, military, and other obligations devolvinc 
upon Iraq from that union. 

(U) Mag, Baghdad to SecState, unnumbered, 18 Jul 
58, DA IN 721198 (19 Jul 58), JMIPG Lebanon Mag File. 

18 Jul 58 In response to a re~eat for permission to fly US air
craft over Israel to deliver petroleum products to 
Jerdan, Israeli Prime Minister Ben Gurion replied that 
it the flights were absolutely necessary, the US should 
... it but don't ask ua." Ben Gurion added, however, 
that Israel weuld have to make a gesture of protest 
acainat &n7 such overflight and that a supply line to ~. 
Jordan not involving uae of Israel's airspace muat be /' 
established without delay. He wished the US to realize 
the extent to which the overflight ~eetion was exposing 
Israel to the danger of soviet-UAR retaliation. 

· ~Mag, SecState to Tel Aviv, 42, 18 Jul 58. 
(~ Mag, Tel Aviv to SecState, 72, 18 Jul 58. 

18 Jul 58 Baghdad Radio Announced that the new Iraqi reg1me would 
"reapect its obligations" toward foreign oil interests. 
In Beirut, an IPC . 11pokesman said a nol'll&l. flow of oil 
was still being pumped through to the Tripoli refinery. 

·!!!· 19 Jul 58, 5:1. 

18 Jul 58 Seeretary Dullea and Foreign Minister Lloyd, centering 
1ll. Washington on the Middle Baat crisis, agreed that 
~key's proposal to send Turkish troops into Iraq was 
11111dae. They foresaw that such a IIIOTe woul• not win 
tbe approval of world opinion, in view of the absence of 
1Bternal resistance to the new Iraqi reg1me. It would 
probably aol1dif7 the Iraqi people behind their new 
CGYernaent and might provoke a danceroua Soviet reaction. 
~ Mag, Secstate to London, 600, 18 Jul 58. 

18 Jul 58 The UN Security Council failed to acree on action to be 
taken concerning the Middle East Crisis. The USSR vetoed 
the US proposal to dispatch a UN force to Lebanon, and 
the Council alae voted down both a Soviet resolution 

· a&llinc for the withdrawal of US and British troops rrom 
Labanon and Jordan and a Swedish proposal that the 
operations of the UR Observer Group be suspended. Late 
1ll. the day, US Ambassador Lod&e .introduced a reaolution 
ealling an emergency session of the General Assembly, 
but withheld the move from a vote pending a compromise 
resolution that the Japanese delegation had earlier 
~cated it planned to introduce. A few hours after 
the Council had adjourned until 21 July, the Soviet 
UD1on circulated the draft of a resolution calling an 
..ergency session of the General Aaaembly. ~a 
differed in context rroa the US resolution in that it 
blamed the Middle Bast crisis on the Veatern intervention aa• charged that the US and British actions constituted 
a serious threat to peace and security. 

KTT, 19 Jul 58, 1:5; debate excerpts and texts of 
reeo1utions, 4:1-8. 
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18 J\.11 58 
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CINCSPECOMME informed the Chief of Naval Operations that 
gasoline was available in ~rUmsiand diesel oil in 
5-sallon tins at Beirut: H' intended to begin the POL 
airlift to Jordan on 19 ,f\il.y, using C-124 aircraft as 
they completed lifting A~ Force A from Adana to Beirut. 
~ Msg, CINOSPECOMMS to CNO, 3050, l82151Z J\.11 58, 

CCS 381.{8-23-57) sea 6. 

i'he US Ambassador 1n Vienna was informed that the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff had given assurance 

·there would be no fUrther US overflights of Austria 
without adequate clearance. The standing arrangement 
permitted flights by 30 planes a day over Austria under 
a 48-hour clearance procedure. If the Ambassador thought 
it desirable, these flights could be limited to night 
operations and could occur at levels up to 20,000 feet to ~ 
attract less notice, Should cessation of all over- ;-
,tllghts be required, planes flying from Germany to the 
Middle East would be forced to take a 300-mile detour. 
~ Msg, SecState to Vienna, 172, 18 J\.11 58. 

18 Jul 58 Secretary Dulles informed the TUrkish Government that 
the us saw grave implications in TUrkey's proposal to 
intervene in Iraq (see item of 17 J\.lly 58) and felt 
unable to give encouragement to the action without fUrther 
intormation regarding TUrkey's plans, capabilities, and 
eatimBte of the situation. Besides raising the quee~ion 
ot the military feasibility of the scheme, considering 
the difficult terrain ot the Iraqi-TUrkish border region, 
Secretary Dulles stressed particularly the absence of 
any organized group within Iraq opposing the new regime 
that would welcome the TUrkish invaders. 
~ Msg, SecState to Ankara, Cir 72, 18 J\.11 58. 

19 Jul 58 The UAR and the new Iraqi Government concluded an 
agreement embracing mutual defense and cooperation in the 
economic, military~ and international fields. 

. NYT, 20 J\.11 51:l, 1:6-7; text, 14:1-2. 

19 J\.11 58 The US Ambassador in Moscow offered his opinion that the 
USSR would react with force to any TUrkish intervention 
in Iraq and might even attack TUrkey directly. 

k&1 Msg, Moscow to SecState, 157, 19 J\.11 58. 

19 J\.11 58 The US Air Force Attache in Vienna reported that the 
Austrian Minister of Defense had announced that airspace 
over the part of Austria lying between west Germany 

19 Jul 58 

TOP 

and Italy was closed to all aerial traffic above 5,000 
meters altitude and was closed to all but commercial 
aircraft below this altitude, effective 19 J\.lly. 

(U) Mag, USAIRA in Vienna to USAFE, U-433, l90930Z 
J\.ll 58, AP IN 23393, JMEPG Lebanon Msg File. 

i'he US Ambassador in Athens reported that the Prime 
Minister of Greece had agreed to modifY his Government's 
earlier position on landing rights for US aircraft 
engaged in BLUE BAT. The Air Attache in Athens furnished 
instructions to interested US commands for complying with 
the new conditions. PUblicity was to be avoided ana 
crews warned to be silent about BLUE BAT; when possible, 
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night operations wouid.ba ·scheduled and flights spaced 
to prevent mass arrivals a_t any one base, '.<ith clearance 
requests submitted 24 hours in advance; destination of 
eastward flights was to h. Turkey only. These conditions 
applied to all aircraft c6nnected with BLUE BAT; 

(~ ~s~, Athens to Seostate, 176, 19 Jul 58, DA IN 
135133. ~ Mag, USAIRA Athens to Hq USAF, et al., C-71, 
191145Z Jul 58. Both in JMEPG Lebanon Msg FITe-. 

19 Jul 58 Jordan's King Hussein told a news conference that he had 
requested that US troops be sent to Jordan, and, he 
said, "we expect them." 

!!!· 20 Jul 58, 1:5. 

19 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Jordan was instructed to inform 
K1ng HUssein and Premier Rifai that the US could not 
comply with their request for political, economic, and 
military assistance to enable Jordan, in the name of 
the Arab Union Government, to put down the insurrection 
in Iraq. The us and UK had come to the aid ot Jordan 
in response to a call for help to preserve Jordan's 
independence and integrity; the proposed undertaking 
went 9e¥ond the original purpose of the operation. 
~ Mag, SecState to Amman, 203,19 Jul 58. 

19 Jul 58 The Foreign Minister of Iraq informed the US Embassy ·· 
that one aircraft on each Monday and one on each Wednes
day could be used to evacuate American nationals from 
Iraq. 
· ~ Mag, USARMA Ba6hdad to DEPTAR CX 44, 191410Z 
JUly 58, DA IN 135304, ( 20 Jul 58) • 
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19 Jul 58· Army Force A (187th Airborne Battle Group) began 
arriving at Beirut from Adana by air at 0400Z, completing it 
the operation at 2230Z. It numbered approximately 1720 
personnel. Force B (503rd Airborne Battle Group) remained 
in Germany on 24-hour alert. Perce C (combat and · 
service support units), already partly transported to 
Adana, would beiin airlift to Beirut when the Perce A 
movement was completed. Force D (service support) was 
scheduled to move by sea from French and German porte. 
~ Me~, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 38o8/3833, 192226Z 

J'Ul 58 • . (.a ) Mag 1 USAFE ADVON to CSAF , APEX 0078, 
201418Z Jul 58, JMEPG Lebanon Msg File. ~ JWR 
Situation Report No. 10 (Middle East), 23 Jul 58, CCS 
319.1 (7-16-58) sec 1. 

19 Jul 58 CINCUSAFE indicated that without fUrther augmentation 
of hie airlift capability it would require approximately 
8 days to complete the movement of Perce C to Lebanon. ' 

19 Jul 58 

On 22 July CINCSPECOMME advised that this schedule was 
acceptable to him. 
~ Meg! Hq USAFE to CSAF, APEX 000055, 191508Z 

J'Ul 58 •. f.lM'1 Msg, CINCSPECOMME to JCS and Hq USAFE, 
4774, 221821z Jul 58. Both in·ccs 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) 
eec 3. 

Premier Nikita Khrushchev of the Soviet Union, in a 
letter to President Eisenhower, proposed a conference 
ot the heads of government of the USSR, the US, Britain, 
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Prance,. and India, with. ~~•i UN Secretary General 
participating, to pre¥iht tne war that he said was made 
1111111nent by the "aggressiva.act" of the US and Britain 
in sending troops into Lebanon and Jordan. He proposed 
to meet at Geneva on 22 JUly, but stated that the USSR 
was agreeable to any other place, including Washington, 
and to another date, though he stressed the need for 
speedy action, He informed the President that he was 
simUltaneously approaching the other heads of government 
referred to above. 
·. Dept of State Bulletin, vol XXXIX, No. 998 
(ll Aug 58), pp, 231-233. · 

19 JUl 58 C<MIXVENTHPLT issued orders organizing a task group with 
the mission of deploying the 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines, 
tram the Western Pacific to the persian Gulf to conduct 
operations as directed in support of US interests. 

~) Magi. COMSEVENT!IPLT to CTF 76 and CTP 79, 3562, 
l91652Z Jul 5~, JMBPO Lebanon Meg File. 

19 Jul 58 

19 Jul 58 

19 JUl 58 

The US Ambassador 1n Vienna concluded that in view of 
the unfavorable publicity being given the matter, any 
further overrlight of Austria would seriously weaken 
the US moral and propaganda position. Hence he 
recommended that all overflights cease. If some future 
-rgency made them necessary, Auatrian authorization /; 
should not be requested and maximUm concealment should 
be practiced. The state Department and Headquarters US 
concurred in these recommendations • 
. _.. · ~) Msg, Vienna to Secstate, 191, 19 JUl 58,· (s) 
Mag, SecState to Vienna, 1801. 19 Jul 58. (S) Mag, Hq 
USAF to CINCUSAFE, APEX 0000~0, 201730Z JUl 58, JMBPO 
Lebanon Meg File. 

In the evening the Japanese UN delegation circulated a 
draft resolution to other members of the Security Council. 
Designed as a compromise measure, the resolution called 
for the UN Observer Group in Lebanon to continue its 
activities and requested the Secretary General to take 
measures forthwith to assist the Group in establishing 
conditions that would make possible the withdrawal of 
US troops. This was generally taken to imply an enlarge
ment of the Observer Grou~. 

NYT, 20 JUl 58, 1:5 {includes text). 

COMSIXTHFLT reported that in operations over Lebanon, 
16-19 JUly, 16 aircraft of his command had received 
dalllage from ground fire. 

-"EH Mag, COMSIXTHFLT to CINCSPECOMME, 3892, 200725Z 
.1\11 58." 

20 JUl 58 Jordan announced the severing of diplomatic relations 
with the UAR because of Cairo's recognition of the new 
Iraqi Government. 

NYT, 21 Jul 58, 1:5. 

20 Jul 58 

;;r s Sl£f 

-
The US Ambassador in Jidda transmitted Saudi Arabia's 
refusal of the US request of 17 JUly for overflight 
rights as well as.for use of the Dhahran airport in 
order to fly petroleum from Bahrein to Amman, Jordan • 
. ,, ~ Meg, Jidda to__secstate, 87, 20 Jul 58. 
...... 
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20 JUl 58 
. -~ : 
~· State Department 1nst~ete~he us Embassy in 
~l Aviv to express to Israel~ P~1me Minister Ben aurion 
th• very deep concern or th& VS ttgarding his protest 
against further British overfl1grits of Israel. The US 
understood his anxiety and had told the British of 
Ben Qurion•s desire that the UK transport its supplies 
through channels other than Israel's airspace as soon as 
possible. The US and UK were hastening to establish 
such an alternate route. However, loss or Israeli over
flight rights at that time would jeopardize the effective
ness of the British forces guarding the political 
stability or Jordan, which waa a matter or profound 
importance to Israel. 
-.. f.8i Mag, SecState to Tel Aviv, 52, 20 Jul 58, DA IN 

. 135774," (21 JUl 58). 

20 JUl 58 Dllring the meetings of Secretary Dulles and li'Oreign 
Mlnister Lloyd on 19-20 July, it was decided to hold the 
Baghdad Pact Meeting in London beginning 28 JUly, as 
scheduled. Secretary Dulles planned to attend the first 
d~'s session. 
_ ~ Mag, SecState to London, 777, 21 Jul 58. 

20 JUl 58 The Chief or Naval Operations notified CINCSPBCOMMB that 
be was authorized to airlift, within hie capability, 
or1tical POL products requested by the US Embassy in 
Alllalan. 
~ Mag! CNO to CINCSPECOMMB, 202203Z Jul 58, CGS 

381 (8-23-571 sec 6. _ 

21 JUl 58 'l'be situation fn Allman waa calm, and no incidents 
involving British troops were reported. Meanwhile, 

21 JUl 58 

21 JUl 58 

tbe Damascus, Cairo, and Baghdad radios urged the people 
ot Jordan to assassinate King HUSsein and overthrow his 
GOvernment • 
.. ,., .!!!!:· 22 JUl 58, 15:1, 2, 5. 

'l'be first aircraft evacuating Americans from Iraq 
departed Baghdad for Rome at 0820Z, bearing 90 passengers • 

.fe'r Mag, USARMA Baghdad to DEPTAR, CX 47, 211330Z 
JUl 58,-nA rN 135934. 
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ID a note handed to the US Ambassador in Moscow, the 
USSR condemned flights or US military aircraft over 
Auatria as a violation ot international law and or the 
Auatr1an treaty signed by the US, UK, USSR, and Prance. 
'l'be Soviet note called on the US-to halt these flights 
~diately. 

/· 

21 JUl 58 

21 Jul 58 

A NYT, 22 JUl 58, 1:7. 

ID a letter to President Eisenhower, President Chamoun 
ot Lebanon expressed his "profound gratitude" for US 
uaistance. 

•· NYT, 28 JUl 58, 5:3-4 (text). 

'l'be US Ambassador in Beirut was informed by the head 
ot the UN Observer Group in Lebanon that he had received 
authorization to establish liaison with US forces through 
tbe US Ambassador. 
.:~-' kt) Mag, Beirut to Secstate, 567, 21 JUl 58, DA IN 
13604j,- ( 22 JUl 58). . 
~~~-~- . ._: 
·-·· 
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21 Jul 58 The Chief of the TUrkish Qehera~~taff presented the US 
Army Attache· in Ankara with tHe ~kish plan for an 
invasion of Syria and Iraq, wHich was dependent on the 
US providing air cover and techn1bal material assistance. 
The plan called for the simultaneous occupation of 
certain areas in northern Syria and Iraq by two TUrkish 
army corps and an arm9red brigade, The objective was to 
hold sufficient territory in northern Syria and Iraq to 
secure TUrkey's southern border and protect over half a 
million ethnic TUrks living within the area, including 
many in northern Iraq who had declared they disliked the 
new Iraqi regime, 

.42'J Msg, USARMA Ankara to DEPrAR, AAC 125, 
2113402 JUl 5~, DA IN 135768. 

21 Jul 58 CINCSPECOMME requested that, in view of the size and 
complexity of the Lebanese operation, a major general 
or lieutenant general of the Army or Marine Corps be 
assigned immediately as COMAMLANFOR. This senior ground 
force officer's headquarters would comprise an echelon, 
with highly important duties, between CINCSPECOMME and 
the two brigadier generals who commanded the Army and 
Marine forces, respectively. 

~) Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 4119, 211341Z JU1 58, 
CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3, 

. ' 
21 JUl 58 In consultation with Secretary Dulles, Israeli Ambassador 

Eban expressed his country's approval of the US action 
in Lebanon and urged that US and British troops not be 
·withdrawn from the Middle East prematurely. Noting 
that Israel expected soon to receive a stern protest 
fran the USSR regarding the permission given for US-UK 
overflights and that Israel's identification with the 
US-UK intervention would deepen her security problem 
once the western forces had withdrawn, Eban suggested 
that the US and UK should acknowledge a special 
obligation to aid and protect Israel. Secretary Dulles 
replied that the US action in Lebanon should give 
confidence that an Israeli appeal would receive a similar 
response, and he promised a fresh review of Israeli 
arms :.;~gue a ts • 

(~ Meg, SecState to Tel Aviv, 61, 21 JUl 58, 

21 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Rome reported that the Italian 
Government desired for political reasons to assume that 
the destination of US aircraft refUeling in Italy was 
Adana and requested the US to avoid any public indication 
to the contrary. 
~ Mag, Rome to SecState, 24o, 21 JUl 58, DA IN 

136301 ( 22 JUl 58) , JMEPG Lebanon Mag File. 

21 JUl 58 At the UN, the Soviet representative strongly attacked 
the Japanese compromise resolution on the Lebanon 
question (see item of 19 July 58) because it failed to 
call for the immediate withdrawal of US troops. JUst as 
the Security Council was about to vote on the Japanese 
motion, the Lebanese representative requested a 
postponement on the grounds that his government needed 
more time to study the resolution. After an acrimonious 
exchange between the Soviet and US representatives, the 
vote was postposed un~il 22 JUly, 

~· 22 JUl 58, -~"8; debate excerpts, 8:1-8. 
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21 J\.11 58 The US Ambassador in Amman repoJ:_te(l that Premier R1fai, 
upon being informed that the us. would not assist Jordan 
1n putting down the Iraqi revolt) ma~ntained that there 
must have been some misunderstanding inasmuch as Jordan 
had no .intention of intervening militarily in Iraq. 
Despite this complete reversal of the Jordanian position, 
R1fai again stressed at length the purely domestic and 
psychological·reasons for wanting US troops in Jordan, 
namely that they l<ere needed for internal security and 
to offset reaction to UK troops whose presence was 
interpreted as a step toward reimposition of British 
control. To washington the Ambassador repeated his 
recommendation that the US forego sending troops but 
continue to supply commodities and provide financial and 
economic assistance. 

In the evening the US and British Ambassadors were 
again summoned to the palace, where King !!Usee in formally 
requested them to forward a new request ror US troops 
and additional British forces to their Governments. In 
doing so, the US Ambassador noted evidence that some plan 
for intervention in Iraq by TUrkey, Iran, and Pakistan 
was in the making, in which Jordan might join. Pointing 
out that, once stationed in Jordan, US forces would have 
no choice but to perform expanded security duties if 
HUSsein suddenly ordered the Jordanian Army into Iraq, 
he underscored his recommendation against sending US 
troops. 
~ Mag, Amman to SecState, 211, 21 J\.11 58. (S) 

Mag, Amman to SecState, 214, 22 J\.11 58. 

21 Jul 58 undersecretary of State Murphy was instructed to inform 
Lebanese officials that the US would assist Lebanon in 
economic rehabilitation once the present crisis was over. 
~ Mag, SecState to Beirut, 394, 21 J\.11 58. 

22 J\.11 5.8 · 'lbe Bri tillh War ornce told the us Ambassador in London 
that there were between 1700 and 1800 British troops in 
Jordan. 
~ Mag, London to Secstate, 490, 22 J\.11 58. 

22 J\.11 58 CINCSPECOMME reported that Undersecretary Murphy's 
efforts in Lebanon were being widely acclaimed. The 

22 J\.11 58 

fact that MUrphy had given equal attention to arranging 
conversations with opposition and Government leaders had 
been extolled in the press, and one leftist opposition 
paper had stated "the crisis is on the way to solution ..... 
Meanwhile US aircraft had encouraged the favorable turn 
of opinion by dropping a million leaflets over Lebanon. 

~) Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 4895, 222116Z J\.11 58, 
CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

The UN Secretariat received a protest from the UN Observer 
Group in Lebanon against low-flying US aircraft that were 
having a disquieting errect on the Lebanese population 
and hence making the work of the Observer Group more 
difficult. The Group was also concerned to note that US 
flights along the border were drawing Syrian antiaircraft 
fire, since UN patrol craft might also be fired upon as a 
result. In forwarding this report to washington, 
Ambassador Lodge recommended that both types or operation 
be st9~~ed if .possible. 

:. · 1»1 Mag, New Yorl<-'lo SecState, 114, 22 J\.11 58. 
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22 Jul 58 Replying to Kh~shchev•s letter-of 19 July, President 
Eisenhower pointed out that the UN Security Council had 
been created for the purpose of,detiermining whether any 
threat to peace existed, and1 if Qne did, what measures 
should be taken. Therefore, if Khrushchev seriously 
believed there was a threat to peace, he should take it 
up with the Security Council• Heads of government, the 
President fUrther pointed out, could represent their 
countries in the Security Council. If they were to meet, 
he said, they should make use of the existing machinery 
and orderly procedure or that body, rather than 
improvised procedures bypassing it and thus derogating 
from UN authority and prestige, as proposed by 
Khrushchev. The US would join in a Security Council 
meeting of heads of government if such a meeting were 

·generally desired. 
Dept of State Bulletin, vol XXXIX, No. 998 (11 Aug 

58), pp. 229-231. 

22 Jul 58 

22 Jul 58 

B1 patient discussion Ambassador McClintock persuaded 
President Chamoun to send immediate instructions to 
Lebanese delegate Malik at the UN reversing his stand 
against the Japanese resolution. Malik was directed 
to acquiesce in the Japanese resolution if it provided 
that US forces would not be withdrawn from Lebanon until 
the UN measures were considered adequate, with the 
determination of adequacy being reserved to the US and 
Lebanese Governments, 

_ - ~) Mag, Beirut to SecState, 588, 22 Jul 58, DA IN 
'136295. 

CINCSPECOMME requested CINCUSAREUR to ship all of Force 
E (tank battalion} to Lebanon as soon as possible. 
. ~) Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CINCUSAREUR, 221601Z Jul 

58, DA IN 136271. 

22 Jul 58 At the UN, the Soviet Union vetoed the Japanese resolu
tion on the Lebanese crisis after the Security council 
had rejected Soviet amendments calling for the immediate 
withdrawal of US forces. The vote on the Japanese 
resolution was 10-l, After the voting, Secretary General 
Hammarskjold announced that he intended to strengthen 
the UN Observer Group, despite the failure of the Security 
Council to agree on any action in Lebanon. The Council 
then adjourned indefinitely. 

~· 23 Jul 58, 1:4; debat~excerpts, 4:1-8. 

22 Jul 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff noted an estimate by JMEPG of 
the US forces that might be required in Lebanon if UAR 
covert assistance to the Lebanese opposition continued 
and long-term military support of the Lebanese Government 
was required. The estimate of Array and Marine land 
forces was two divisions (or equivalent} and one armored 
cavalry regiment, with supporting elements, totaling 
approximately 50,000 personnel. If the UAR intensified 
its covert intervention, up to three divisions might be 
required. The study pointed out that military operations 
in Lebanon of the magnitude indicated in the estimate 
would reduce US logistical readiness for general war and 
cause significant deficienciesin US ground force 
availability until a~Artial mobilization of industry 
and personnel became effective. 
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~) Dec On JCS 1887/479,~stimate of the 
Magnitude of U.S. Military Foroes which Maf Be Required 
in Lebanon for an Extended Pfriad of Time l '118) , " 22 JUl. 

·sa, ccs 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) seo 3-

22 JUl 58 With State Department and OSD concurrence, the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff canceled a study concerned with 
contingency planning for evacuation of American citizens 
from Iraq, which had been directed following inter~ 
departmental consultations on 18 JUly. . rn) JCS 1887/48!J. Note by Secys, "Iraq (U)," 22 Jul 
58. U) N/H of JCS 1~7/481, 22 JUl 58. Both in CCS 

22 JUl 58 

22 JUl 58 

381 ( -23-57) sec 6. 

BY this dateJ in response to President Eisenhower's 
requeet on lb July, a flash study on what the US could 
do to strengthen the military position of Turkey and 
.-Iran had been prepared and used by the Chairman, JCS, 

·'in discussions with the President. FUrther, the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) had arranged for 
expedited delivery of various items of ground force 
materiel to TUrkey and Iran, and for certain naval items 
to Iran. His office was in the process of determining 
what other items should be similarly exr,edited. 
·. ~ JCS 1887/478, Note by Secys, 'Possible Action 
by the United States to Strengthen Immediately the 
Military Position of Turkey and Iran ~," 22 Jul 58, 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. 

c 
.·.: 

:1aovernments friendly to the west had been 
reassured by the US-UK moves, but their internal 
opposition had been strengthened, and anti-Western 
demonstrations could be expected. The Arab world in 
general was in a period of revolutionary ferment and 
was likely to continue to undergo periods of violence 
and irrational1 ty. J 

~r !2 JUl 
58. 

22 Jul 58 The State Department announced that the US had expressed 
-its regrets to Austria for flights made over that country 
without Austrian permission. A--Department spokesman 

··emphasized that the aircraft had been unarmed transports 
:and stated that all unauthorized overflights of Austrian 
cterritory had ceased. 
· .. :. !!!!· 23 JUl 58, 8:6. 

22 JUl 58 

23 JUl58 

The Chief of Naval Operations directed CINCSPECOMME to 
continue airlifting critical POL products to Amman until 
surrace support became effective or until the US Embassy 
in Amman advised that the airlift was no~nger required. 
, ~ Msg1 CNO to CINCSPECOMME, 221931Z Jul 58, CCS 

:381 (8-23-571 sec 6. 
Adm Sir Michael Denny, BJSM, washington, informed the 
'Joint Chiefs of starr that UK authorities had concluded 
::.tbat the sending of ~her British forces to Jordan 
·would make no contribu~ion to political stability there, 

::;:~~ 
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23 J'Ul 58 

23 JUl 58 

23 J'Ul 58 

23 J'Ul 58 

23 J'Ul 58 

23 J'Ul 58 

~t that the. arrival of a smal~ t~rce would have an 
ettect out of all proportion to:fts. i ~~. Accordingly, 
approaches were being made through b1'11l State Dep4rtment 
to request the sending of a contingent of US troops, 
"however small," into Jordan, 
· {-It) Aide-memoire, Adm Sir Michael Denny to CJCS, 
2~ Ju1 58, cCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. 

.,,;.. . 

'lbe US Ambassador in Beirut reported the salient details 
ot the financial crisis confronting Lebanon as outlined 
bT the acting Minister of Finance, Since the crisis waa 
expected to be acute for the following three months, the 
Mln1ster of Finance requested that the US give immediate 
consideration to providing budgetary support for Lebanon. 
;~~:· (.S') Mag, Beirut to SeoState, 635, 23 JUl 58. 

President Eisenhower received a letter from Prime 
Mlnister Macmillan that urged US military participation 
1n Jordan in company with the British and requested a 
OS airl1rt tr0111 Cyprus to Amman to provide partial ' 
logistic support to the British forces·. 

c,, (.a-) 'Memo, Dir NB S;Asia and Afr Reg OSD (ISA) to 
A8at SecDet {ISA) "Logistic Airlift in Support of UK 
Poroee in Jordan,~ 23 J\l.l 58, ccs 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. 
--~· ·. ,-:_·· .:.:··. . . 
A4v1riing CINCSPECOMME that higher US author1 tie a. had 
reservations regarding the number of US troops ·to. be· 
stationed 1n Lebanon, the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

-1natructed him to clear with them before moving Arrq 
l10roe B from Genuany, except in emergency. ·,-· 

'' ~ Mag, JCS to CINCSPECOMMB, JCS 945311, 23 JUl 
56~ CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 
,: }.~ ·. ' . 
Premier· Khrushchev replied to President Eisenhower's 
letter of .22 JUly. Agreeing to a meeting of heads of 
government within the framework of the SecUrity Council, 
Khruehchev stated that Premier Nehru or India should 
partj.cipate 1n this special session of the SecUr1 ty 
council, and also representatives or the "interested 
Arab states," Again stressing the need for speed, he 
proposed that the meeting begin in New York on 28 J\l,ly, 

·. Dept of State Bulletin, VOl XXXIX, No, 998 (11 Aug 
58); pp. 234-235. . 

'lbe Soviet newspaper Izvestia opposed a heads-of
government meeting in the Security Counc.11 because, it 
aa1d, that US would have a •mechanical maJority" in the 
Council. MOreover, asked Izvestia, did the US •seriously 
illlllgine that anyone could agree to discuss important 
problems with Chiang Kai-shek?" 

!!!!· 23 JUl 58, 1:7. . 
. ~l-

The Joint Chiefs of Staff approved CINCSPECOMMB's 
recommendation that a senior officer be ap~ointed to 
the Joint ground force c01111118lld 1n Lebanon t see item of 
21. J'Uly), M&J Gen Paul D. AdemB, USA, was designated to 
serve as COMIUoiLANFOR. CINCSPBCOMMB retained over-all 
command and responsibility for maJor military and policy 
decisions; COMAMLANFOR, with a Joint statf of Arrq and 
Mal'ine personnel, was charged with all Joint and oCIIIbinad 

it> -:~ 
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23 Jul 58 

24 Jul 58 

-
aspects of land force operation~ an~ support planning 
1n the Middle East area and with~B~lating CINCSPECOMME 
1n maintaining liaison with Gen OMI'iab and other 
c011111anders. '!he Department of the Army directed USAREUR 
to assist Qen Adams by supplying personnel, equipment, 
and units, including a signal detachment, as required. 
~ Msg, DA to USCINCEUR and CINCUSAREUR, DA 

945322, 23 Jul ·58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

Speaker osseiran of tile Lebanese Cllamber of Deputies 
issued a call tor Parliament to meet on 31 JulY to elect 
a·aucceesor to President cnamoun. m. 24 Jul 58, 1:a. · 
. . ! .. · 

In-& note delivered to the TUrk1sll Foreign Ministry, 
the Soviet Union accused TUrkey of planning to attack 
Iraq and strongly warned against sucll action. A 
spokesman for the TUrk1sll Foreign Ministry denied the 
Soviet charge. -' m. 26 Jul sa, 4:5. 

24 Jul 58 '!he Joint Chiefs of Statt reco11111ended that the Secretary 
ot Defense request the Department of State to consider, 
aa a matter of priority, the assignment of a political 
advisor to tile staff of CINCSPBCOMMB, 1n view of the 
complex and cllanging political situation 1n tile Middle _ 
B&at and the international ramifications of tile operations 
CINCSPECOMME was then directing in that area (see i tam 
ot, 17 July). · 
~....,.. ~) Memo, CJCS to SecDet, "The Assignment ot a 
Political Advisor to CINCSPBCOMME's Statt (U)," 24 Jul 
58, derived from (S) JCS l887/48o, 22 Jul 58. Both in 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. _ 
--• .=.::ri 

24 Jul 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff notified CINCSP!COMMB that 
the US Government had approved tile British request tor 
US assistance 1n airlifting logistic support from 
CJprus tor the British forces 1n Jordan. 'lbey 
inStructed him to ascertain British requirements and 
render such assistance as lle could without Jeopardizing 
his primary mission. 

~) Ms~.r. JCS to CINCSPBCOMME, JCS 945452, 24 Jul 
58, CCS 381 ~ tl-23-57) sec 6. -

24 Jul 58 'lbe Joint Chiefs ot Staff advised CINCSPECOMME that the 
Israeli Ambassador had told Secretary Dulles the US had 
clearance for overfllgllt of Israel in support of British 
torces in Jordan • for a mD!Iber of days." 

(-'1'8) M~l. JCS to CINCSPBCOMMB, JCS 945462, 2_4 Jul 

24 Jul 58 

~· ccs 381 ~ tl-23-57) B8C 6. . -

'lbe strength of US Marine Corps units in Lebanon was as 
follows: 

lat Battalion, 
.,. 2nd Battalion, 

3rd Battalion, 
2nd Battalion, 

· ·~ Air Units 

8th Marines 
2nd Marines 
6th Marines 
8th Marines 

,;..: TO'l'AL 
.-:,: (m JWR Situation Report No. 

25'JU1 58, ccs 319.1 (7-16-58) 880 
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25 Jul 58 CINCNELM REAR fo~~arded the estimate of logistic support 

required by the British by airli~ from Cyprus to Jordan 
pending establishment of a sealift to Jordan about 
l August, In terms of C-124 aircr!ft loads it totaled 
55 per day, for purposes of routine fuel and dry-cargo 
supply maintenance and the establishment of a minimum 
reserve or jet fuel, 
~ Mag, CINCNELM REAR to CNO, 250336Z Jul 58, 

CCS 381 {8-23-57) sec 6. 

25 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Amman reported that in the light 
of. US refusal to send troops to Jordan he had been 
presented with an alternate proposal by King Hussein and 
Rifai, Jordan proposed to increase her internal security 
forces so that foreign troops could depart, While the 
idea of intervening in Iraq would be given up, border 
tribes and agents would be organized to penetrate Syria 
in order to create unrest. To achieve these objectives 
it·:was requested that the US provide Jordan with the 
eet1mated $8 million necessary to raise two additional 
brigades recruited from tribes loyal to the King, and 
that the US and Jordan conclude a mutual defense agree
ment under which the us would re-equip the Jordanian 
Army and supply technical and other military assistance 
under the supervision or a us MAAG. In addition, on 
g~ds that the Baghdad Pact was no longer an effective 
defense arrangement, it was requested that the US under
take to establish a new regional defense organization to 
be· known as METO, which would include TUrkey, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Iran, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, TUnisia, 
Morocco, US, UK, France, West Germany, Greece, Ubya, and 
Italy, 

. ,.. ~ Mag, Amman to SecState, 272, 25 Jul 58, 
'~ . 

25 Jul 58 At' a meeting of President Chsmoun, Gen Chehab, under
secretary MUrphy, Ambassador McClintock, and Adm 

25 Jul 58 

Holloway, Gen Chehab rejected the idea of any large-scale 
Joint Lebanese-us operations against the rebels, since 
he.waa sure his miXed army or Christians and Moslems would 
break apart if called upon to take all-out action against 
the largely Moslem opposition, The scoring of some 
military success against the rebels seemed important, 
however, as a means of improving political conditions 
prior to the presidential election scheduled for 31 July, 
Accordingly the conferees agreed that the Lebanese Army 
would undertake an operation that afternoon with the 
limited objective of reducing the size of the rebel-held 
Baeta district or Beirut, without attempting to clean out 
the area entirely, To increase the forces available to 
Gen Chehab for this and other operations, US troops would 
so far as possible replace Lebanese units in static 
positions. Also·, the US would respond to Lebanese 
requests for light military material, such as small arms 
and ammunition, tear gas, and psywar loudspeaker trucks, 

tei Mag, Beirut to SecState 1 698, 25 Jul 58, DA IN 
137951, ccs 381 Lebanon (5-13-581 sec 4. 

The US Ambassador in Cairo transmitted a formal protest 
received from the UAR which charged that American air
craft had violated UAR airspace in Syria and had 
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intercepted UAR civil aircraft, -lrte protest described 
seven infractions occurring on 18 and 21 July and warned 
that UAR armed forces had been orde~ed from that day to 
take any measures necessary to protect the airspace from 
violation. 
~ Msg, Cairo to SecState, 298, 25 JUl 58, DA IN 

137905. 

25 JUl 58 Secretary General Hammarskjold requested the consent 
of the Government of Lebanon to expand the functions 
and increase the size of the UN Observer Group. 

~· 26 JUl 58, 3:8. 

25 JUl 58 The US UN delegation in New York was instructed to 
advise secretary General Dag Hammarskjold confidentially 
that the US was prepared to offer substantial financial 
assistance for expanding the UN Observer Group in 
Lebanon. 

25 Jul 58 

25 Jul 58 

25 JUl 58 

25 JUl 58 

TOP WW1IT • 

"·· (.e) Meg, SecState to New York, 98, 25 JUly 58, 
DA IN 138149, ( 26 JUly 58). 

The Swiss Government announced that it had refused 
permission for US military transport aircraft to overfly 
Switzerland when the US had requested such permission 
for the night of 15-16 JUly. Since that time, said the 
announcement, three US aircraft had violated Swiss 
airspace by mistake, but the Swiss Government did not 
contemplate making any protest. 

L. NYT, 26 JUl 58, 3:7. 
:~-

In a brief reply to Khrushchev's letter of 23 JUlY, 
President Eisenhower wrote the Soviet leader that any 

· discussion of the Middle East in the UN Security Council 
shOUld be carried out under the established rules of the 
Council. He reiterated that any member nation might 
be represented by any member of its government, including 
the head of state, and pointed out that the Council was 
empowered to invite representatives of non-member nations 
to participate in the discussion under certain conditions• 
He also insisted that the Council concern itself with 
the Middle East in general, rather than limit discussion 
to a consideration of Lebanon and Jordan. 

~~ 26 JUl 58, 1:8; text, 2:4-8. 

Secretary of State Dulles informed the US Embassy in 
Beirut that if General Chehab had reasonably wide 
backing among the Lebanese, he would be acceptable to 
the US as President of Lebanon. Indeed, the US would 
be willing to help persuade him to undertake the candidacy 
it: necessary. 

-~· f'S) Mag, SecState to Beirut, 487, 25 JU1 58, DA IN 
138311 (26 JUl 58), 

. ;_J--.0.: 

Secretary of State Dulles cautioned the US Embassy in 
Beirut that US forces in Lebanon should not be deployed 
near the Syrian frontier in the present circumstances •. 
~ Mag, SecState to Beirut, 487, 25 JUly 58, DA IN 

138311 ( 26 JUl 58) • 
-·.· 

·-
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25 Jul 58 

v 

In view of indications .that the ~sis in the Lebanese 
situation had passed, Air Forae commands were authorized 
to decrease their alert statua1 , 
~ HQ USAF to CINCSAO et a1;, AFCVC TS 1592, 

2522o8Z Jul 58, JMEPG LebanonPlagFile. 

26 JUl 58 Change No. 6 to BLUE BAT formally designated MaJ Gen 
-Paul D. Adams, USA, as COMAMLANFOR, effective at 1200Z, 

· ~) Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 6456, 261001Z Jul 58. 
JMBPQ Lebanon Mag File, 

26 JUl 58 rn·a note to the West German Government, released by 
Taaa, the soviet Union called on West Germany to stop 
allowing the us to use German bases as staging points 
tor its military activities in the Middle East, 
;;ts mrr, 21 JUl s8, 7:2. .. ~:t: 

26 JUl 58 CIHCSPECOMME directed COMAMLANPOR to prepare contingent 
: plans, and COMAMAIRFOR and COMAMNAVPOR to prepare 

corresponding supporting plana, for the following: 
-- (l) clearing the Basta of rebel forces; \2) detending 

Beirut against reinforced rebel forcesj 3) defending . 
Lebanon against UAR intervention; and \4 securing the 
Tripoli and Sidon areas. The plans were to embrace action 
taken by both US and Lebanese forces together or by US 
torose alone, 

(«!) Mag, CINCSPECOMME to COMAMLANPOR, COMAMAIRFOR, 
aad COMAMNAVFOR, 6673, 261521Z Jul 58, COS 381 Lebanon 
(5•13-58) sec 4. 

-fi;" 
26 JUl 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that members of 

. Admiral Holloway's starr had assured him US aircraft 
were under strict orders not· to violate UAR airspace. 
Tbere was no record of any violation of the Syrian 
border, aa.charged by .the UAR (see item or 25 JUly 58), 
but a further investigation was underway, It was quite 
possible that US aircraft had intercepted some UAR planes 
tor identification purposes, but any such action fell 
under the terms of the notice to air traffic issued at 
the beginning of the Lebanese operation, 

_ ~ Mag, Beirut to SeoState, 737, 26 Jul 58, DA IN 
138448 ( 27 Jul 58) • 

26 JUl 58 In a letter submitted to the UN Security Council and 
circulated as a UN document the UAR charged that US 
aircraft on 18 and 21 July had committed three violations 
ot UAR airspace and had intercepted four UAR civil and 
commercial planes, 

rc1 Mag, SecState to Beirut, 580~ 30 Jul 58, DA IN 
139877 (31 Jul 58), NYT, 27 Jul 58, l:l:l. 

. -
26 Jul 58 As instructed by the State Department, the US Embassy 

:tn London informed the Foreign Office of the following 
US position regarding action in the Persian Gulf: 
(l) the US would continue to support the special British 
position in the Persian Gulf; (2) the US agreed with the 
British inclination not to intervene in Kuwait under the 
present circumstances and would counsel against military 
occupation except in the event of a c~ d'etat or by 
prior agreement with the Ruler of Kuw ; and (3) the 

.!Q! II!SRET 

US. endorsed the British plan to maintain forces in the 
Persian Gulf that coul:V.·intervene in Kuwait or Qatar 
within 36 hours time, if necessary, 
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26 JUl 58 

27 JUl 58 

. f'!'!") Meg, SecState to London, 1033, 25 JUl 58. 
(~ Mag, London to Secstate, 6021 26 JUl 58. 

Force c virtually completed its mov~ent by air to 
B&irut. Its strength of 1632, added to the Force A 
strength of 1755, brought the total Army personnel in 
Lebanon to 3387. Force B remained in Germany, w1 th one 
company on 12-hour alert and the remainder on 24-hour 
alert status. Forces D and E were en route to the 
objective area by sea, with estimated time of arrival 
2-5 August. 

. (.ll'l!t) J\'IR Situation Report No. 14 (Middle East), 27 
JUl sa, ccs 319.1 (7-16-58) sec 1. . 

•• _·1<'. 

Tbe US Army Attache in Amman reported arrival at 1800Z 
or the first USAF C-ll9's airlifting supplies from 
CJprus to·the British forces in Jordan. 

(.a) Msg1. USARMA Allman to DEPTAR, C 64, 281430Z JUl 
58, DA IN 130785, 

27 JUl 58 Since US forces in Beirut were finding 1 t increasingly 
difficult to obtain suitable land and sufficient room 
tor supply dumps and tactical troop deployment, 
CINCSPECOMME reported that further augmentation, in 
addition to Forces D and E already en route, would not 
be.desirable. . 

·. (~ Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 6936, 272111Z JUl 58, 
CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 4. 

28 JUl 58 CINCSPECOMME informed the JCS that the British Commanders 
in·Chief in the Middle East had requested him to arrange 
to continue the airlift from Cyprus to Amman beyond 
lcAugust, CINCSPECOMME advised the JCS that he was 
reluctant to be committed to this airlift on a continuing 
baSis. 

: (~·Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 6976, 2S0556Z JUl 58, 
COS 381 (B-23-57) sec 7. 
--~ . 

28 JUl 58 with regard to the Syrian border violations charged by 
the UAR (see item or 25 JUly 58), CINCSPECOMMB received 
a •repo11t from his air commander that there had been no 
US air activity whatever on 18 JUly and that no US 
military aircraft had operated on 21 .JUly in the area 
or the alleged violations. 

· f.e1 Meg, Beirut to SecState, 763, 28 JUl 58, DA IN 

28 JUl 58 

138904 ( 29 JUl 58) • 
·;;-__ 

At' the first session or the Baghdad Pact meeting in 
LOndon, Secretary Dullea cited the intervention in 
Lebanon as proof that the US was loyal to its friends 
and capable or quick decisive action. He assured the 
Paot members that in time or trouble the US would •act 
promptly, vigorously and even at great risk to itself to 
inll\lre their independence and integrity." The US would 
not be dissuaded by Soviet attempts to play upon the 
world's rear cr war. 
· · ~ Meg, London to SecState, SECTO 15, 28 JUl 58, 

DA IN 139309 (29 JUl 58). 

·--
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NOTE REGARDING THE LAST ENTRY FOR 28 Jul 58: 
'· I. 
~-···· 

Deapite the reference in meeaage JCS 9~5598, 28 Jul 58, . 
to HONEST JOHN launchers and missiles currently en route to 
Lebanon, theae weapons were still in Germany and never left 
there, Only the HONEST JOHN battery 1 a personnel were en. ·llOUte, 
by sea. The following additional information ia pertinent: 

23 Jul. 58.:· i: a meeeu:e to CINCUSAREUR. CINCSPECOMME reoueeted 

:;1. 
Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CINCUSAREOR, 231956Z 

,. 

DA IN 136978, COS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) aeo 3; 

26 Jul 58 The Chief of Starr, Army, adviaad CINCUSAREOR of the 
State Department requeat that HONEST JOHN launohera 

and miseilea not ba landed in Lebanon. Apparently bf decision or 
CINCUSAR!UR, the HONEST JOHN unit's entire equipment waa unloaded 
at Bremerha'fln, .The battery's peraonnel had already departed, 
however, on ,board another ehi p, 

• ' " ,f • • • • 

';•:~·: ( 8 JIQPORJI) Hq USAREUR, "The U,S, Army Task Faroe in 
. ; .·: Lebanon," pp. 25-26; 1-81 Mag, CINCUSAREUR to 
:: :\; CIIICSPECOMME, 271~09Z Jul 58, DA IN 138563. ' . ; 
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TCP..J Ciilir , 

28 J\11 58 

• 

In London, Secretary Dulles si~ a declaration of 
collective security with the Pr~a Ministers of the UK, 
Iran, TUrkey, and Pakistan--tha members of the Baghdad 
Pact, less Iraq, The US was pledged to cooperate with 
these states for their security and defense, and to 
"promptly enter into agreements designed to give effect 
to this coop!lration." A us official told reporters that 
this action by the us was equivalent to joining the 
Baghdad Pact, 

~. 29 JUl 58, 1:5-6; text, 6:4-5. 

28 JUl 58 In reply to President Eisenhower's letter of 25 JUly, 
Premier Khrushchev said the Soviet Government considered 
it essential and urgent to convene a conference of heads 
ot government, including Premier Nehru of India, as 
previously proposed, By insisting on the procedures of 
a regular session of the Security Council, the us, he 
charged, was trying to stall orr such a meeting of heads 
of government as could promptly take the decisions 
necessary to end the armed intervention in Lebanon and 
Jordan, and preserve and strengthen universal peace. 
Noting that Premier de Gaulle of France preferred a 
meeting in Europe, he eaid the soviet Government, with
out objecting to New York, now favored de Gaulle's View, 
but any city desired by the us was acceptable. 

Dept or State Bulletin, vel XXXIX, No. 999 (18 Aug 
58), pp. 275-277. 

28 Jul 58 The Joint Chiefs or Starr, with State and Defense 
concurrence, directed CINCSPECOMME not to land the battery 
of HONEST JOHN launchers and missiles currently en route 

·to Lebanon. The weapons, however, might be maintained 
afloat, immediately available for use if directed by JCS. 
A State Department request tor this action had been 
rorwarded.to JCS by the Deputy Secretary or Defense two 
d&Js earlier. 

~) Mas, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 945598, 2816052 
JUl 58. {oils} Memo, DSecDef to CJCS "Emplacement of 
HONEST JOHN MiSsiles in Lebanon," 2~ JUl 58, Enol to 
~) JCS 1887/483, 26 JUl 58, Both in CCS 381 Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sea 4, 

29 J\11 58 Lebanese Premier Solh escaped unhurt when a bomb was 
detonated near his car while en route to his office, 
The explosion killed one member of the Premier's motor
cycle escort and injured others. 
~ Mag, USARMA, USAIRA, and ALUSNA Beirut to 

DBPTAR, CX 274, 291609Z J\11 58, DA IN 139207, 

29 J\11 58 Undersecretary Murphy reported that as a result or the 
attempted assassination or Premier Solh a political crisis 
had developed in the Lebanese Government involving Gen 
Chehab, Solh, who had previously espoused an early 
preeidential election and had been expected to support 
Chehab•s candidacy, was now opposed to the election and 
vehemently condemned Chehab. He blamed Chehab for 
Lebanon's predicament, which he charged US inactivity 
condoned, and proposed to have him and other General Staff 
officers summarily dismissed. Upon being informed, in 
response to his direct question, that US forces would not 
be used to support hia_government against the Lebanese 
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Army should there be violent reaction to the removal 
ot Chehab and other officers, Solh stated that he 
himaelt would resign and leave the country. Mr MUrphy 
commented that this latest development pointed up the 
present government's lack or effective power and the 
attendant possibility of a military cotK d'etat to 
establish real authority. Therefore, e indicated 
aateet course for the US was with Chehab and the 
mill tl!-l"f. 
::Jl~'- .(-61 Meg, Beirut to Secstate, 819, 30 J\11 58. 

·~· . 

29 Jul 58 Tbe Joint Chiefs of Starr directed CINCSPECOMME to 
1ntorm the British that the US could not assume 
responsibility for the air supply of British forces 
1n Jordan on a continuing basis, because of insufficient 
available aircraft. If facilities were available, 
CINCSPECOMME was to continue the airlift temporarily, 
until 6 August. Meanwhile, he was to ascertain a firm 
date by which the British line of communications 
tram Aqaba to Amman would be completed, and advise 
the JCS. 
" ~ Mag JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS ·945707, 
~2133Z J\11 sA, ccs 381 (8-23-57) sec 7. 

30 J\11 58 While in consultation with Adm Holloway and the US 
Ambassador in Beirut,Gen Chehab explicitly stated 
that he would not request withdrawal of US forces 
tram Lebanon until rebel military activity-had been 
reduced and contained. 
~ Mag, Beirut to Secstate, 820, 30 Jul 58, 

DA IN 139637. 

31 J\11 58 The UN Observer Groupm Lebanon, in its second report, 
stated that no more than limited smuggling of arms 
into Lebanon--and that largely confined to amall arms 
and ammunition--had occurred up to 15 July, and that 
no persons had been found who had "indubitably" 
infiltrated for the purpose of fighting. These 
conclusions were based on the results of air patrolling, 
both day and night, checked against the results of 
day ground patrolling, all-night watches, and 
occasional night patrols. Arrangements had been made 
with Opposition leaders on 15 July for unimpeded access 
to all the frontier under their control; but the arrival 
ot US troops on that date had complicated the Group's 
task, and constituted one reason for the 15 JUlY cut-off 
date for the report. However, the Group stated, no 
information had reached it since 15 July that would 
warrant a change in the general conclusions set forth 
in the report. 

~~ 1 Aug 58, 1:7-8; 2:3-6, 7. 
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31 JUl 58 Tne US Ambassador in Beirut learned from discussion 
with Chamoun and Chehab that neither of them desired 
expansion of the UN Observer Group in Lebanon. Chamoun 
wanted US forces to remain in Lebanon until stability 
was restored; he would consider increasing UN forces 
o!Uy if US troops were withdrawn prematurely. Chehab, 
on the other hand, openly opposed increasing the Observer 
GroUp. and, indeed, expected to ask for its departure 
about the same time US troops were withdrawn. 
~ Mag, Beirut to Secstate, 867 1 31 JUl 58, DA IN 

140275, (1 Aug 58). · 

31 Jul 58 Gen FU&d Chehab was elected President or Lebanon by a vote 
ot 48 to 7 (with 1 abstention) on the second ballot in 
the Lebanese Parliament. The only other candidate pledged 
his support to General Chehab after the election. Ten 
ot·the 66 members of the Parliament did not participate, 
including Premier Sam1 Solh, who had opposed the holding 
ot the election so long as violence continued • 

.!!!!• 1 Aug 58, 1:8, 

31 Jul 58 At a press conference Secretary Dulles informed newemen 
that the US hoped there would be a greater measure of 
political stability in Lebanon at the time of US troop 
withdrawal than there was when they arrived, However, he 
sa1d, "whatever our visws may be, we would not stay in · 
Lebanon after we had been asked to Withdraw by the<duly 
constituted Government of Lebanon." 

Dept of State Bulletin, vol XXXIX, No. 999 {18 Aug 
58), p. 271. 

31 JUl 58 The US Ambassador in Lebanon reported that President
elect Chehab, under political pressure for an immediate· 
public declaration calling on US forces to withdraw, asked 
it it m1gM not be possible for the US to announce that 
the improved security situation in Lebanon would presently 
make it possible for US troops to leave. Chehab 
expected the civil war rapidly to die out now that the 
election was over, and he felt that Syrian-Egyptian 
interference would not be resumed again for acme while, 
since Nasser reportedly had been severely shaken by the 
swift and effective US intervention in Lebanon. At the 
ssme time Chehab expressed the hope that US would help 
Lebanon With financial and military assistance, referring 
specifically to a need tor US funds for the purchase of 
certain French-manufactured arms that were essential to 
Lebanese T/0 & E 1 a. -
~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 869, 31 Jul 58. 

31 JUl 58 The. US Ambassador in Lebanon advised CNO that President
elect Chehab had stated how very pleased he was in his 
personal and official relationships with Admiral Holloway, 
Gen Chehab had said, "Tne Admiral showed an instant 
comprehension of our situation from the very moment we 
met on the airport road." The Ambassador had indicated 
to Chehab that he fully concurred. 
~ Mag, Beirut to Secstate, 875, 1 Aug 58. 

-. 
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1 Aug 58 

1 Aug 58 

1 Aug 58 

1 Aug 58 

Replying to Premier Khrushchev's letter of 28 July 
about a meeting of heads of government in regard to the 
Middle East situation, President Eisenhower stated that 
he was instructing the US Permanent Representative to 
the Security Council to seek a special meeting of that 
body on or about 12 August, at which heads of govern
ments and foreign ministers might have direct dis
cussions. The US would not insist on New York as the 
place, but ruled out Moscow. The US position, the 
President said, was that (1) the UN Security Council 
had the principal responsibility for maintaining inter- · 
national peace and security, and (2) through the 
Council, which represented them, the smaller nations 
participated in decisions inevitably affecting them. 
Khrushchev's proposal, on the other hand, was that 
five great powers should impose their decision on the 
reat of the world in a manner reminiscent of the system 
of political domination in Eastern Europe. 

Dept of State Bulletin, vol XXXIX, No. 999 
(18 Aug 58), pp. 274-2/5. · r< - . 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff, having noted the ··British 
deaire for combined planning with US commanders in the 
Middle Eeat, cabled the following tentative guidance 
to CINCNELM REAR, CINCSPECOMME, and COMIDEASTFOR, to be 
applicable to all US-UK planning discussions: dis
cussions relating to the Middle Eaat, without commit
ment of US forces or facilities, could be carried on 
at all levels, exchange of information was authorized, 
and close liaison with the British was to be maintained 
by all commands, but the use of' the term "combined 
planning" was to be avoided; no US forces or US actions 
in support of' any US-UK plan could be committed by any 
commander without specific approval of the JCS. 
~ Mag, JCS to CINCNEUI REAR ECHELON, CINC· 

SPECOMME, and COMIDEASTFOR, JCS 945925, 1 Aug 58, 
derived from ~l JCS 1887/485, 31 Jul 58. Both in 
CCS 381 (8-23-57 sec 7. 

on the basis of investigation reports submitted to 
CINCSPECOMME, the US Ambassador in Beirut recommended 
that the US issue a denial of' the UAR charge that US 
aircraft had violated the Syrian border. The US should 
concede, however, that its planes had intercepted UAR 
civil aircraft for identification purposes and should 
acknowledge that this sort of interception would 
continue as long as US forces remained in the area. 
~ Msg, Beirut to SecState, 889, l Aug 58, 

DA IN.l4o617 (2 Aug 58). 

Task Group 74.1, proceeding from the Pacific to the 
Persian Gulf bearing the 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines, 
reported to CINCSPECOMME for operational control at 
2330Z. 

fe1 Meg, CTG 74.1 to CINCSPECOMME, Ol2323Z Aug 58, 
JMBPG Lebanon Meg File. 
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1 Aug 58 Arm¥ Sgt James R. Nettles was k11Ied by rebel snipers 
on the outskirts of Beirut, the first ground force 
fatality resulting from hostile act~on since US forces 
entered Lebanon on 15 July. ·. 

NYT, 3 Aug 58, 1:5. ~ Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 
9168, ~2126Z Aug 58, . 

2 Aug 58 Replying to Prime Minister Macmillan's letter of 
27 July, Secretary Dulles agreed with the suggestion 
that combined US-UK military planning should be speeded 
and expanded, in anticipation of further trouble in the 
Middle East if the Soviet Union declined to attend the 
proposed special UN Security Council meeting. Secretary 
Dulles wrote that "possible areas of trouble which our 
military planners should examine urgently include the 
Persian Gulf, Libya, Sudan and also Jordan in view of 
the possibility that there may be an attempted lo~h in 
that unhappy country while your forces are stil ere." 
He proposed that the planning be undertaken by increased 
liaison between the British Chiefs ot Staff and 
CINCNEUI REAR Headquarters in London. 
~ Msg, SecState to London, 1400, 2 Aug 58. 

2 Aug 58 The Israeli Ambassador informed the State Department 
that Israel had received a Soviet note on ! .. ·August 
strongly protesting the US-UK overflights permitted 
by Israel. The Soviet note accused Israel of associ
ating with the Western powers in acts of aggression 
and charged Israel with responsibility for a resulting 
increase in Middle East tension, which might develop 

'·, into armed conflict. The Ambassador said Israel did 

(

.) not regret granting the overflight permission, but 
Prime Minister Ben Gurion believed that by making the 
request the US and UK had incurred an inescapable 

. moral obligation. The Prime Minister thought it 
urgently necessary for US policy regarding the inde-

\ pendence and integrity of Israel to be made clearly 

\ 
known to the Soviets. 

2 Aug 58 

TQ? SECPET 

· ~) Meg, SecState to Tel Aviv, 110, 2 Aug 58. 

The US Ambassador in Tel Aviv transmitted an urgent 
message from Israeli Prime Minister Ben Gurian that 
demanded immediate cessation of US overflights of 
Israel. The British Ambassador in Tel Aviv had 
received a similar demand. The Israeli Foreign Office 
intimated that Ben Gurian's insistent action followed 
tram his receipt of the stern Soviet note of 1 August 
and from concern that he had already exceeded the 
authority allowed him by the Cabinet in granting over
flight permission. After consultation with his British 
colleague, the US Ambassador concluded that Ben Gurian 
had decided that the urgency of the supply needs of 
Jordan and the British forces there was not sufficient 
to justify the risk Israel was running in permitting 
overflights and that he did not feel able to resist 
strong Cabinet and potential public opposition on the 
matter. 
~ Mag, Tel Aviv to SecState, 137, 2.Aug 58, 

DA IN '140962 ( 3 Aug 58). 

.]";. 
:~.-. 
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2 Aug 58 

2 Aug 58 

3 Aug 58 

3 Aug 58 

3 Aug 58 

3 Aug 58 

2 qpgpz:r 

The US Government extended recognition to the Govern
ment of the Republic of Iraq, after noting Iraq's 
agreement to be bound by the UN Charter and Iraq's 
other international obligations. 

Dept of State Bulletin, vol XXXIX, No. 999 
(18 Aug 58), p. 273. 

K1ng Hussein of Jordan announced, in Amman, the formal 
dissolution of the Arab Union. 

~· 3 Aug 58, 1:6. 

Ships bearing Force E (tank battalion) and a major part 
ot Force D (service support) arrived at Beirut and 
began unloading, When completely debarked, the two 
Forces would add 72 tanks, 756 vehicles, and 5182 Army 
personnel to the US forces present in Lebanon. 

.. (~ JWR Situation Report No. 22 (Middle East), 
4 .:Aug 58, CCS 319.1 (7-16-58) sec 2, ,. 
Premier Khrushchev of the Soviet Union and Mao Tee-tung, 
the leader of Communist China, issued a joint communi
CJUe in Peiping, after four days of consul tati.ons there, 
{1) denouncing the "flagrant aggression" carried out 
b7 the US and Britain in Lebanon and Jordan, (2) main
taining that a conference of the heads of government 
ot the big powers should be called at once to discuss 
the situation in the Middle East, and (3) demanding 
that the US and Britain immediately withdraw their 
forces trom Lebanon and Jordan, 

,, ~. 4 Aug 58, 1:8, 3:2-5. 

Undersecretary of State Robert Murphy completed talks 
begun the previous evening with the leaders of the new 
Government of Iraq. During these talkS he had assured 
them that.the US had no intention of invading Iraq, 
or otherwise interfering with Iraq's revolution. The 
Iraqi leaders had (1) assured Mr. Murphy that their 
revolt had had no inspiration or help from without; 
(2) spoken of cooperation, rather than an alliance, 
with the United Arab Republic; and (3) stated, without 
evidencing hostility toward the Baghdad Pact, that 
Iraq's adherence to that Pact was under active study. 

~. 4 Aug 58, 1:7, 5:5-7. 

Speaking in blunt terms to Israeli Ambassador Eban, 
Secretary Dulles said that he and the President were 
shocked by the appearance that, upon receiving the 
Soviet protest against US-UK overflights, Israel had 
immediately requested that the flights be stopped. 
The US and UK had acted in the Middle East "to show 
Nasser and the Soviets there was a point beyond which 
they could not go," and the two Western nations under
stood they had Israel's support. The US could not 
successfully defend the independence of Israel and 
other countries in the area 1f "Israel felt so menaced 
by the USSR that it would instantly do whatever the 
Soviets want." Secretary Dulles recalled the assurance 
given under the American Doctrine that the US would 
inStantly come to Israel's aid it attacked by a 
Communist state. 

~) Msg, SecSta$e to Tel Aviv, 111, 3 Aug 58. 
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3 Aug 58 

4 Aug 58 

4 Aug 58 

5 Aug 58 

5 Aug 58 

TQP m:snr 

At the request of the State Department, CNO directed 
that the task group bearing the 3td Battalion,, 3rd 
Marines, return to Singapore an~ tevert to CINCPACFLT 
control, but he cautioned that it m~t be prepared to 
reveree course again if the situatibn in the Persian 
Gulf worsened. 
~ Mag, CNO to CINCSPECOMME and CINCPACFLT, 

2o840, 031815Z Aug 58, JMEPG Lebanon Mag File. 

General Fuad Chehab, in his first statement to the 
nation after becoming President-elect of Lebanon, 
invoked unity as the basis for achieving the national 
ailllll, "of which the foremost is the withdrawal of 
toreign troops." 

·<· N'lT, 5 Aug 58, 1:1. .. -
The Joint Chiefs of Staff directed the Joint Strategic 
Survey Council to assess the situation that was likely 
to exist in the Middle East after the immediate crisis 
there had passed and to submit recoi!DIIendations on 
actions that could be •aken to improve the position 
of the us in the area. . 
· · (U) SM-522-58 to JSSC, "Long-Range Actions in the· 

Middle East (U) " 4 Aug 58, CCS 381 (B-23-57) sec 7, 
derived from ~ JCS 1887/482, 25 Jul 58, same file, 
sec 6. 

In reply to President Eisenhower's letter of 1 August, 
Premier Khrushchev expressed regret that the President 
(and Prime Minister Macmillan) had made impossible a 
meeting of the five-heads of government proposed by 
the Soviet Union. However, since the withdrawal of 
foreign troops from Lebanon and Jordan was still 
urgently necessary in the interests of peace and the 
independence of those countries, the Soviet Government 
was instructing its UN representative to request a 
special session of the General Assembly. The Security 
Council, he said, with its membership consisting 
principally of countries belonging to NATO, the 
Baghdad Pact, and SEATO, plus Chiang Kai-shek's Chine, 
had already shown itself to be incapable of dealing 
with the problem. He hoped the US would support the 
soviet request for a special session of the General 
Assembly as a step toward relaxing tensions and pre
paring the way for a meeting at the sUIIDIIit. 

Dept of State Bulletin, vel XXXIX, No. 1001 
(1 Sep 58), pp. 342-346. 

Secretary Dulles received a letter from Prime Minister 
Ben Gurion that authorized resumption of the US air-
11ft over Israel to Jordan (see item of 3 August 58). 
Ben Gurian avowed that the stoppage begun on 3 August 
had been requested for reasons other than acquiescence 
in the Soviet protest of 1 August. The Soviet note 
would not be answered for several days, and Israel's 
reply would be a firm but polite rejection of the 
charge that by permitting overflights, Israel was 
a1d1~ US-UK "aggression." 

~) Meg, SecState to Tel Aviv, 119, 5 Aug 58 • 
... 
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5 Aug 58 The Israeli Ambaesador in washing~n conveyed his 
Government's permissiOn for US aircraft to overfly 
Israel on consecutive nights beginning 5 August and 
encUng at dawn on 10 August. tlS military aircraft 
would not be authorized to overfly Israel thereafter. 
~ Mag, JCS to CINCSPECOMME{ JCS 946117, 

5 Aug 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-581 sec 4. 

5 Aug 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff formally directed CINCSPECOMME 
to begin planning for orderly but prompt withdrawal 
of US forces and materiel from Lebanon, in view of the 
probability that Chehab would ask for US troop with
drawal upon assuming the presidency. CINCSPECOMME had, 
in.fact, already informed CNO that he had ordered the 
preparation of phased withdrawal plans immediately after 
Chehab's election. CINCSPECOMME had noted that Chehab 
could hardly do otherwise than set the withdrawal of 
US forces as an early objective or his administration, 
and he believed the early departure of some Marine 
forces would greatly assist Chehab in resisting internal 
political pressures. 

In a related message sent later the same day, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff informed CINCSPECOMME that the 
Department of State considered it would be politically 
desirable to reduce the number of US forces in Lebanon. 
Accordingly they directed him to submit rec~
mendations concerning the reductions that could be 
made, consistent with his mission. 

· ~ Meg JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 946103, 
051914Z Aug 5~. f:l Mag, CINCNEIM REAR to CNO, 9678, 
05ll01Z Aug 58. ) Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 

· 946107, 051948z Aug 58. All in ccs 381 Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sec 4. 

5 Aug 58 Because of" the unstable situation in Jordan the US 
AmbaSsador in Amman was authorized to proceed with 
Phase I evacuation of dependents. In view of the 
imminent outbreak of disturbances, the departure was 
to be arranged quietly so as not to precipitate.a 
crisis. · 

5 Aug 58 

5 Aug 58 

· · ~ Mag, SecState to Amman, 420, 5 Aug 58. 
~ Msg, Amman to SecState, 415A 8 Aug 58. ~ Mag, 
SecState to Amman, 471, 8 Aug so. 
The US Department of state agreed to a British pro
posal to train Jordanian and Lebanese pilots in the 
UK, instead of in their home country, to fly the 
Hawker Hunter aircraft allocated to Jordan and Lebanon. 
Delivery of the Hawker Hunters to Jordan and Lebanon 
would thus be postponed until the training period of 
about four months duration was completed. 
~ Mag, London to secstate, 737, 2 Aug 58. 

{S) Msg, SecState to London, 1472, 5 Aug 58. 

CNO directed CINCLANTFLT to sail TRANSPHIBRON 8 from 
the United States, with one Marine BLT plus a RLT 
Headquarters and Hq Company embarked, to relieve one 
TRANSPHIBRON and BLT in the Mediterranean. 

¥!t Mag, CNO to CINCLANTFLT, 20981, 052327Z 
Aug 58,.JMEPG Lebanon Mag File. 

:~ 
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6 Aug 58 

6 Aug 58 

7 Aug 58 

•.!Q!. 3£53£' 

The Government of Lebanon f~~l~ endorsed the status 
of forces agreement that had been negotiated by the 
US Embassy in Beirut, The ag~~ement's terms were brief 
and extremely liberal, reserving all criminal and 
disciplinary jurisdiction to the US military authori
ties, barring civil suits, and exempting the forces from 
all taxation, import duties, and mail and customs 
inspections. 
~ Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 1569, 101341Z 

Aug 5"B •. 

The US Ambassador in Amman conveyed the response to 
Jordan's request of 25 July for various forms of US 
assistance. The US decision on providing funds for 
two additional brigades for Jordan, as well as on a 
US-Jordanien mutual defense treaty and establishment 
of a MAAG in Jordan, would be deferred until after the 
UN Security Council meeting on the Middle East. With 
respect to the request for a new regional defense 
organization, the US disagreed with Jordan regarding 
the current effectiveness of the Baghdad Pact arrange
ment and considered Jordan's proposal botnundesirable 
and unfeasible. Premier Rifai, stressing 'the need 
for an overt show or US support, indicated that 
prel1m1nary coordination with the US Military Attache 
would be started in anticipation of a favorable 
decision on the postponed issues. The US Ambassador 
commented that he concurred in R1fa1 1s assessment that 
the situation required tangible evidence of US interest 
if the pro-Western government of Jordan were to survive. 
~ Mag, SecState to Amman, 397, 2 Aug 58. 

~ Msg, Amman to SecState, 372, 4 .A~ 58. ~ Mag, 
Secstate to Amman, 423, 4 Aug 58. ~Mag, Amman 
to Secstate, 4o4, 6 Aug 58. 

The US Ambassador in Amman reported that one battalion 
of approximately goo British troops had disembarked 
from a UK carrier and cruiser at Aqaba on the night of 
6 August. The battalion was being transported over
land to Amman. 

~ Msg, Amman to Secstate, 409, 7 Aug 58, 
DA IN'l42579 (8 Aug 58). 

The US Ambassador in Beirut requested discretionary 
authority for CINCSPECOMME to initiate withdrawal of 
one and possibly two Marine battalions. The Ambassador 
and Adm Holloway had discussed with Gen Chehab the 
advisability of a symbolic withdrawal of US forces, 
and Chehab had concurred that there would be political 
advantage in a token re-embarkation, providing the 
bulk or US forces remained intact in Lebanon until 
peace and security were assured. However, the 
secretary of State, although conceding some psycho
logical value in a reduction of US forces in the near 
future, declined to grant the discretionary authority 
at that time. 

~) Meg, Beirut to SecState, 993, 7 Aug 58. 
~ Mag, Secstate to Beirut, 779, 9 Aug 58. 
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7 Aug 58 

7 Aug 58 

The Soviet press arinoUnceq th' compietion of Soviet 
military and naval exerc1!1~s in the Transcaucasus and 
Turkestan that had begun·lB July. 
~ Mag, ALUSNA USARMA USAIRA Moscow to CNO, 

0446, 07101oz Aug sa. 

The UN Security Council unanimOusly adopted a US 
resolution calling for an emergency session of the 
General Assembly, beginning 8 August, to consider the 
Middle East situation. 

NYT, 8 Aug 58, 1:7. 

7 Aug 58 Porwarding four alternative evacuation plans, CINC
SPBCOMMB recommended adoption of Plan A, which called 
tor embarkation of one Marine battalion in amphibious 
shipping within three days after date of receipt of 
the JCS execution order. The Marine battalion would 
.then serve ae a floating reserve. CINCSPECOMMB requested 
authorization to initiate the plan at a time he would 
recommend after his meeting with Chehab on 11 August. 
He proposed, moreover, that the JCS authorize stoppage 
of all further unloading of equipment and supplies at 
Beirut, except items essential to operations ashore. 
~ MegA CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 0724, 072216Z 

Aug 58, CCS 3~1 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 4. 
~ .· 

8 Aug 58 At the first meeting of the emergency session ·.~-tile 
UH·aeneral Assembly, Secretary General HammarskJold 
eat forth a program for stabilizing the Middle East, · 
.tth the following principal provisions: (1) a decla
ration by the Arab states reaffirming their adherence 
to the principles of mutual respect for each other's 
territory, nonaggression, and noninterference in each 
other's internal affairs; (2) the continuation and 
extension·of existing UN activities in Lebanon and 
Jordan; (3) jolnt action by the Arab states, assisted 
bJ.the UN, to further their economic development. 

~~ 9 Aug 58, 1:1. 

8 Aug 58 The US State Department concurred in the British pro
posal to stagger training periods of Jordanian and 
Lebanese pilots sent to the UK for instruction ln flying 
Hawker Hunter aircraft, a certain number of which were 
earmarked for delivery to Jordan and Lebanon as soon 
ae:the pilots qualified. The first group of Jordanian 
p1lots would begin training 10 August; training of 
the last group of Jordanian and all the Lebanese pilots 
would be deterred until 1959. 
~ Meg; London to SecState, 823, 7 Aug 58. 

(~ Meg, SecState to London, 1602, 8 Aug 58. 

8 Aug 58 CNO advised CINCSPECOMMB of the State Department's 
concern that a sudden deterioration of the internal 
security situation in Jordan might not permit evacu
ation of all US nationals by commercial means • Mill tary 
airlift might be called for on short notice and ground 
forces might be required to convoy Americans from their 
area of residence to the AllliDIIn airport. CINCSPECOMMB 
accordingly requested CINCUSAFE to establish contact 
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Ci&T 

9 Aug 58 

9 Aug 58 

10 Aug 58. 

-· 
with COMSIXTHFLt and prepare fa~ possible air 
evacuation of US nationAls from Amman. 

cr.fl Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CINCUSAFE and COMSIXTH
FLT, i348, 091755Z Aug 58, JMEPG Lebanon Msg File. 

Jordanian Premier Rifai, speaking for himself and 
K1ng Hussein, informed the US Ambassador that they 
would reject outright any suggestion that Jordan be 
made a "ward of the UN" and they would not accept the· 
stationing of any type of UN force or observer group 
in their country, Jordan's leaders had no confidence 
in the UN's ability to give protection against either 
aggression or subversion. All Jordan wanted was to 
be given sufficient arms to defend itself', whereupon 
the British forces could depart. 
~ Mag, Amman to SecState, 434, 9 Aug 58, 

DA IN-143156 (10 Aug 58), 

Jordanian Prime Minister Rif'ai revealed to the US 
Ambassador his plan for action in the event of a 
serious rebellion among the West Bank refugees. He 
intended to abandon the West Bank to Israel, set up 
defenses behind the Jordan River, and guard the capital 
city or Amman as the symbol of Hussein's rille. Thus 
the country would revert to the territor!~ boundaries 
or the earlier Trans-Jordan. In co111111enting· to the 
State Department the Ambassador was skeptical that 
R1f'a1 would actually abandon the West Bank, which 
included Jerusalem, but he believed R1fai'a "last 
stand" concept faithfully reflected Jordan's desperate 
situation. 
~ Msg, Amman to SecState, 434, 9 Aug 58, 

DA IN-143156 (10 Aug 58), . . 

To undersecretary Murphy, stopping over in the UK1 
Foreign Minister Lloyd emphasized that the US and UK 
must keep together on their action regarding Lebanon 
and Jordan. In particular Lloyd said it would be an 
"absolute disaster" if US forces left Lebanon before 
arrangements for Jordan's future had been settled, 
allowing a parallel British withdrawal. He believed 
the US and UK should give the appearance of willingness 
to stay in Jordan and Lebanon for a decade if need be, 
in order to induce Nasser and the Soviets to begin 
working toward a realistic current settlement, Hence 
he doubted the wisdom or public announcements that 
US forces would withdraw when requested by a legitimate 
Lebanese Government. Discussion revolved around the 
possibility of arranging some sort or neutral status 
or UN guardianship for Lebanon and Jordan, s1noe the 
whole Western intervention would appear a fiasco if, 
a f'ew weeks arte~withdrawal, Jordan and/or Lebanon 
.1o1ned the. UAR. Jt,.. ~ 

' f tnlS could come about Without precip1-
tatinS a or substantially benefiting Nasser's UAR. 

~) Mag, London to SecState, 859, 11 Aug 58. 
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11 Aug 58 At a morning meeting with Ambassiaor McClintock and 
Adm Holloway, President-elect Chehab gave his opinion 
that withdrawal df one Marine battalion from Lebanon 
would be helpful ·to the internal political situation 
and would be consistent with the improved security 
conditions in the country. He believed such a token 
withdrawal would make it easier for moderate opposition 
leaders to keep their followers under control and would 
highlight unfavorably any extreme action undertaken 
by Syrian and Egyptian agents. With regard to t11!11ng, 
he thought it important that the operation begin before 
the UN General Assembly resumed its sessions on 
13 August. A voluntary withdrawal, made with the 
approval of the Lebanese Government and before Soviet 
delegates had had an opportunity to speak in New York, 
would avoid any appearance that the.US had acted under 
a Soviet threat. President Chamoun concurred generallY 
with these opinionS. Chehab made certain suggestions 
regarding the proposed US communique announcing the 
withdrawal, and the Ambassador forwarded a draft text 
to Washington later in the. day. 

L81 Mag, Beirut to SecState, 1041, ll Aug 58, 
DA IN"i43350. ~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 1044, 
11 Aug 58, DA IN 143360. Both in CCS 381 Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sec 4. 

ll Aug 58 CINCSPECOMME proposed, subject to Washington approval, 
to begin withdrawal of the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marines, 
from Beirut into amphibious shipping at 0500Z 13 August. 
He· recommended that the communique announcing the 
withdrawal be released in Beirut and Washington 24 hours 
earlier. Full press and other publicity coverage of 
the operation was planned. 

JCS approval was dispatched later the same day, 
and the State Department sent a parallel authorization 
to the US Ambassador in Beirut, together with the 
amended text of the communique to be issued. 
. ~) Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 1645, lll321Z 
Aug 58. Ia) Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 946444 
ll2337Z A~ 58. Both in CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58\ 
sec 4. ~) Mag, Secstate to Beirut, 807, ll Aug 58, 
JMEPQ Lebanon Mag File. 

ll Aug 58 The US Ambassador in Lebanon reported that Gale Plaza 
ot the UN Observer Group had completely reversed his 
original attitude toward the landing of US forces in 
Lebanon. He now felt the US should not withdraw until 
the security situation had improved materially. The 
Ambassador also commented on the cordial cooperation 
that existed between aen Bull, Adm Holloway, and other 
members or UN and US s tarrs • 

11 Aug 58 

~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, lo66, 12 Aug 58. 

The US Army Attache in London reported that the British 
ha4 2,914 troops and 388 RAP personnel stationed in 
Amman. The British War Office, for purposes of 
logistic and administrative planning, assumed the 16th 
Parachute Brigade (or a comparable unit) would re~n 
in Jordan at least siX months rather than the two 
monthS initially forecasted. 

fS1 Msg, USARMA London to DEPTAR, CX 84, 111330Z 
Aug 58,-DA IN 143414~-
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12 Aug 58 

·--

The US Ambassador in AmmaH rapopted that a pattern 
to the British course of action in Jordan was becoming 
apparent. Indications were t~at Britain hoped to 
regain the position of influence it held prior to the 
ouster of Glubb Pasha by convincing Hussein that 
British troops were indispensable to keep him in power 
and avoid civil war. To this end pressure was being 
applied to have Rifai replaced by a more tractable 
Prime Minister. The Ambassador warned that if R1fai 
were removed both Hussein and Jordan would be lost. 

La? Mag, Amman to SecState, 461, 12 Aug 58, 

12 Aug 58 In private consultations with Soviet delegate Gromyko 
at the UN, Secretary Dulles pointed out that US forces 
could be quickly withdrawn from Lebanon if the work 

13 Aug 58 

13 Aug 58 

ot the UN Observer Group was continued and neighboring 
Middle East states pledged themselves to let Lebanon 
alone. In Jordan, on the other hand, no clear-cut 
solution was foreseeable; a collapse of Hussein's 
regime might lead to an Israeli seizure or the West 
Bank, which could provoke Arab retaliation and create· 
grave consequences for the US and USSR. Oromyk~'showed 
a constructive interest and suggested that the US and USSR 
might agree on a statement providing assurances of the 

.political independence end territorial integrity of 
Lebanon and Jordan. He declared, however, that Jordan's 
internal affairs should be left to the Jordanians. 
~ Mag, New York to Secstate, SECTO 3, 13 Aug 58. 

He-embarkation of the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marines, at 
·Beirut began at 0500Z. The operation was completed, 

in a total loading time of 49 hours, at 15o600Z August. 

t!1 
Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 2475, 131756Z Aug sa. Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 2978, 150751Z Aug 

58, Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 3198, 1520o6Z Aug sa. All in JMEPO Lebanon Msg File. 

The UK requested the US to seek Israeli permission for 
overflight by US aircraft bearing 24 anti-tank guns 
to the British forces in Jordan, where the weapons 
were urgently needed for protection in case the 
Jordanian armored corps rebelled and attacked the 
British. Although reluctant to approach Israel in 
view of earlier US assurances that overflights would 
be completed on 10 August, the State Department 
recognized the danger of having the British wait for 
transportation of the weapons by sea, 

~ Msg, SecState to New York, TOSEC 3, 13 Aug 58. 

13 Aug 58 In an address before the third emergency special 
session or the UN General Assembly, President Eisenhower 
presented a program for peace in the Middle East con
sisting of the following six elements: (1) UN efforts 

TQPP?Wl!'l' a 

to assure the continued independence end integrity of 
Lebanon; (2) UN measures to preserve peace in Jordan; 
(3) UN steps to control the fomenting from without of 
civil strife; (4) creation of a standby UN Peace Force; 
(5) steps, under UN auspices, to establish an Arab 
development institution on a regional basis, to be 
governed by the Arab states themselves but capable of 

-. 
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attracti~ international capital, both public and 
private; (6) steps, on the initiative of the countries 
involved, to avoid a new arms-race spiral in the 
M1ddle East, 

Dept of State Bulletin, vol XXXIX, No. 1001 
(1 Sep 58), pp, 33'7-342. 

13 Aug 58 Following President Eisenhower to the rostrum at the 
emergency session of the General Assembly, Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko again denounced 
American and British intervention in Lebanon and Jordan, 

·asserted that oil was the real reason for it, and urged 
the Assembly to support a Soviet resolution calling 
for the withdrawal of the US and British forces without 
delay. 

!!!• 14 Aug 58, 1:8. 

14 Aug 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut jointly with the Director 
USOM-ICA reported that a study of Lebanon's financial 
capabilities indicated insufficient cash resources to 
meet Lebanon's ordinary budget obligations through 
the second siX months of 1958, Lebanon would not even 
be able to meet the September payrolls. The USOM Team 
therefore recommended that the US, in order to prevent 
a financial crisis, make a cash grant of $5 million 
to support the ordinary budget, and in addition release 
the 8 million Lebanese pounds of counterpart funds 
provided under Richards aid, which would be used for 
extraordinary budget expenditures in support of 
development projects. 

~Mag, Beirut to SecState, llo8, 14 Aug 58. 

14 Aug 58 DUring.the UN General Assembly debate on the Middle 
Bast situation Jordan's representative said that UN 
measures designed to prevent aggression against Jordan 
or interference in her internal affairs "must not 
envisage by any means the dispatch of United Nations 
forces or United Nations observers to be stationed on 
Jordan territory or guard the Jordanian frontier." 
However, it was "1mperative" that inciting propaganda, 
both in. radio broadcasts and in the press, be stopped, 
and his Government would not object to a special UN 
agency to monitor such propaganda. . m. 15 Aug 58, 1:1, 4:8. 

15 Aug 58 

: 

2!£. 3-! Zl' 

The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that Gen Chehab 
had commented on the beneficial political effect of 
the 13 August retraction of one Marine Battalion and 
was considering whether to suggest a further with
drawal before his inauguration as President on 
24 September. He repeatedly expressed gratification 
over the original landing of US forces, remarking that 
their presence had saved the country from complete 
anarchy. 

The General said he had been approached by the 
UN Observer Group concerning the establishment of 
a UN armed police force in Lebanon but had said he 
was opposed to the idea. Chehab stressed that the 
Lebanese people would have to find a solution them
selves and could not ~epend on the perpetual stationing -. 
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15 Aug 58 

of foreign forces in Lebanon: ~hether UN or US. 
j.a1 Meg, Beirut tc SebS1I!Lta; 1130, 15 Aug 58. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff released Force B (503rd 
Airborne Battle Group) from its alert status in Europe 
after having consulted CINCSPECOMME. 

m Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 946511, 13 Aug 
58. Msg, CINCSPECOMME to JCS, 2551, 132016Z Aug 
58. Msg~ JCS to USCINCEUR~ JCS 946617, 15 Aug 58. 
All 1n CCS 3~1 Lebanon (5-13-5~) sec 4. 

15 Aug 58 COMAMLANFOR requested Department of the Army authori
zation tc contribute $3,500 worth of medical supplies 
and Boo blankets to a project for the relief of 
diStress among the civilian population of Northern 
Lebanon. The Department of the Army granted this 
authorization the following day, with State Department 
concurrence. 

(U) Msg, COMAMLANFOR tc DEPTAR, 151600Z Aug 58, 
DA IN 736386 ( 16 Aug 58). !oe'1 Msg, DA to COMAMLANFOR 
and CINCUSAREUR, DA 946690, '16 Aug 58. Both in JMEPG 
Lebanon Meg File. 

15 Aug 58 The third report or the UN Observer Group in Lebanon 
followed the previous reports of the Group in failing 
to substantiate the Lebanese Government's charges or 
massive infiltration of personnel and materiel into 
Lebanon. The third report said that a few arms might 
have been brought into the country illegally, but that 
this practice had declined since the presidential 
election of 31 July. As of 10 August, the Group had 
166 ground observers and 24 air-operations personnel; 
since 15 July it had been able, through "tact, 
patience and perseverence," to recover ground lost as 
a result or the US troop landings and bring the main 
possible infiltration routes under "direct observation." 
Though 24-hour air observation of the border had not 
yet been established, it would be upon receipt of a 
UN shipment or 8 planes and 6 helicopters. 

NYT, 16 Aug sa. 5:1. 

18 Aug 58 In a very plain-spoken consultation with UAR delegate 
Fawzi at the UN, Secretary Dulles repeatedly stressed 
that US and British forces could quickly withdraw 
from Lebanon and Jordan if the UAR gave firm assurances 
1t intended to "lay off" those two countries, exerting 
ita influence to calm rather than excite the unsettled 
conditions in the area. 
~ Mag, New York to SecState, DELGA 655, 

1B Aug sa. 
18 Aug 58 The representatives of Iraq, India, and Indonesia, 

speaking for the first time in the UN General Assembly's 
Middle East debate, called for the immediate withdrawal 
of US troops from Lebanon and British troops from 
Jordan. Meanwhile Nasser and Crown Prince Faisal of 
Saudi Arabia issued a joint communique condemning the 
presence of foreign troops on Arab soil. 

NYT, 19 Aug 58, 13:1, 3. 
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19 Aug 58 Premier Ritai appealed urgently to the US Ambassador 
1n Amman tor an early indication or US intentions 
recarding King Hussein's proposals for a US-Jordanian 
matual defense. treaty, establishment or a MAAO in 
Jordan, and US financing or a 2-brigade expansion or 
the Jordanian Army. R1tai had determine<l that the 
British troops must depart not later than 1 October. 
Il' by that time substantial US support heel not been 
ple4ged, he intended to resign, having concluded that 
the pro-Western policy or his adainistration had been 
a failure. The next Premier would, with little doubt, 
seek to reach an accommodation with the UAR ancl Jordan's 
ether pro-Nasser neighbors. 

~.Mag, Amman to SecState, 564, 19 Aug 58. 

20 Aug 58 The first shipment or US military materiel received 
by Iraq since the 14 July coupkd 1etat arrived at 
Basra. A State Department spo eaman said it did not 
ceaatitute a resumption or military aiel but the 
r.ltillment of previous obligations. 

JIY'f, 21 Aug 58, 1:4, 10:4. 

21 Aug 58 

21 Aug 58 

: 

!he Joint Chiefs of Starr authorized CINCSPRCOMME to 
airlift 24 106-DIJII. rifles and 1200 ro1mtlB of 8JIIIIlun1 tion 
tor these anti-tank weapons tram Cyprus to Amman, in 
aapport or British forces in Jordan, upon receipt or 
confirmation that Israel had granted overflilht rights. 
~ Mag, JCS to CIHCSPRCOMME and USAIRA Tel Aviv, 

JCS 946908, 21 Aug 58, ccs 381 (8-23-57) sec 8. 

The UN General Assembly unanimously passed a resolution 
sponeored·by the Arab states (1) recording renewed 
usurances by the members or the Arab League that they 
.-aid observe their pact to respect eaoh other's system 
or government anti refrain froa any action designed to 
ab&Dge the system or a member state; (2) calling upon 
..-bars or the UN to follow a policy or strict non
interference in eaoh other's affairs and respect for 
the territorial integrity and sovereignty of each 
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23 Aug 58 
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other; :(3) requesting the Seoi::!!tary General to make 
suCh practical arrangements, 1n the light of the fore
going, as would facilitate the withdrawal of foreign 
troops from Lebanon and Jordan; ( 4) inviting the 
Secretary General to consult with the Arab countries 
ot the Near East regarding an Arab development 
institution designed to further economic growth in 
these countries; and (5) requesting the Secretary 
General to report on the above as appropriate, the 
first report to be made not later than 30 September 
1958 • 

. Dept of State Bulletin, vel XXXIX, No. 1003 
(15 Sep 58), pp. 411-412. 

The Secretary of State informed the US Ambassador in 
Beirut that the US was making available $5 million 
tor the support of Lebanon's ordinary budget over the 
next two months. 

~) Mag, SecState to Beirut, 974, 23 Aug 58. 
~Mag, Beirut to SecState, 1287, 26 Aug 58, (C) Msg, 
SecState to Beirut, 1017, 27 Aug 58. 

23 Aug 58 The US Ambassador in Amman reported that the BritiSh 
were developing a plan to activate two additional 
Jordanian rifle brigades, so designed as to increase 
the internal security capability but not the offensive 
capability of Hussein's army. The British hoped the 
US would agree to assist financial!¥ in the project, 
wbose annual coat was estimated at $5 million. 

. . ~ Msg, Amman to SecState, 611, 23 Aug 58. 

23 Aug 58 Gen Adams, COMAMLANFOR, reported that while on aerial 
reconnaissance an engine failure had forced his 
helicopter to crash land in shallow water, 50 feet 
rrom the beach near Beirut. He had escaped with only 
minor injuries and was back on duty. 

(U) Msg, COMAMLANFOR to DEPTAR and CINCUSAREUR, 
231615Z Aug 58, DA IN 740594, ~1BPG Lebanon Mag File. 

24 Aug 58 CINCSPECOMME reported his interview with Qen Chehab 
following the wounding of an American soldier. He had 
told Chehab that the road block where the incident 
had occurred must be liquidated and the houses in the 
vicinity cleaned out. This could be done by (l) the 
Lebanese Army, or (2) the Lebanese Army and US tanks, 
or (3) US forces alone. Chehab agreed that the 
Lebanese Army would carry out the operation that after
noon. Fur.ther, he readily acceded to the stationing 
ot US tanka along the American lines of communication 
wherever they had been subjected to sniper fire, and 
he agreed to disseminate widely an order of the day to 
the Lebanese Army explaining that the US forces were 
present for a friendly purpose but would react 
vigorously if their military security was jeopardized 
or their movements restricted 1n agreed areas of 
operation. 
~ Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 241401Z Aug 58, 

CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 5. 

·-. 
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25 Aug 58 

25 Aug 58 

28 Aug 58 

29 Aug 58 

....-..-~~-~----- .. 

UN Secretary General Hamma~skj¢ld left New York by air 
for the Middle East, to ca~ out consultations designed 
to-lead to a withdrawal ot US treops from Lebanon and 
British troops from Jordan, in accordance with the 
Arab resolUtion adopted by the General Assembly on 
2l.August. 

B!!· 26 Aug sa. 5:3. 

The US Ambassador in Lebanon reported that Gen Chehab 
had called a meeting of all rebel leaders with the 
liDdted objective of eliciting a declaration fore
ewearing acts of violence in order that Beirut and 
other towna might be opened up. Instead, the rebel 
leadera preaented a manifeato containing political 
demands which the General felt would only provoke 
Cbriatian Loyalists to further reprisals againat the 
Moslem oppoaition. With reepect to their inaistence 
on immediate withdrawal of US forces, Chehab stated 
flatly that US forces would remain until violence had 
ceased and the security situation had returned to normal. 
He pointed out that the opposition itself, rather than 
create a vicious circle, must cooperate to restore 
order if they wished to see the Americans leave. 

· ~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 1269, 24 Aug 58. 
~Mag, Beirut to SecState, 1311, 27 Aug 58. 

As inatructed by the Secretary of State, the US 
Ambassador in Amman informed King Hussein and Premier 
Ritai that, in addition to other forms of assistance, 
the US would provide up to $10 million in budgetary 

· support for each of the remaining two quarters of the 
fiscal year, making the total supplied during Jordanian 
PY 1959 approximately $42 million. While specific 
commitments for subsequent fiscal years could not be 
made because of US appropriation procedures, the past 
record of US assistance should give assurance of con
t1nu1ng help. In response the King and R1tai vowed 
to-continue their fight to maintain the independence 
and integrity of Jordan and agreed to drop any further 
conaideration of abdication and resignation. They 
also pledged to consult with US officials prior to 
taking any action on withdrawal of British troops. 

_ ~ Mag, SecState to Amman, 666, 27 Aug 58 
~Mag, Amman to SecState, 665, 28 Aug 58. ~ Msg, 
Amman to SecState, 672, 28 Aug 58, 

UN Secretary General Hammarskjold and Premier Rifai 
ot:Jordan issued a joint communique stating that their 
three days or talks had "indicated a large area of 
agreement" regarding practical arrangements leading to 
withdrawal of British troops from Jordan. Informed 
eources were reported as saying that Hammarskjold had 
been ~iven a Jordanian plan for tho eatablishment of 
a UN presence" in Jordan, the United Arab Republic, 
and. Iraq before Jordan would request the British 
troops to leave. 

·.-. !!!• 30 Aug 58, 1:7. 
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The Joint Chiefs of Staff approved the following actions 
to be taken by CINCSPECOMME: (1) Reduce the number of 
aircraft in Composite Air Strike Force B, at Adana, 
Turkey, during the period 1-15 September 1958; (2) carry 
out personnel rotation in the CASF B and USAFE forces 
at Adana during the same period. 

Mag, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 9473o6; 29 Aug 
58. Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, et al., 250921Z 
Aug 5 • Both in CCS 381 Lebanon (5-11-~) sec 5. 

30 Aug 58 The US Ambassador in Jurman reported that King Hussein 
was pressing for an early decision on US assistance to 
the Jordanian Arm1 and had stressed that provision for 
two additional modem-equipped brigades was a minimum 
reqUirement. King Hussein was also concerned over 

5 Sep 58 

5 Sep 58 

9 Sep 58 

9 Sep 58 

T~ 7 Sif!l!i' 

the "antiquated administration" of the Arm1 and had 
aaked for a US military survey and evaluation team to 
make recommendations for reorganization of his country's 
armed forces. 
~ Mag, Amman to SecState, 700, 30 Aug 58. 

The US Ambassador in Lebanon reported that President
elect Chehab believed it would strengthen his position 
in the internal political situation if the withdrawal 
ot a second US Marine battalion occurred by 15 September• 
The Ambassador and Adm Holloway agreed with Chehab that 
announcement of a further US withdrawal would !le 
particularly useful if it preceded UN Secretary General 
Hammarskjold's scheduled visit to Beirut. Accordingly, 
the Ambassador requested authorization to inform Chehab 
and Chamoun officially of the US intent to retract one 
Marine battalion by 15 September, before they began 
discussions with Hammarskjold on 10 September. 

. ~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 1434, 5 Sep 58. 

Lebanese rebels closed down their four clandestine radio 
stations which had been broadcasting anti-Government 
propaganda. In a final broadcast, the "Voice of 
Arabism" announced the shut-down was being made in the 
national interest. 

NYT, 6 Sep 58, 1:6. 

Secretary Dulles, at a press conference, said that 
while the situation in Lebanon appeared to be improving, 
it would be premature to announce any definitive plans 
for total withdrawal of US troops. 

~. 10 Sep 58, 8:8. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff, with State Department con
currence, approved CINCSPECOMME's recommendation that 
the lst Battalion, 8th Marines, be embarked in 
TRANSPHIBRON 4 beginning 15 September and sail for the 
United States about 19 September. They also approved 
for planning purposes the retraction of the last Marine 
unit, the 3rd Battalion, 6th Marines, on 30 September, 
to serve as afloat reserve, and the departure of the 
2nd Battalion, 2nd Marines, for the United States about 
1 October. It was assumed that the 2nd Battalion, 
8th Marines, would r~:~ to the United States in 
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10 Sep 58 
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company with either the 19 September or the 1 October 
sailing, depending on the availability of shipping. 

£.e1 Msg JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 947739, 
09175qz Sep 5~. (..e') Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, o634, 
o60746Z Sep 58; (~ Msg, CINCSPECOMMB to CNO, 0633, 
o60751Z Sep 58. All in JMEPO Lebanon Meg File. 

CINCSPECOMME ordered the embarkation in TRANSPHIBRON 4 
ot the lst Battalion, 8th Marines, beginning 15 September, 
and the 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines, beginning about 
17 September, with the whole force· to sail for the United 
States when ready, Also, having received the approved 
text frCXD JCS, CINCSPECOMME released a statement 
announcing the intended withdrawal of the 1st Battalion, 
8th Marines. · 
~ Meg, CINCSPECOMME to. COMAMNAVFOR and COMAMLANFQR, 

1833, 10o646Z Sep 58, JMEPO Lebanon Meg File. NYT1 
11 Sep 58, 1:8, (.81 Mag, JClr to CINCSPECOMME, ':rn! 
947739, 10 Sep 58, reproduced in ~ JCS 1887/500, 
"Withdrawal of Marine Battalion From Lebanon (U)," 
10 Sep 58, CCS 381 Lebcnon (5-13-58) sea 5. 

10 Sep 58 Tbe tlS Ambassador in Baghdad wall instruote.d to inform 
the Iraqi Prime Minister that, in the absence ot any 
J-86 training activity or apparent Iraqi interest to 
~~te 1n resuming suoh activity, the US wa11 withdrawing 

·,l\l t~1ning personnel, The Ambassador was to say, if 
iiKlO,' tha~ the training. mission could be reconstituted 
it tne'"!rllii Government was prepared to affirm and 
implement iti raapona1b11ities Unddr outstanding us~ 
4r&qi agreementBI ae ~a~ alllo·to II~ that clar~fication 
ot~tb~ Iraqi aovertim-~tj8 at,1tu~e concerning e11Bting 
~i1atlt•l agreement• :ano.tutUre uS•Iraqi ~ilitary 

12 Sep 58 

TOP sscmy 

r*la tionll ··was desire\1 bllfore the tJS took a decision on 
riBUmi~ the shipmerit . ..~bt. rc&4or ~IIIIS (inclUding F-86 
l!.ll'Cra .or programea !Jii11 l;ary aid to Iraq. 

' Mag, SecState ~o.M;hdad, 96~~ 10 Sep 58~, 
DA IN 2479, reprodUcibd in JCS 1007/501, "P-oo 
Tralrling Activity in Iraq (U , 10 Sep 58, dOS 381 
( 8·23•~7) sea 9 • 

' ,, . . . 
Thl Joint Chiefs ot.Staff received informally. a State 
De~ument opinion that, if conditions remained generally 
atabiiized in Lebanon; it =igl1t be possible to withdraw 
the remaining US forces by the end.of October, Until 
the British lett Jordan, however1 it might be necebs&r1 
to maintain a "political presence" 'j.n. Lebenon1 through 
a token force. The state Department understood that 
UN Secretary General Hammarskjold {wbo wall en rou~e to 
New York following completion or his Middle East tour) 
d1d not intend to make any recommendation oon~•rnins 
Withdrawal of US and British forces when repol:'t1ng to 
the General Assembly. By stern talk Hammarskjold had 
extracted a number or pledges from Nasser, but since the 
Secretary General had reservations about Nasser fulfill
ing his prCXDises, he reportedly did not regard the 
arrangements he had made as providing a firm basis for 
withdrawal of Western forces. 
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16 Sep 58 

~ Msg~ JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 948066, 152202Z 
Sep 5S, CCS 3~1 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 5. ~ Msg, 
Amman to SecState, 812, 9 Sep 58. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik was elected President 
of the UN General Assembly by a 45-31-4 vote, despite 
the fact that his opponent, Sudan's Foreign Minister 
Mahgoub, had the support of the other Arab states and 
tbe Soviet bloc, 

BX!• 17 Sep 58, 1:8. 

16 Sep 58 Tne Joint Chiefs or Starr authorized CINCSPECOMME to 
begin outloading and departure of Army service units 
trom Lebanon as shipping became available. CINCSPECOMME 
accordingly directed that the operation begin on 
22 Se~ember. 

·. Mae;, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 948091, 161917Z 
Sep 5 • ~) Meg CINCSPECOMME to COMAMLANFOR, 190836Z 
Sep 58, DA IN 154863. Both in JMEPO Lebanon Meg File. 

17 Sep 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff directed CINCSPECOMME to 
sUbmit an outline plan for withdrawal of all US forces, 
~pment, and basic supplies from Lebanon by 
15 October 1958, assuming no requirement for support 
ot British forces in Jordan during the period. 

18 Sep 58 

~ Mag, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 948177, 17 Sep 
58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 5. 

Anawering a query from the Secretary of State regarding 
the minimum time required to accomplish the complete 
withdrawal of US forces from Lebanon, the Director, 
Joint Staff, stated that this operation could be com
pleted between 15 and 20 October. He pointed out that 
this estimate was predicated on the immediate issuance 
of directives to ready the sea transportation, and 
that any delay in issuing these directives would 
correspondingly delay the withdrawal. 

(.Q'S") Memo, Dir JS to SecState, "Withdrawal of 
U.S. Forces from Lebanon~." 18 Sep 58, reproduced 
in ~ JCS 1887/502, same subj, 19 Sep 58, CCS 381 
Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 5. 

19 Sep 58 The US Ambassador in Amman conveyed to King Hussein 
the US decision to respond to his request for a survey 
team, which would both investigate the current military 
requirements of Jordan and develop recommendations 
looking toward improvement of the organization and 
administration of the Jordanian Army, 
~ Mag, SecState to Amman, 846, 18 Sep 58. 

~ Mag, Amman to SecState, 925, 19 Sep 58. 

1 

19 Sep 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff approved the concept and out
line plan for withdrawal of US forces from Lebanon 
submitted by CINCSPECOMME. All troops, equipment, and 
basic supplies were to be returned by sea or air to 
their home station by 15 October. The plan called for ~ 
the operation to commence on 22 September, and, follow- ~ 
1ng a phased retraction of Army, Marine, Navy, and Air j 
Force elements, to be completed by the deactivation of- · '· 
COMAMNAVFOR, COMAMLANF;OB, and COMAMAIRFOR on 15 October. ~ 
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EXecution of the plan would be directed by JCS. The 
plan assumed there would be no requirement for support 
of British forces in Jordan during the period. 

~) Ms~,-~CS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 948303, ///. 
19 Sep 58. 1JPSi Msg, CINCNEUI REAR to CNO, 4666, . 
181746z Sep 58. Both in JMEPG Lebarion Msg File. 

'\ 
20 Sep 58 The state Department conclUded that the target date 

of 15 October for completion of the US withdrawal 
from Lebanon was too early and that the end of October 
waa a more realistic planning goal. The principal 
complication was the need to coordinate the US move 
with the British departure from Jordan, a matter which 
wae under continuing discussion with the British 
Government. The Department of Defense had been infonned 
of the change. Routine outloading of heavy equipment 
from Lebanon would continue, as would the assembly of 
shipping, in anticipation of a firm decision on the 
date of full withdrawal. 
~ Mag, SecState to Beirut, 1307, 20 Sep 58. . 

~ Msg, CNO to CINCSPECOMME, 24346, 222123Z Sep 58,· 
JMEPG Lebanon Msg File. 

20 Sep 58 In an unannounced early-morning move arranged by 
Ambassador McClintock, a US Armw helicopter lifted 
Lebanese Premier Solh from his residence to the Beirut 
airport, from which a USAF plane transported him to 
Adana. The Turkish Government then assumed responsi
bility for his movements. 
~ Meg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 241251Z Sep 58, 

DA.IN-156184. 

21 Sep 58 rn·the wake of a series of kidnapping& and threats of 
violence by opposing Lebanese political forces, an 
around-the-clock curfew was placed in effect in Beirut 
at 1800Z. 

NYT, 22 Sep 58, 10:1. 

23 Sep 58 Gen Chehab took office as President of Lebanon. 

24 Sep 58 

--

TO? SECPF'r 

Retiring President Chamoun left for a short vacation 
in the mountains but said he would return soon "to 
serve Lebanon as a simple citizen." Chehab, in an 
inaugural speech, said he would work for the with
drawal of US forces. 

~. 24 Sep 58, 1:4. 

An outbreak of Christian-Moslem strife appeared 
1Diinent. in Lebanon. The Christian Phalangist Party 
had taken the initiative by calling a general strike 
and launching terrorist activity against the Moslems. 
US military forces, while continuing withdrawal of 
equipment and personnel according to schedule, had 
taken appropriate defense measures and made a show of 
force. CINCSPECOMME reported sending a warning to the 
Christian insurgents that US artillery would destroy 
the Phalange headquarters if any sabotage or inter
terence with American movements emanated from their 
quarter. To preclUde any appearance that the US 
command was taking eides in the civil dispute, a 
slmilar warning had been issued to Moslem elements in 
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the Basta district. CINCSPECOMME also reported that 
the Lebanese A~ was acting vigorously and had issued 
an order that any unauthorized person carrying weapons 
in public would be shot on sight. 
~ Mag, USARMA Beirut to DA, CX 329, 241146Z 

Sep 58,.DA IN 156178. ~Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 
231251Z Sep 58, DA IN 1S6184. ~ Mag, CINCSPECOMME 
to CNO, 6488, 242101Z Sep 58. 

24 Sep 58 In Beirut the Cabinet to serve under President Chehab 
was announced. Rashid Karam!, former Tripoli rebel 
leader, was Prime Minister as well as Minister or 
Interior and Defense. The Cabinet consisted or four 
Christians, three Moslems, and one Druse, and did not 
include any military members. 

:. ~Mag, USARMA Beirut to ACSI,'CX 331, 251206Z 
Sap 58,·DA IN 156527. 

24 Sep 58 UH:Secretary General HBDIIIBrskJold, at British request, 
obtained Nasser's permission for British troops to 
uae Syria as part of their route of their planned 
withdrawal from Jordan. 

.. ~ Mag, New York to SecState, 38, 24 Sep 58. 
r-: 

25 Sep 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that despite the 
renewed civil disturbances in Lebanon, President 
Chehab had stated explicitly that the US should adhere ~ 
to.its phased plan of withdrawal, which would see the ~-· · :, 
departure of the last US forces before the end of 
october. 

· . : lt«f Mag, Beirut to SecState, 1703, 25 Sep 58. 

25 Sep 58 Referring to the JCS memorandum of 24 July 1958 to 
the Secretary of Defense concerning a political advisor 
tor CINCSPECOMME, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (ISA) informed the JCS that the Department of 
State considered the assignment of a political advisor 
to.CINCSPECOMME's starr to be unnecessary "in view or 
the tortuitoua developments in Lebanon and the 
emergency session of the United Nations General Assembly." 
~ N/H of JCS 1887/480, 30 Sep 58, CCS 381 

(8-23-57) sec 6. 

26 Sep 58 The Joint Chiefs of Starr notified CINCNELM that they 
approved the draft US-UK Planning Group paper titled 
"Coordination of U.S./tf.K. Plans for the Persian Gulf," 
subject to certain modifications contained in their 
messBf5e._ 

· ~ Mag JCS to CINCNELM, JCS 948629, 26 Sep 58, 
derived from ~) JCS 1887/499, 8 Sep 58. Both in 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 9. 

26 Sep 58 

TOP §fCBFT -

CINCSPECOMME recommended that he be authorized to 
complete the re-embarkation of the 3rd Battalion, 6th 
Marines, by 30 September. When this was accomplished, 
he believed it would be feasible for the 2nd Battalion, 
2nd Marines, already afloat, to depart for the United 
States. The Joint Chiefs of Staff, with State Depart
ment concurrence, approved these dispositions the 
following day. 
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. ~.Ms~, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 1053, 26Q946Z 
Sep 58. ·~Mag, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 948733, 
271607Z Sep 58. Both in JMEPO Lebanon Mag File. 

26 Sep 58 In a summary statement of the results of the US 
operation, CINCSPECOMME noted that the situation in 
Lebanon had been changed in the direction the US 
intended. "Lebanese have had an orderly and practically 
unanimOus election of a President, the new President 
haa been inaugurated and a government of high calibre, 
which seems determined to govern and to unify and 
pacify the country, has taken charge, and importantly, 
Lebanon is subject to no outside pressure or jeopardy. 
We have demonstrated our ability to quickly deploy in 
great strength in the Middle East in case of danger 
to American lives and property and for other political 
objectives dictated by our country. I believe all~of · 
these are worthy accomplishments and will justify us 
in the e;yes of the world and history. 11 . 

.i.JP.J) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 7053, 26Q946Z 
Sep 58, JMKPO Lebanon Msg File. 

f 
30 Sep 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that the head of 

the Phalange Party had requested him to use his good 
ottices in negotiating a political solution that would 
eDd the Phalange-called Christian general strike. The 
Ambassador thereupon asked various Lebanese political 
leaders to a meeting at his house, \~here he proposed 
a~tormula to resolve the deadlock. The formula 
provided for a vote of confidence for Premier Karam1's 
Cabinet, an expansion of the Cabinet to allow three or 
tour positions for pro-Chamoun loyalists or other 
Christian elements who felt they were without repre
sentation in the Government, and agreement to a 
subsequent increase in the membership or Parliament 
trom 66 to 88. 
~ Msg, Beirut to SecState, 1724, 26 Sep 56. 

~Msg, Beirut to SecState, 1757~ 30 Sep 56. (S) Msg, 
Beirut to SecState, 1773, 1 Oct 5~. 

30 Sep 56 USARMA in Baghdad reported the announcement or major 
changes in the Iraqi Cabinet, marked by the departure 
ot several pro-Nasser officials. In addition, Col 
Abdul Salam Arif, recently deposed Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior, had been appointed 
Ambassador.to West Germany. The Cabinet replacements 
appeared to be generally conservative, nationalist, 
aad neutralist in outlook. 

· ~ Msg, USARMA Baghdad to ACSI DA, OllOOOZ 
Oct 58,.DA IN 158153. 

30 Sep 58 TRANSPHIBRON 8, with Headqusrters,6th Marines,and 
the 2nd Battalion, 6th Marines, embarked, arrived in 
the Beirut area from the United States. 

(~ JWR Situation Report No. 78, 1 Oct 58, CCS 
319.1 (7-16-58) sec 6. 
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l Oct 58 

l Oct 58 

1 Oct 58 

2 Oct 58 

2 Oct 58 

5 Oct 58 

TOP §rsM'i' 

The 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marines,~parted.Beirut for 
the United States in TRANSPHIBRON 6; hb1le TRANSPHIBRON 
2, bearing the 3rd Battalion, 6th Marines, sailed for 
Naples. No Marine unite remained ashore in Lebanon, but 
approximately 7500 Army personnel held positions in the 
Beirut area. 

-+e') Meg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 8593, Oll321Z Oct 58, 
JMBPO Lebanon Mag File. m, 30 Sep sa, 6:3. 

The UN Observer Group in Lebanon reported that it had 
detected no cases or infiltration acrose the Lebanese 
border in the last five weeks. Though sane areas or 
Lebanon were still held by armed forces in opposition 
to the Government at Beirut, the report said, and 
tbough there was sane tribal feuding, conditione within 
the country and along ita borders were generally 
peacefUl. 
'~): NYT, 2 oat sa, 1:7, 11:3. 

Slr Pierson Dixon, head or the British UN delegation, 
circulated a memorandum at UN headquarters stating that 
the British Government, in consultation with Jordan, 
ha4 agreed to begin the w1 thdrawal or i te troops fran 
Jordan on 20 October. In a speech opening the Jordanian 
P&rl181118nt, King HUssein made a parallel statement. 

. tnT, 2 oct sa, ll:4-s, 1-a • 
. ~. -

Pormer President Chamoun of Lebanon in effect rejected 
the three pointe suggested by US Ambassador McClintock 
aa a baaie for resolving the Lebanese deadlock, atter 
&'V1e1t by the Ambassador. Fonner Premier Saeb Salaam, 
the leader of the rebels in. Beirut while Chamoun was 
President, also rejected the three points, declaring 
tbet the US Ambassador should have no part in Lebanon 1 a 
internal affairs (see item or 30 September). 
· NYT, 3 oat sa, a:3. :_·-

Soviet Poreign Minister Gromyko, addressing the UN 
General Assembly, attacked Secretary General H811111&1'ekJold 1: 

report of 30 September as containing "artificial 
opt11111em" and being incorrect, unobjective, and one-aided. 
He charged that the us and Britain were flouting the Will 
ot the Assembly, as expressed in the resolution of 21 
August, in not withdrawing their troops fram Lebanon and 
Jordan immediately. He wae answered the following d~ 
b7 the Jordanian delegate, who maintained that 
Hammarskjold had correctly interpreted the resolution, 
~ch Jordan had helped draw up. ,:, m. 3 oat sa, 1:4, a:4; 4 oat sa, 4:5. 
Aooording to the New York Times, Premier Kaaeem of Iraq 
broke up a plot aga-in~im by officers in the regiment 
ot Col Abdel Salam Arif, wl\an .. Premier Kassam had recently 
deposed as Deputy P~er. Kaeeem had reportedly placed 
Col Arif under house arrest, transferred the officers of 
the regiment to distant pointe or placed them under sur
veillance, and moved the regiment, after disarming it, 
about 80 miles north of Baghdad, The attempted coup 
d 1etat was presumably an expression of pro-Naseer 
iootiiii8nt. 

!!!!:• a oct sa, 1;~ 9 oat sa, 3:6. 
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7 Oct 58 

8 Oct 58 

9 Oct 58 

:roes 

A woraanian Finance Ministry spokesman said that Jordan 
had received $1,610,000 from Br1taih:aa the first install
ment of a recently approved loan or $:Jj8oo,ooo. 'lbe 
seoond installment was expected in January. 

NYT, 7 Oct 58, 3:6. 

ciHcSP!COMMB submitted his withdrawal plan, which schedul
ed the dep,arture of all US forces from Lebanon by 25 
Ootober, 'while retaining tactical integrity and adequate 
support throughout retraction." He proposed to begin 
sbortly the outloading of the Anay tank battalion and 
various AnDY support units, completing th1a phaSe of the 
operation before-19 october, when the outward airlift 
ot the l87th Airborne Battle Group would commence. 
All rema1n1ng troops, to be moved by sea, would 
outload on 24 October, completing their departure the 
nut day. 

· Tbe Joint Chiefs of Staff dispatched their 
approval or the plan later in the day. 
~ Magi. CINCSPECOMMB to ONO, 0156/0157, _, 

07llloZ Oct 5tl. ~ Mag, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 
91!9232, 072218Z Oct 58. -' 

Tbe State Department announced that, barring unfore
seen developments, US troops would be totally with
drawn from Lebanon by the end of October, aa a result 
ot·1mprovement in Lebanon's security situation and 
progress toward greater international stability in the 
&Na. 
·. Dept ot State Bulletin, vol XXXIX, No. 1009 
(27 Oct 58), pp. 650-651. · 

Tbe US Ambassador in Beirut reported on the Lebanese 
.reaction to the wording of the Ctllllllunique on withdrawal 
ot US forces. 'lbe phrase, "barring unforseen develop
ments," had been seized upon by the Moslem population 
and construed as a provocative indication that US troops 
1Dtended to stay in Lebanon indefinitely. Pr1me Minister 
Karam1 was particularly upset and wanted to send a formal 
note demanding withdrawal of US forces at once1n order 
to counteract the effect of the phrase on the Moslems. 
The Ambassador, however, by arranging for Adlll Holloway to 
meet with Kar8m1 and discuss the details or US with
drawal, was able to reassure the Prime Minister and 
p:reVa1l upon him to temper his action. Following the 
meeting the Ambassador received a letter, handed him by 
the Prime Minister but signed by_Foreign Minister Takla, 
which referred to the tel'IDB of the US c011111Un1que and 
requested that us troops "be withdrawn entirely from 
JAbanon in any case and no matter under what circumstances 
by the end of th1s month of October." Tbe Ambassador 
oammented that the text of the letter would probably be 
made public, but the fact that it was signed by a 
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Christian rather than a Moslem would help mitigate 
~ p~o~aganda repercussions. 
~ Mag, Beirut to SecStat~~ 1901, 9 Oct 58, 

~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 19~, 9 Oct 58. 

13 Oct 58 In a memorandum to the Secretacy of Defense, the 
Joint Chief~ of starr stated that the draft version 
ot NSC 5820', "u.s. Folicy Toward the Near East," was 
acceptable tram a m111tacy point ot view, provided 
their comments and recommendations ror modifications 
were accepted, Subject to this provision, they 
recommended that the Secretacy concur in the adoption 
ot NSC 5820 to supersede NSC 5801/1 as US policy 
toward the Near East, One objection to NSC 5820 
raised by the JCS was with regard to US policy 
toward Iraq, While agreeing that the US should seek 
to maintain friendly relations with the new Iraqi 
regime, the JCS reocmmended deletion or "continue 
to otter United States technical assistance •••• " 
Rather than asking Iraq to accept US technical 
aaaistance as a continuation or programs repudiated 
by the new regime, or offering assistance before 
Iraq asked for it, the US should conside.r any Iraqi 
requests ror new programs or the reinstatement or 
old onea on the same basis as requests trom other 
Near Eaatern countries. The Joint Chiefs or Starr 
also disagreed with the policy proposed in NSC 5820 

.regarding the leaders or pan-Arab nationalism, 
eapecially Nasser (that the US ahould seek to work 
with these leaders as much as possible while seeking 
to exert constructive influence on them), The JCS 

·view was that the US should disassociate "legitimate 
Arab nationalism" from Nasser's leadership and 
deal with Nasser only in hie role as political head 
ot the UAR • 

.(.21 Memo JCS to SeeDer, "U.s. Policy Toward 
the Near East (NSC 5820) ~." 13 Oct 58, derived 
from (J!'S') JCS 1887 /5o6, Rpt by JSSC I same subJ I-
9 OOt 58, Both in CCS 381 (8-23-571 sec 10, ~~ 
NSC 5820, "U.S, l'olicy Toward the Near East," 
.3 Oct 58, same file, Bl' pt 1. 

14 Oct 58 The US Ambassador in London was informed that the 
British expected to withdraw the main body of their 
forces from Jordan by air in a period or about five 
dS¥s time, beginning 25 October, by flying them non
stop from Amman to Cyprus, ovet< Syria and Lebanon. 
With the assistance of the UN Seoretacy General the 

---
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UK had gained UAR permission to overfly Syria and UAR 
agreement to the stationing of UN officials in Amman, 
Damascus, and Beirut to control ground-to-air communi
cations with the British aircraft. 
~ Meg, London to SecState, 2054, 14 Oct 58. 

14 Oct 58 The US Ambassador in Jordan reported the arrival of 
the US military survey team, headed by Brig Gen 
Richard A. Risden, USA. He also reported that 
evacuation of British forces was proceeding according 
to schedule and that King Hussein planned to leave 
on a European vacation the first week of November. 
~ Mag, Amman to Secstate, 1116, 14 Oct 58. 

15 Oct 58 The formation of a new, tour-man Lebanese Cabinet was 
announced •. The Cabinet, formed after it became clear 
that Premier Karam1 could not obtain the required vote 
ot confidence for the one he had originally organized, 
seemed acceptable to all factions, and its formation 
appeared to have saved the country from the renewed 
threat of civil war. The new Cabinet consisted of: 

·Rashid Karam1, a Sunn1 Moslem, as Premier, and also 
holding the four ministerial poets of Finance, National 
Economy, Defense, and Information; Hussein Oueini, a 
Sunn1 Moslem, as Foreign Minister, Minister of Justice, 
and Minister or Planning (economic development); 
R&Jmond Edde, a Maronite Roman catholic, as Minister 
of. the Interior, Social Affaire, and Communications; 
and Pierre Gemayel, a Maronite Roman Catholic and 
Phalangist leader, as Minister of Public Works, 
Education, Agriculture, and Health. 

Two days later the Lebanese Parliament gave 
Premier Karam1 1 s new Cabinet a unanimous vote of 
confidence. 

!!!• 16 Oct 58, 5:1-6; 18 Oct 58, 5:4. 

17 oct 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that Lebanon still 
desired aircraft as well as other military assistance. 
He recommended that it possible the US go ahead with 
all or part of the program to provide Hawker Hunter 
planes and find other funds for military assistance for 
the ground forces. 
~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 1993, 17 Oct 58. 

18 Oct 58 CINCSPECOMME requested the Navy Department to consider 
bestowing suitable awards on two component commanders 
in recognition or outstanding performance ot duty in 
connection with BLUE BAT. He recommended MaJ Gen 
Adams, COMAMLANFOR, tor the Navy's Distinguished 
Medal and MaJor Gen Viccellio, COMAMAIRPOR, for the 

'.!111! 2 Ci £1 

Legion or Merit. -;;.-
fST Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 3595, 181826Z Oct 

58, JMEPG Lebanon Mag File. 
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18 Oct 58 Tile UK Ministry of Defense announOed that all BritiSh 
troops in Jordan woul.d be withdrawn fran that country 
by about ll November. At the UN, it was announced 
that the UN Observer Group in Lebanon would assist 
in the British evacuation. 

~~ 19 Oct 58, 1:4, 27:1. 

19 Oct 58 The last major US military unit in Lebanon, the l87th 
Airborne Battle Group, began leaving by air from Beirut 
Airport. At the same time, US Embassy wives and 
children, who had left Lebanon months earlier, began 
returning. 

NYT, 20 Oct 58, 5:3. 

20 Oct 58 Atter extensive observation of Lebanon's defense 
establishment, the US Ambassador in Beirut, with the 
concurrence of Adm Holloway and Gen Adams, had con
clUded that a complete reorganization of the Lebanese 
armed forces was indicated. Military capability coul.d 
be greatly improved if men and materiel already on 
hand were utilized efficiently. He therefore proposed 
that the us, by suggesting that future investment in 
the Lebanese armed forces as currently organized woul.d 
not be worthwhile, try to elicit a request from Presi
dent Chehab for a us training mission to undertake a 
reorganization study. The Ambassador recommended that 
tbe US approve such a request, shoul.d one be made. 

. ~ Meg, Beirut to SecState, 2019, 20 Oct 58, 
OCJCS Files. 

23 Oct 58 CINCSPECOMMB moved his headquarters to London, effective 
l200Z. The final withdrawal movement from Lebanon 
continued, the status of Arm;v personnel being as 
follows: 

Departed by airlift 2263 
Departed by sealift 2506 
Total ashore Beirut 2012 

~ JWR Situation Report No. 100, 23 Oct 58, 
CCS 319.1 (7-16-58) sec 7. 

23 oct 58 After reviewing pertinent actions of the JCS and higher 
authority related to the implementation or Operation 
BLUB BAT, J-3 rec011111ended that the JCS direct an 
appropriate agency of the Joint Staff to investigate the 
feasibility or, and if appropriate develop, a Uniform 
system of progressive alert procedures for all commands i 
established. by the Secretary of Defense and such other 1 
cCIIIIIIIInCis as might be involved in the implementation · 
of war plans. This Uniform alert system was to be 
designed to (1) assist the JCS in expeditiously 
determining and directing the degree of alert to be 
attained, and (2) prevent misinterpretation of alert 
and security directives. 

~) JCS 2293/1, Rpt by J-3, "Review of Actions /~ 
Related to U.S. Military Intervention in Lebanon (U)," 
23 Oct 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 5. 
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24 Oct 58 The airlift of British paratroops. from Jordan to Cyprus, 
over Syria, began. 

~· 25 Oct 58, 3:6. 

25 Oct 58 CINCSPECOMME dispatched his final BLUE BAT SITREP, 
reporting the operation completed, with all forces 
having departed Beirut and reverted to normal 
operational control. 

~ Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 5358, 251221Z Oct sa. 
28 Oct 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut was informed that both the 

State and Defense Departments did not favor US involve
ment in the program he had suggested for reorganization 
and re-equipment of the Lebanese armed forces (see item 
ot.20 October 58). Instead, only routine continuation 
of the Military Assistance Program and possibly visits 
and training-programs for Lebanese officers were con
templated. 
~ Mag, SecState to Beirut, 1696, 28 Oct 58. 

28 Oct 58 [ 

iThe presence 
or ~nese rorces, it was noted, had slo~ the trend 
in both countries toward seizure of control by local 
forces sympathetic to the UAR. It had not, however, 
changed basic trends in the area, which would continue 
in the direction of neutralism and accommodation with 
Pan-Arab nationalism. The most significant immediate 
consequence of the US-UK withdrawal would be the 

-increased danger to the shaky regime of King HUssein, 
who, if he continued his present government and 
policies, might well be overthrown within a few months • 

. This also raised tl1e possibility of Israeli and UAR 
intervention in Jordan. The withdrawal of US forces 
from Lebanon was not likely to produce any marked or 
sudde.ksr[::'e in that countrv _ 

2t:l Oct Stl, J-2 r11es. 

30 Oct 58 The Secretary of State, noting the timing of King 
Hussein's vacation and the fact that no member of the 
royal family would be left in Jordan during the 
critical period following the departure of British 
fo.ces, queried the US Ambassador in Amman on the 
possibility that Hussein might be planning not to 
return. The Ambassador •a opinion was that the King 
definitely intended to return after approximately one 
month, and that he was obliged to go to Europe both for 
reasons of health and in connection with his con
templated betrothal. 

~ Mag, SecState to Amman 1104, 30 Oct 58. 
~ Mag, Amman to SecState, 1234, 31 Oct 58. 

30 Oct 58 The National Security Council amended and adopted 
the draft statement of policr, 1n NSC 5820, "u.s. 
Policy Toward the Near East, ' as revised by the NSC 
Planning Board. The final version, NSC 5820/1, was 
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approved by the President on 11 November. Some of the 
changes proposed by the JCS (see item of 13 October 
58) had been incorporated in NSC 5820/1, although 
their recommendation concerning policy toward Iraq 
was not fully adopted. 

The primary objectives of NSC 5820/1 were 
(1) denial of the Near East area to Soviet domination, 
and (2) continued availability of sufficient Near 
Eastern oil to meet vital Western European require
ments on reasonable terms. Secondary objectives in
cluded (1) political evolution and economic and social 
development in the area to promote stable governments, 
popularly supported and resistant to Communist 
influence and subversion, and (2) the expansion of 
US and, where appropriate, Free World influence in 
the area, and the countering and reduction of Communist 
influence. 

To achieve these ends, the US should, among other 
things: (1) endeavor to establish an effective working 
relationship with Arab nationalism, seeking at the 
same time to influence, stabilize, and contain the 
movement, and recognizing that a policy or us 
accommodation to radical pan-Arab nationalism as 
&7mbolized by Nasser would include many elements 
contrary to US interests; (2) accept neutralist 
policies of Near Eastern states when necessary; (3) 
support the idea of Arab unity; (4) promote national 
aDd regional economic development; and (5) support 
leadership groups that offered the best prospect 
ot progress toward us objectives in this area. 

With regard to Lebanon, the US should support 
the continued independence and integrity of that 
country, without becoming too closely identified with 
individual factions in Lebanese politics, and should 
seek discreetly to disengage from relationships that 
might be disadvantageous to US interests. 

With regard to Jordan, the· US should, among other 
things, seek to bring about the "peaceful evolution 
ot Jordan's political status," to reduce the US 
c0111111 tment to Jordan, and to . transfer to Jordan' e 
Arab neighbors responsibility for economic support 
ot Jordan if possible. 

With regard to Iraq, the US should: (1) seek to 
maintain friendly relations with the new government 
on a reciprocal basis, including a willingness to 
continue US technical assistance; (2) acquiesce in 
but not actively encourage Iraqi withdrawal from the 
Baghdad Pact; (3) on request, indicate US willingness 
to give sympathetic consideration to the continuance 
ot l~ted military assistance if the Iraqis were 
prepared to cooperate in making its continuation 
fruitful; and (4) encourage pro-Western elements 
within Iraq, but avoid becoming identified with specific 
individuals and political issues. 
~ NSC Action No. 2003, 30 Oct 58. ~ NSC 

5820/1, 'U.S. Policy Toward the Near East," 4 Nov 58, 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) BP pt 1. 
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:i 

The head of the UN Observer Group in,Lebanon, Gale 
Plaza, announced that tie ooneidared the work of the 
Group to have been completed; ahd that he hoped to 
arrange for the Group's withdrawal as soon as possible. 
His statement followed a declaration on 29 October 
by Premier Karam1 that the need for the Observer 
Group had ended and that he expected to ask the Group 
to leave soon. 

li!!• 31 oct 58, 2:4. 
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