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1. REFEFENCE,

AF Form 1058, 22 January 1964, Control Number TAFB 64-1,
62d Munitions Maintenance Squadron, Turner Air Force Base, Georgia.

2. PURPOSE.

The purpcse of this Airmunitions Letter 1s to present
a summery ¢f a nuclear weapon accldent and the procedures emploved
v ECD personnel.

3. SUMMARY,
a, Gernersl Information. .

R
(1 pproximately C140 hours, 13 January 1964, %
e B-320, wiih we .omus eboard, crashed while enroute from +
Westover Air Ferce Ease, Messachusetis to its home station,

-

Tzrner Alr Force Ease, Gecrgia.

(20 The crash site wes e thickly wooded area on the
side of Savage Mourtain about 22 miles Srom Cumberland, Marylang,
and about 3/4 mile from the nearest road. The snow was nearly
three feet deer e% the site and itrne ‘ecpereture wes approximstely
( dezrees Tahrerteit, Zizht more incres of snow fell on the
wreckeze after the crash (rigu“es 1 8nd 2).

(3) B2oth weapons were located 75 feet apart in the
immediste vicinity of the crash site. The rear cese sections had
treken ¢77 both tomts &nd had beer consumed im & fuzl fire (Figure

3.
t, Forwerd Somb Condition.

(1) The tasic assemzl: cover plate had troken off
and partially turned (Figure 4).

(2, “he X-Unit was trcken off; and one fast rise

thermal tettery end tcth sequentisl timers were torn locse from
their mountlings tut were still connected electricelly (Figure §5).
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FIGURE 2.
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(3) All honeycomb sections were torn away
(Figures &€ and 7).

(4) A crack approximately 3/4 of the circumference
and & triangular bulge 8 inches across were found at the center of
the basic sssembly,

(6} The sefius switch position indicator was sheared
¢ff gt the tesic assembly skin level,

(T} The component ring had shifted about severn
cegrees counterclcckwise,

A e

¢. At zomb Conditiern.

(1) A1l herevcomt sectiors except the sleeve and
cre section approximately 3 feet by 3 feet were torn from the bomb,
The 3 foct by 3 foct section remsined sttacned to the right side

A

(Figure £},

sleeve had slipped seven

{2) The entire ncneycom:
5 per cernt of the safing switch

inches to the rear and covered 7
pecsitieon indicatcer,

{3} Tre safing switch was in the "3AFE" position.

Tne besgic essemtly cover plate was intact
(Fizure ©) and all interior componernts sppeared to te undasmaged

(Figure 1C).

d. Acticn bty Army ECZ Units,
Arzy ZCCT Unite from Fort Clinton, Chio, and

ay
(1} >
Tcrt Meede, Mervlend, were first tc errive &t the crash site.

They recouno‘+ere: the scene and moritored with a T-29C with
negative resultis.

SRR RRGRR iaiv.
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A. FAST RISE THERMAL BATTERY
B. SEQUENTIAL TIMER3 .

C. OPTION SWITCH

Y

FIGURE 10
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e. Action by AF CBR Personnel.

CBR personnel from the 8th Air Force and Turner
Air Force Base, monitored for alpha, beta and gamma., No radiation
was detected.

£, Action by Air Force ECD Personnel.
(1} Disconnected all battery cables.
(2) Disconnected the tritium reservoir cables.
(3) Disconnected the Y-Unit catles on the aft tom:.

(L} Loosened the reservcir gland nut and tested
for tritium, None was detected.

(5) FRemoved two detonaicrs (detonating cord system)
from & fin of one bomb,., The detonaters and {in belonging to the
other bomb were not found. '

(6) Femoved two MLU-11/C cartridges from the cable
cutter device of the bemb clip-in (Figure 17, . The cable cutter
for the other clip-in assembly could not be located,

(7) After careful examination of the tombs, consulta-

tion with other EOD personnel availstle, and consideration of all
factore, it was decided that further dissssemtly was not warranted
end that the weapons were safe for removal and transporiing.

g. Fecovery Equipment ezd Procedures.

(1) A D-6 Bulldozer was required to clsar a road
3/, mile from the county road to the crash site.

(2) A Michizan Model 1254 Front-end Loader with an
2-1/2 foot bucket was used to 1ift and transport the bomts to the
county roed,
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A, CARLE CUTTER CARTRIDGES (2 EA) AFTER REMOVAL

1

B. CABLE CUTTER ASSEMBLY (AFTER REMDVAL OF MLU 11C CARTRIDGES
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(3) The bolsters for the bombs were used in order
to take advantage of the thrust pin in securing the wespons. The
bolsters had to be built up to compensate for the missing honey-
comb. This was done with 2 Inch by 4 Inch lumber and mattresses.

(4) Since the Loader hed insufficient capacity
to 1ift bomb and bolster together, the empty bolsters were
attached to the bucket by chains and placed on & flat bed trailer,

(5) The forward weapon, which was cracked, was
lifted using four cheins evenly spaced on both sides of the crack.
Ir the bomb separated during hoisting, both portions would be
safely supported. '

(6) The aft bomb waes lifted by three evenly
spaced cheirns asttached to the Loader bucket.

(7) Load binder chairs were used to secure the
bomts %o the bolsters.,

(8) Load binder cheins and wooden chocks were
used to secure the bolsters to the trailer.

h. Non-nuclear Munitsons Recovery.,

(1) Approximately 1,2CC rounds of Celiber .5C API
ammunition were recovered from the aircraft tail seetion which
was found 7.2 miles away in & nearly inaccessible area. A cargo
ret of heavy canvas and rcpe was mede and the emmunition 1ifted
out by helicopter.

(2} Three MXU-4/A starter cartridges and one unfired
initiator were located in the wreckage.

(3) A1 recovered non-nuclear munitions were
transported to Fort Eelvoir, Virginie for destruction by Army
£CD units,

i, Perscrnnel Participstion,

(1) Lt Col R.D. Stonesifer, DS, 8th Air Force
(2) Msjor C, Kelwick, DMLE, 8th Air Force
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(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

Capt W. Gobble, DMLE, 8th Alr Force

Cept T. Turner, DM4E, SAC

Capt T.A, Feaster, 62MMS

MSgt Granger,'62MMS

TSgt Edsall, DM4E, 8th Air Force

A2¢ Holsombeck, Photographer, Turner ArZ
Mr White, AEC

(1) Mr Buckley, Sandia Corp

FCR THE COMMANDER

”t L TUrLULII-
uoloqel USAT
Cohmander
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Explosive Ordnance Disposal

2705th Airmunitions Wing Personnel possessing AFSC's

3211/3216 (ECD Qualified)
32718/3275B, 461%1

Chief, Z:reau weapons {RUME-3)
Continental Army Command

US4 Munitions Comd {SUPAL-) Fieatinny
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Ballistics Systems Div (AFSC)
£.2 Crd Det (USA)
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542 Crd Det (USA)
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