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t,;,y:n: - SUBJECT: Chemical Weapons on Okinawa

v & At the direction of the President, the Department of Defense

9 RE - announced on 22 July 1969 that preparations were being made to
% é f remove lethal chemical agents stored on Okinawa. No action has yet:#
2 £5 \ ‘beén taken to implement the President's directive, and I am seriously
G 4 s concerned that continued delay could have an adverse effect on both
g;—; | \ | 3‘1 'U.S8.-Japanese relations and the credibility of the Department of

§ % B Defense. I have therefore requested my staff to review the various . -
Sl ><l|°=- i alternatives for removing the weapons now on Okinawa and to provide
& % ‘bé, ﬂ] on an expeditious basis, an analysis of the mxhtary, techmcal and
SR g %5 r _gohttcal imphcationa of each..
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MORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
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To facﬂltata this review. the following mforma.tlon is requested by
15 September 1969- .

| . 1. . Circumstances pertammg to the decision in 1961 to deploy
5% chem:cal weapons in WESTPAC, to include:
“a. nature of threat deploymcnt was deaigned to counter;

- b, rat:.onale for requuements level estabhshed-

c. extent to which decumn wasg coordmated thhm the -
Defanae Department and with other Executive agenctes.

2. Cucu.mstances pertammg to deployment authorizatxons in

requested under paragraph one above.

3. Any changes in the situation that may have occurred since 1965
(the time of the last deployment) which may reduce the continued need
for forward deplayment of chemical weapona in WESTPAC.
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dupoa;l of the chemical agents now stored on Oh.nawa., “to includes

a. consideration of all fea,sible relocatmn ‘gites in the
Paciﬁc-

b.. return of weapons to Hawaii or CONUS;

-~

c. detoxification of agenta in Okinawa itself or elsewhere
in the Pacific;

The pros and cons of each option considered above should take
cognizance of such factors as; - ;

the tme a.nd cost involved'

. b. ‘ risk mvolved in termma.ting the forwa.rd deployment
bew Boe vof chemical agents in WESTPAG, = e
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6 .
Co puhhc sensxtwity in the United States a.nd elsewhere
¢« L " to the presance oz proximity of chemical agents,
) d rObable adverse impact on impending negotiations
. 3 with the Micronesians regarding the future political status of -
"N . the TTPI which would occur 1£ chemical agents were redeployed
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