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THE SECRETARY OF OEFENS 

FOR THE CHAIJiM:AN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

SUBJECT: Chemical Weapons on Okinawa 

. At the direction of the ~residli"nt, the Departtnent of _Defense 
': annC:.U.iu:e.~: ~n '~2 Julyl96'1 'that preparation• were being made to . _ 
remove lethal chemical agents stored on Okinawa. No action_ has yet;,lt 
'been _taken to implement the. Preaident'•-directive, ·.- ai'\d· I~ eerioualy 
concerned that continued delay could ha~e an adverse effect ori. both ~ 

· U.S. -Japanese relations and the credibility of the Department of · 
Defense. - l have therefore requested my staff. to __ review the various ;)· 
•Iternativ'ea for removing the weapons now on Okinawa. and to provid~; ::_ ·:, 

' On an expeditious baaia ; an analysis of the military~ technical, and ;_.,_-
UOlitical implications of each. . - · · . ~. . .. : . .. . . ·: 

To facilitate this r~vlew, the folloWing information is requested by ' 
_ 15 Septembe:r 1969: . 

-. 
1, _ 1. Circumstancea pe;rtaini.Dg to the decision in 196lto deploy 
~r chemical weapons in WEST PAC, to include: · 

\NT. -- ---
-~ : _- '---- :• -~ ' natUr:e , of threat deploym~nt .... -deslg~ed t~ counter; 

' ,_ b. ·. rationale for requirements level established; 

C. extent to which decision WaS .COQrdinated Within the 
Oefenae Department and with other Executive agencies. 

Z~ , Circumstances pertaining to deployment authorh:ationa in 
963 ' and subsequently, t o include, for each deployment, the infor.ulA•·!L"'"'!:"::.,:f•<t?. 

reque•t8d under paragraph one above. · · · 
. ·.· ' ··.:· .. . 

· 3. -· Any changes in the situation that may have occurred since l~6S -
(the time ot' the last deployment) which may reduce_ the continu~ n~eiff.;_;., 
for fonrarq deployment of chemical weapons in WESTP~C~ · - <--' •. 
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.. 4. . .Am.lysis . of the options available for either relocation or 
palial of the chexnical agents now stored on Okin.a:wa, ·to inciude: 

· ~·· ·c6nsideration of all feasible relocation sites in the 
Pacific; • . . 

b •. return of weapems to. Hawaii or CONUS; · 

c.; detOXification _of agents in Okinawa itself or elseWhere 
hi the Pacific; 

The pros aiui cons of each option considered above should take 
cognizance o£. such factors as: · 

'·. 
I • . 
t ' · It I. -
f 
I 

I· • ' 

C
-- ... 

. •... _; 
;;:..:- . 

~ . . . . :. . : . 

l 

. ·.· b." • rlak' involved m terrxrlnating the fo~rcl deployment 
o~ ~h~ca~ agents ~--wESTPACr · · · 

c~- ~blic sensitivity in the u:iuted States and-elseWhere 
· to the presence oz: prOJdplity . of chemical agents; 

··•·•·· ·. ·~·-· .. · .... ·· . . . .. 
. .. ;.;~M:»robaQle adverse impact on impending negotiations 
·Wit& the Micronesians regarc;ling the futu:re politi.ca1 statwl of . 

,_ the T'l'PI which would occur if chemical agents were r~deployed · · 
· to Gu~m; .· . . . ·. · · · ' .· . · . :_ . . 
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