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INTERVIEW WITH ROBER T A. LOVETT 
SECBETARY OF DEFENSE, SEPT. 1951 - JAN. 1953 

by 

ALFRED GOLDBERCI AND HARRY B. YOSHPE 
NEW YORK CITY 

MAY 13, 1974 

GOLDBERG: We might begin, MI'. Lovett, by askinl whether 

you were involved ill any way in planning £01' the national security 

structure which was brought into beinl by the National Secul'ity Act 

of 1947. 

LOVETT: Yea, I was, in aoremote way. In the War Department 

of which the Air Force waa a part at that time (it was then the Air 

Corpa), we had a very careful survey made of what was called 

" auto-..y". uaing the procurement machinery existing then under 

.Judie Patterson. But the Air Corps retained the choice - aelection of 

aircraft and specifications and the quaDtltlea and the setup 01 opera-

tional units, getting away from the awkward bualDe •• of baving a 

General Headquarters Air Force and then the Air Eorps in addition to 

that. It became almoat impo •• ible to operate intelliaently over a wide 

area of the earth with 80 cumbersome a setup_ So we were involved in 

straightening that ou.t firat. 

My involvemellt was firat there. Aa the war proareaa.d. toward 

the latter part of it. you recall. we went to COnll'e •• and bad bearings 
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a. I recall it before a Congressman (I think it_was 

Robert.oD of Virginia, rm not aure) and Carr Vinson who was a 

.tl"OIDI advocate of the Navy. W. weI". for a ,eparate Air Force • 
• 

Army was agl'eeable. We wel'e already operatil'1l successfully under 

aD autonomous al'raDgement with the Army. which was very well done 

as a matte r of fact .. 

GOLDBUG: May I interject a question here? Before you became 
. 

As.latant Secretary of War for Air did you have theae ideas about the 

desirability and even nece .. ity of a separate Ail' Force? Was this 

a conviction of yours' 

LOVETT: It was a cODviction of mine in one senee. I waa a 

Navy airman ill World War I. My winge were No 66. I was one of 

the early oneil involved,in that I was ODe of the firat to be sent abroad 

and was there attached to the British Royal Naval Air Service, having 

gotteD my French Military Brevet (my French winss) at Tours. in France. 

And the French had little or no available equipm~nt which wasn't already 

maJUled. 

The British had had a subs~antial Naval Air Arm which waa doing 

a beautiful job, operating of course with land plane.. So the query was. 

in effect. why do you have the Naval Ail' Service operating with land 

planes and another Air Service. quite different. operating under Army 

command? 
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The answers, of course, were composed largely of indication! of 

the speciality that was required in the way of training in each of those 

braDche B. It was no good sending an Anny airman, for example, out to 

try to spot a 8ubmarine, unless he knew what to do if he found it, and 

the British de"eloped what was then called the "fan bombing patteza, 11 

.If you see a submarine in a certain direction there are only certain 

things it can do. It can turn full left and full right or half forward or 

on a middle course, or it Can stand still, or it could theoretically 

reverse and dive or something of that 80rt. Obviously you had to be 

specially trained for that kind of work. 

I was then put in Charge of U. S. Naval Squadron No I, which was big 

night b.embers, after I had flown with the British at the front out of a 

place called Couderkerque. We flew Handley Page land-based bombers 

with the British, with the famous No 7 Squadron Royal Naval Air Service, 

which waB the 5th group Under Captain Lamb of the Royal Navy. Before 

goina: to them 1 had flown the Felix.towe Furies out of Harwich Harbour, 

which was usually a convoy trip. In other wordB, it waB a big flying 

Itoat with "RaU. Royce engines. 

All during that time we were planning to get the U. S. Naval Air 

Service properly equipped for use in both Bea and land operations. 

Clearly the most efficient plane, given landins fields, was a land plane. 

But the advantage of the seaplane iB you don't have to have a prepared 
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field. You CiLD go into baZ'boZ'8 and all sorts of things - so the selection 

of thoae two thing. in the operation of the two different type services 

became crystal clear in the night bombing activities in which I had 

operated in the land planes of the British Naval Command. We didn't 

have radar and the equipment which one has available today" but at 

night you had a better chance in that you couldn't be attacked in the 

Ilower planes by aingle leate-r fighters. 

GOLDBERG: What targets were you going after? 

LOVETT: We were going afteZ' Zeebrugge. Bruges. Oatend, 

Nieuwpo~t, Valenciennes, (Submarinel!basea) that kind of thiDi. 1 was 

~i~l?-_ them during the great Zeebrugge Raid, with Captain Carpenter of 

the Brithh Navy, who was in cOmInand. 

back to theae years? 

LOVETT: Go back to the experience of World War 1 and the 8weat, 

te_~~~ ... and blood which were shed tZ'ying to find the most effective way of 

getting at the enemy in the 1940s. Mind you, Germany had never been 

in~~~~J~y a!l~,?od¥, a!'80ciated with the Allies. It was virgin territory. 

and the only way we could get into Germany, in my view, having tried it, 

waa by air. It was clearly the moat effective way of disturbing and 

interrupting their communications - and communicationa, of course, was 

everything during the war. I mean trains, canals. boats and all 
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_ , .. --·GOLDBDG: Were you a1ao influenced by the British 

ezpemllce aacI the Briti.h e.tabUahment of the in~ependent Ail' Force? 

LOVETT: Yes, strongly. It was for the better. The Germans 

bad the same ~ng. Every Air Force 80 to apeak was independent. 

Except ourB • 

. GOLDBERG: Well,then,during World War U your views on this 

subject were ill accord with tho ... of Arnold aDd Spa.tll and the other 

• people who wanted an iDdepeadent Air Force. 

LOVETT: Oh.y.a. Not quite as far to the daht, if you choose. 

a. Arllold and some 01 the others were. I didn't believe that the 

Army was a .ubsidiary Service or the Navy was a 8ubaidiary Service 

at all. But 1 tbought tbe Air Force was en~itled to equality in consideration 

of the sbarins: of the national treasure which wa II being poured into 

defeD.e. 

GOLDBERG: What were·your views on the role of the Naval Air 

Service during the period of the unificatiOn hearings and 

LOVETT: Alain the Naval Ail' Service had a very definite role. 

It had' the atrike force;--of course, with the Navy. It should be very .. --.~.:",,- --_ ... - - - - _. 

powe~f~ together with the submarine •• And the Umitati.ol1 ~ lOO.mile. 

at aea, the 
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artificial limitation on the naval plane, was a~ ab8urdity a. the engine 

realibility increased, and there was no reason to aay that they bad to 

have a pontoon aircraft 01' boat to fly anything that flew. "Anymore than 

to aay the Navy ahoulcbi't bave any field piece or cannon or anything 

ewer, aay. a 3 inch gun. My views were really forged in the furnace 

of war it.elf, trying to get the operation done. Of course. in World 

WaJ' U. the 'effectiveness of the Navy arm was very apparent. If 

you take ~ny of the big battlea, you can see what thoae SBO. and TBt 

_ did there. You take torpedoea and launch them from all aidea of the 

veaael. by highly trained crewa and you've got an awful job defending 

yourself. 

GOLDBERG: Then you were more moderate in your views on the 

role of Navy Air than were Arnold and Spaatz and the other people. 

LOVETT: Yes, absolutely. This bU8inea.,that you c8:n scrap the 

carriers, that 80rt of thing; that waS nonsense. You couldnft acrap 

them, and you haven"t been able to scrap them aince. 

GOLDBERG: You left Washington then at the end of 1'145 or thereabouta 

aDd returned alain in 1947 as the Under Secretary of State. 

LOVETT:' I was afraid you were IOiDI to ask me that. ao I looked 

it up. It keeps slippiDfl - when you let to be '79 things aren't aa clear. 

I became Special Assistant to the Secretary of War on December 19. 1940. 

The bU1 estabUshing the post of the Asaistant Secretary of War for Air. 
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which wal really Secretary of Air. was palsed. but the Navy bill 

s •. ttin. up the Anistant Secretary of the Navy for Atr badnl t been 

passed. It was not enacted; it was only. before the CODgreas for 

consideration. So it wasnlt. until 1941, really after Pearl Harbor. 

that they lot off the chair and got walking. So at that point -

April 19, 1941, I became Assistant Secretary of War for Air. The 

Job. was then open. I resigned after the end of the war, on December 8, 

1945 and returned to New York and got myoid job back. 

Everytbin. went fine until July 1, 1947 when the telephone rang ~ 

at my home in Locust Valley, Lonl Island. while I was having 

bre,kfaat about 6:00 A. M. I heard my wife answer the phone and 

.~ called down to me that the White House was on the line. t thought 

it was lIome waggish friend of mine trying to be funny JSO "I went to the 

phone,and rather indi.nantly said, Ult'. awful early in the morning 

to try to be funny. II It wae the President. He said, "Bob,I wish you'd 

come down here becaulle George Marshall is goiDg to take over the 

Department of State. He saya he'll do that if you'll come down a8 

hi. Under Secretary. " 

·It was July 1. 1947 when I came down. That'swhen I wa. Under 

Secretary of State. I aerved there from July 1. 1947 until January 2.0. 1949. 
• A _ 

• _ .!~en I .!'~sigDed. -!..~ame back t~ N~w .Y~~~_~I1c:t_.~~_nt !o_ w~rk in banking and. ray-
---'~~--r~ '~~a.~~~ .. theouiiineasea in which I was born and brought up. Then in September 1950 
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the a.me thine happened a second time, much to the disgust of my 

partners, because if you bave a partnel'8hlp:ln a New York private 

bank, YOu bYe to be approved by the, bankilll board in the State of 

New York. Evel"Ytime I went down there 1 had to resign from every 

board and J.lad to sell everytbinl I bad that related to anything in 

which there was a poslible con.(llct of interest. When you work for 

tIM; Army or the Air Force you have dealings with almost every 

corporat~on in the country. So it w •• , a horrendous problem to take 

. care of, legally and otherwise. 

GOLDBERG: It explains why a lot of people don't take the jobs, 

do •• n't it? 

LOVETT: Oh,Yes. But I didnlt have any choice. The President 

said Qeneral Mar8hall would be Secretary of Defense if I would be 

hie Deputy. There isnlt that much of a choice when the Old Man 

aay.. I'eome on down. II So. in September 1950 I went down for the 

third time. 1 was there al Deputy Secretary of Defense until September 14, 

1951, at which point General Marshall was clearly quite ill. He re signed 

ancl the President asked me to be Secretary of Defense. General 

Marshall told me 1 bad to, so 1 did. t became Secretary of Defense 

on September 14, 1951 and resigned on Ja~uary 20. 1953, with the 

chanle of the Administration. 
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GOLDBERG: May I raise a question whi~h is related at least 

partly to the period when you were UncleI' SecretaJ'y of State and 
.; 

then ~ter when you were at'Defense. You are acquainted, I'm 

sure,with the so-called I' evisionist h.istorians who have postulated 
hypotheses 

at leaat two / concernin, U. S. foreign policy. and particularly 

U. S. -Soviet relations for the cold war period. They hold that 

flr*t much of our policy, including our military and economic 

asststance pro,ram. w •• motivated by a.lfish interest. particularly 

• •• onomic self interest. And second. we are probably more responsible .. 
for the cold war and t~ arms competition since 1945 than the Soviets 

are. Can you think of any specific instances of U. S. policy and U. S. 

behavior which in any way would support theae theaea. 

LOVETT: No, I can't. I think it's an absolutly fala. premise. 

It' a been fostered. as you know, by the Profeasor at Wisconsin. 

William Appleman Williams. Anyway, I feel ao atron,ly onthia that 

I have repeatedly argued about this whole affair. I was delighted 

to see 80me time ago that others were taking an utterest in it. including 

this September/October 1972 issue of "Freedom of Is aue.1.WI 5. II 

here in New York. It deala with the subject extremely well. It"a 

written by Robert Jamel Maddox. 

GOLDBERG: Yes. Maddox has now published a book which does 
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• very thoroulh job of .bowing what pOOl' sch~lar. the I' evi810Di.t 

-b.i.-todan8 have been. 

.. 
LOVETT: When you Itart out with a precODceived ide. and then 

try to di.tort history so a. to conform it to your idea you are headed 

for di.a.ter. I think these fe llow. have made absolute monkey. of 

them.elve •• althou,h they have.persuaded a con.iderable DUlnber of 

people of 100d faith and therefore acquired a following. But I tlU.Ilk 

itt. ab.olutely nOD.enle. I know ablolutely no .ituatioD which could 

posaibly be twilted into ,iviDg them support. If you want to aet a 

,oad deal more first-band iniorlnation on that you -might call OD 

Governor Harriman, down in Washington, who feela a. atronaly about 

it a. the re.t of u' who then .aw thingl at first hand. 

GOLDBERG; We have bad thi •• alne reaction from all the people 

..elve been talking to and who were involved. Clark Clifford ,.ve 

u •• dislertation on this Bubject. 

LOVETT: Well. it ia an outraleoua attempt to distort history. 

Itls ludicrous to even put the label of scholarship on it. 

YOSHPE: My immediate interelt, Mr. Lovett, i. the Office of 

Secretary of Defense during it. initial three year. of trial and tribulation. 

Thia waa the period follow inS the enactment of the Unification Act. 

LOVETT: That wae the Forrestal - John.on period. 

10 
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YOSHPE: In reviewing the literature of thi. period ODe thin, 

atands out quite clearly. The Unification Act waa a compromiae • 

FOl'restal tried to live with it and make it work, but found that it 

waa necessary to recommend baaic changes which unfortunately 

cHdn't come into being until after he bad resigned. 

LOVETT: It was amended in '49, wasn't it? 

YOSHPE: That is correct, air. 

LOVETT: The only thing that made it work really was just a 

aeriea of coincidences. Forrestal and I were very close friends 

and neighbors So waa Artemus Gatea, who ~. my opposite Number 

in Naval Air. And so. of course. waa Dean Acheaon at State. 

There was here a group of people who lived together. worked together 

in other circumstances, who knew and trusted each other~ So we could 

do away with the interminable conferencea, committee meetinga,and 

all that aort of thing. You could pick up the ~hone and say to Gates. 

"What about this new order for Pratt and Whitney Engines - - 4360-. 

Why are we getting luch a burn delivery on it'? He'd say. "Well 

I don't know, but I'Ulook it up and call you back, II and that took care 

of that. Now that saved probably 3 or 4 daya of paper shuffling. The 

a.me thing could be done throuihout Government,eo that althoulh the 

incorrectly drawn National Security Act bad these wide open hiatuses 

in it, -it still operated. In my view. this was the reault largely of the 

11 
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carryover of the tl'U.t t.t existed between the old line department. 

and the knowledge of the 'peeial interelt that each had in thi •• that. ____ '-J
P

-

or the other field. I don't think that would be po .. ible totiay. 

YOSHPE: Of cour.e, you remember your letter to Pre.ident 

Tl'Uman of October '52 which i. a classic and il quoted in every book 

that deat. with Defen.e organization and management as pointing out 

.ome of the real probleml that persisted even beyond the Forre.te.l-

Jolm.on perloeJ. The problem. with the Jes. for esample.and a1.0 

the problem. of the board .tructure for the Munitions Board and 

the Reliearch and Development Board. So tbat you've had the.e 

imperfections. It hal often been said that the problems of tryinl 

to run the DefeDse eltablhhment in the face of the.e difficulties 

undermined Forrestal'. health. I. there truth in that? 

LOVETT~ I wouldn't say that those problems were the one,., 

Jim Forrestal was a very inten.e maD anyway, but he had himself 

uder strict control. He was never one to show emotion - containing 

that all the time wal what 1 think put 8uch extra tension on hbn. I 

remember that he was flown down to Hobe Sound after hi. breakdown. 

They phoned me and asked me if I would meet him, which I did - ae 

I aay, he was a very dear. close friend of miDe. And when he got 

out of the plane over at the air ba.e~ we stood under the shadow of 

the tail·plane becau.e it was hot .s the hinges at that time of day. 
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When he came clown and he offioaded his 101£ clubs, ball,and that 

sort of thine • I Baid to Jim, "I'm glad you broulht your golf c:lubs 

beca.se I'm goil1l to take every elon.; you've lot h.re. ft.· Not a 

crack of a smile. anel he finally turneel to me and saiel. "You know, 

they're really after me." 

I'd been. warneel,of course. by Eberetadt over the phone that 

Fo~re.tal was in bad shape. But to shorten the story. he was at 

that time a completely different perioD from the one I knew. We 

finally got him back to WUhinlton. Ed Shea, ·his roommate at 

Princeton. came up from Texas aacl· stayed there with him. and slept 

in the room with him the whole time. But be obviou81y was in very 

bael shape. 

Now part of that tension was not the result of the problems of 

ruIUling the Department but the fact that he had been dabbling a little 

bit in poUtics. In other words. he had been. dealing with the Republican 

siele while a Democratic: appointee. Not tn any sly way but simply 

maintaining his position - I think he wanted to continue in the job 

til case of the challie. I believe that had something to do with it. 

But that. I would aay. would not be for pubUcation. 
- the 

YOSHPE: Some of the material. including/Forrestal diaries, 

eeemeel to indicate that he bad expected to stay on at least until May. 
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LOVETT: He had hoped, I think. to stay 011. He waB obses.ed 

witb the idea that his phone calls were beiDa bUSied and that "they" .- - ~, 

(it was bard to identify they)were some anti-Forrestal gr.C)up in the 

Administration. They. the enemy. wbo was it? He was not of Bound 

. 
mind at that time, in my view. 

YOSHPE: 1a it correct to say that the mechanisms for the 

coordination of military, foreiaD, and economic polley that had been 

e.tabUsbed under the National Security Act of 1947 were not working 

well enouah in that period, and that in the abaence of national policy 

Forre.tal lacked an adequate basis on which to judie military require-

mentsl 

LOVETT: No, I don't think that would be a reasonable conclusion 

to draw. The problems were il!-herent in the competition by the three 

Services for a smaller and smaller amount of money and in the political 

atmosphere of the moment. The NSC. in my view, waB very usefuli 

Forrestal or other member. could use it as a sounding board for a 

policy statement, but clearly the President - and this is what I always 

emphasized and was impre88ed with - the President must be given 

options. not just told that this.is the thina to do. It's ~ responsibility, 

constitutiona.lly ~re.ponsibility. and therefore, he's entitled to 

advice. Now that advice was available through the State - Army-Navy~ir 

CoorcUnating Committee at all times. and if you wanted to bring it up 

14 
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The NSC ",a. ",orkin, well during Forre~tall8 time. The President 

rarely sat in OIl the unimportant meeting •• but when you catne up to a 

major polley decision the NSC could say,UWe heard the ';iew8 of the 

Navy. Army, Air Force and the State Department. We think that 

perhapa thi. would be a desirable national policy but the alternatives 

to thb, if you don't want to do this,are this or that. fI Things were 

r.rely made aa clear as that. One of Forrestal' s problems was that 

he believ.ed strongly, I think. in 80rt of a Secretariat to operate this. 

• whereas. the fundamental purpose of the NSC waa to provide the 

President with a vehicle whicb would bring him the views in their 

disparity and ~ot on an agreed position. That l
• about it. 

QOLDBERG: Another issue from this aame period was raised 

with us by a number of people. It falls right into your State 

J)epartment period. That was the Palestine problem. 

The Defen.e Department had very strong views on this, and the 

State Department did also. 

LOVETT: I was tbe alent in State who bad to take the rap in this 

thing and do most of the ground work 80 lIve a lively recollection. 

Pick aome particular question --

GOLDBERG: Ireally wanted to aak how State looked at the 

National Security a.peets of the iaaue at tbat time. I know how the 

15 
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Defense Department was looking at it. and I've seen a lot of the State 

document .. for the period too, but we're interested in hearing about 

it from your level and General Marshall's. 
,i 

, .LOVETT: Well, you remember the American position set lorth 

by Senator Austin at the United Nations meeting. It was. in effect, 

that this small country of a milllon and one half people, surrounded 

by.40 million Arabs, was nonviable unless it could be assured of an 

um~joella of so~e sort. It wall OD that basis that the theory of the 

• trusteeship was developed which would give them an independent 

country, but place them in the hands of a group of trustees until 

such time as they either matured into ~ viable nation or until some 

method of living could be worked out with the Arabs. 

We were ultimately defeated on tut. I say we, this country'. 

point of view did not prevail. and it didn't prevail because it was 

(waht vigorou.ly by the Israelis. Now th~ atmosphere was embittered. 

and that was the thing which caused most of the attacks on Forrestal. 

In my view. it wae one of the principal causes for his mental condition. 

The constant unrelenting attack. on Forrestal. I was less visible 'as 

a Government official. They we re bad enough. God knows. on me. 

I rec:eived telepb~ne calla at 11 olclock at night. with threats: 

"welll get you-you 80 and so." And I got telegrams from every 
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conceivable agency - Haganab, Had.asah, Rabbi Abba HillelSi1ver -

everybody pres.uruag me to do this, that, and the other thin,_ Give 
~ ....... -.. 

the.e people. independence. You give them independence and they 

let overrun - what do you do then? So it w.s'-ense of conscience 

in this country, bein, willing to help them and not leading them 

down the larden path to utter de.truction. It was a very serious 

problem. 

Ultimately, 1 think, we took t~,.e. right step. The.Pre.ident made 

the deebioll after both sides were clearly explained to him. He made 

the choice. but tbe pro-Arab and pro .. laraeli groups around Washington 

in the various Government departments were still extremely active 

e"en after the President's decision. So the effect On Forre8tal was 

devastating. There was no question about it. The effect on me was 

bad enough. The danger wa. that .ome darn fool. some fanatic would 

.et into the act. There was no U8e in gettina me a. SeCl'et Service guard, 
it. 

the Pre.ident was very in.istent about I I talked him out of it through 

General Mar.hall, becau8e here I was, living at 2425 Kalorama 

Road - all a fe1low Meded to do was get on a bicycle with a couple 

of hand grenades in hi. pocket, drive past my home. drop the srenadea 

throu,h the bedroom window, and drive off. 

YOSHP.E: Secretary Johnson took an awful beating from. the Press 

when :Korea broke. He was looked upon a. a budget- chopper; 
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he had cut too much mulde even thoulb be claimed he was cutting fat 

-
ancl not muscle. The feelinl Beems to be that he Ihould have admitted 

that,he went too far. Inltead he wal laying "we're ~trong. we're 

capable." He waB not heiul honest with the public, and he lot an 

awful lot of flak from newspaper columnisU at that time, What were 

the circumstance. lIur:roundiDg .Johnsonl. departure? 

LOVETT: 1 know nothinl about that at all. I was an innocent 

little Wall Street banker then, and the first thinll knew about -

Ob I'd read occaBional comment. in the pre.s, but 1 had no first hand 

information. The first I knew about the eYentl was when I wal 

telephoned and told that he wal out and General Marshall in, and 

would I come down. 

I doubt very mucb whether the eventB woulcl bave changed even 

bad we had twice 808 much readiness. You can only let a certain 

number of troop. into action in a country as 'horrible a8 Korea. We 

weren't without troops. and we weren't without supplies. And we had 

a left hand while the right hand w •• bUIY fightin,: we had thie Iuperb 

Japaneee manufacturing plant. 150 milel away. It was a fantastic 

.et of circum.tances -- they would rebuild t~ck. and artillery 

pieces and everything elle in a fraction of the time it would take for 

UI to ,et lIew ones from thi8 country. So I doubt very much whether 

it'. really a yalid criticism of Johnson. 
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Depart'ment and, in general, a low .tate of morale. I don't know what 

would happen. fot' example, today if we got into an emerlency lituation. 

I hate to think of what the relpoDse to the call to arm. would be. You 

have a quarter of a million deserter. and defector. and evader. out of 

the country. You hav. the member. of the military establishment 

he~d in low repute. You have perf~nnaDCe of certaill of the military, 

other thaD the highly trained one.; of a very low grade. I would have 

_ .rave doubt. aa to our competence today - iD:t'act I am myself persuaded 

that we are no longer the No.1 power,militarily.that we were reJatively 

a few yearl ago. RUI.ia haa replaced UI in their orgaDbation. in 

the quaUty of their equipment, and certainly in·their determination. 

To be quite blunt about it. 1 doubt whether this country could 

fi,ht a war with the ruthle.sne •• that it takes to win today. It'. very 

.ignificant that a little country like I8l'ael, for which I have enormous 

admirati'on. here is a country with 80me 3 million - with no reserve 

.upply of manpower at all. Everybody working like Trojans, standing 

off five countries • outnumbered I don't know how many to one - a 

ridic:ulou8 fi,ure c:ertainly - and doing it with an alac:rity and a 

predaion which i8 quite fa8cinating to anybody who has been trained 

in thi. type of thing. It's amazing. Now the utterly ruthle •• eye -for-eye. 
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tooth-for-tooth, kind of thing - thil buaine8. is carried too far by 

• 
them, in my opiDion. and in 80me caee8 in t&eir own opinion. When, 

for in8.tance, they retaliate on the Arab virllage and wipe out 48 or 50 .. 
people - 80methins of that 80rt. But nobody ia loiag to lay a finger 
.' .. '. 

OD. the Ieraeli troops without havUs.g that fiD&er burnt Dr perhaps c:ut 

off. It b that kind of prestige militarily speaking. not humanly but 

militarily - it. that kind of prestige which is worth many. many 

diVi.ions. of troop •• 

A ,ood example in our history is the Texa. Rangers. 0Ile Company 

covered a border that was terrifyingly lone. They c:ould send OI1e 
;' -' 

Ranier to a town like Beaumont and put a riot down. simply because 

the people there knew if anybody attacked him, ~lled him particularly, 

they would simply have the daylilh~s beaten out of them •. I'm tryinl 

to make the point that it isn't adequate to Bay, "You ~educ:ed the troops 

in numbers too much. It We had plenty of t1·oop. looking at it from the 

.... ~ outside. lwa8n't there (Korea) at the start of this thinl. but we had 

plenty of troops, plenty of ships, plenty of planes, plenty of everything; 

we just didn't know enough to hit hard at the .tart. 

aOLDBERG: Would you :ay the same thing about Vietnam? 

LOVETT: Viemam. 1 think, was the very height of stupidity 

from the start. I think it was incredibly bad judsment to ,et into this. 

w. wez. aold a bill of gooda, and I believe it was a horrible affair and 

a eli_aater because we went into it without any determination to win 

the thing. 
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GOLgBERG: Was~. y,our view in 1944 and 1965. 
, .. 

LOVETT: Oh yea, I knew it was an a"'urdity from the start. 

Itla the mo~t God .. awful country. 

GOLDBERG: Could I ,0 b&ck a little bit to 1948 - 49 and •• k 

whether you were involved in or related to ttae"B-36/Carrier 

controversy of that period. You were surely vety much aware of 

it. 

LOVETT: I was involved ill it in the selRe that Jim Forrestal 

ueed to Itop by the house on the way home for dinner. As 10. al 

the ll,ht wal on in the library held stop by. He had the B-36 on 

hb mind. Now the B-36 was not a very lood plane. but tlJat wal a 

product of the deaire to Ihow that you didn't need carriers at all, 

I suppose. But.of cours •• I wal involved in it in the lens. that .Tim 

would come and say, "Whatdo you think about these planes, can we 

do It wi.thout the carriere?" Of courle, the anlwer iS t ''No, you 

can't. tI 'You can do the job with carrier •• but with one carl'ier 

cOlting God knows how many billion of dollars, the coat il enormous. 

ltd hate to think what it would COlt today with all of the target-seeking 

device.. TV. beam riders. all that 80rt of thin.. You're putting an 

awful lot of elg. in one basket. The basket hal 10 many holel 

in the bottom of it that I'd think you'd be in mortal danger all the time. 

SO YCN can't jUlt rely on that. 
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Nor can you just ~ely on the B .. 36. With the su:rface -to-air 

mi~si1es which we were then perfectina_ sooner or later you would - . 

,et something out of White Sands or some other place - ·..,here you 

toueh a button and this thing would go up and smack the aire raft 

DO matter what the altitude was. I remember lIeein, tb.e tellte that 

were run out there. 1 think it shook up the Air Force quite a lot 

becauae yaa had a surface-to-air missile which actually changed . 
direction in the air. if 'II as a target aeeker of first cla.s quality. 

And thell when the Ramo outfit produced this air-to-air missile 

which sought out the hot exhaust from the aircraft.you had a very 

valuable weapon. So, no matter what it was equipped. with, the B-36 

was very vu~nerableto anything of that sort. 

QOLDBERG: Your position, then, was a rather moderate one 
USAF and Navy 

in which you .aw a need for both/weapon systema and for appropriate 

nU •• ion. for both Services, and nO doubt you deplored the controversy 

'and animus displayed over thb i .. ue. 

LOVETT: That's a fair statement. A. I 8aid earlier in our 

cODvereation here. I d ld Dot believe that the right wing. the extremists 

On the right, were on solid ground. It bas been proven over and over 

&lain. You can destroy something from the air, you can deny the enemy 

control there, but you can't seize and occupy unle •• you have a much 
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wider type of military power to exploit. I think the 8-36 .. carrier dwpate 

was in part a b~tle of personalities amOlaI the military participants 

at that time. Radford had everybody's back up - everybody'a. And 

certainly Hap Arnold and hi. successora didn't do anything to cool 

it off. So it was normal to expect to have trouble while those characters 

were still in. The only thing t~ do was to .et them all out. 

YOSHPE: In hia autobiography, Dean Acheson had aome very 

1DiflatteriDI remarks about Johnaon - in·fact at ODe point he waa 

codaellt that he was out of hie mind. Inumuch aa he had been 

a •• ociated with rather drastic budget cutting and alI the fighting 

and feudina with the Service people, would you 8ay that President 

Tr~man had 108t confidence in .Johnson' 8 ability to lead when the 

Korean War broke out? 

LOVETT: Oh,l think ao, I think ao. 

YOSHPE: But did Preaident Truman feel that .Johnaon had 

aerved a ueeful purpose during the time that he was there? 

LOVETT: I don't really know, MI'. Yoahpe. 1 tried to avoid 

aUrriDg the muddy waters any more than was Dec.eseary to eee what 

waa below. It was clear that the release of .Johnson was an abrupt 

determination. and aa you know, one of President Truman's gifts 

" ' 

was the ability to reach a decision under pre.sure. rm sure frcnn 

23 

era:: - ... _, --r; t.~· . - ,. ....... ,"- . 
I 



Page determined to be Un"'c1(;~lit~ 
Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS 
lAW EO 13526. Section 3.5 

Date' APR 0 : 2013 

hi. attitude toward General Mar.ball and indeed toward me which 

_" " •• 80 tru,.ting. 80 forthright. 80 heartwarming. that he would Dot 

withhold that kind of support except after be had been Irievously 

let down. I can't imagine Mr. Johnson and President Truman 

GOLDBERG: Of course, that, raise. questions about the reason 

for the appointment in the first place. Moat people are pretty generally . 
alreed that it waa a rewa,rd' for Johnson'. services in tlae 1948 election. 

YOSHPE: On thil matter of the '48 election, Mr. Lovett,. we 

gather that FOl'reatal didn't go to bat fol' Truman in the campaign. 

He felt that he was. above politics. At tbe aatne time. he did ait 
80 

at meetings with Dewey and they talked a bit. He 8eemed/eure that 

Truman would lose the election that he was Betting the ground for 

tzoanaition to the new Administration. 

GOLDBERG: May I point out that Mr. Truman had a.sured both 

Ceneral }4arahall and Forrestal that they would not be expected to 

participate in the election in any way. 

LOVETT: I was going to make that point. They were given a 

complete exemption, and they were aD told. In my case, for example, 

the Pzoesident aaid, "I don't care who telephones you and aays that I 

want you to go out and help Mr. 80 and 80. I will not have tbe 
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Department of Defense or the Department o( State campailning or 

--taking part in thia campaign, aDd if aaybody calla you, refer them 

" ~ 
to me. Don't anawer them yourself. just say. I refer you to the 

President. " That'. a fact. 

YOSHPZ: But it's a1ao a fact from what you aald earlier in our 

discusaion that then waa a feeling that Forl"estaJ. was deaUns with 

the Itepublicans. 

LOVETT: Definitely. 

YOSHPE: And which no doubt must bave been offeasive to 

the President. 

LOVETT: Yes. 

GOLDBERG: And. yet biB motives in doinl it. presumably. 

were bigh-minded one. - brinling about an appropriate transition. 

LOVETT: Forreatal would not have stooped to aDythina even 

approaching • disloyal ac t. 

GOLDBERG: People who knew anything about it aaw it sol~ a8 

an effort to bl"ing about the right kind of tran8ition. 

LOVETT: I think that'a correct. Nowif yourve covered moat 

of your 8ubJect, I suggest we get aome lunch becau8e I have a relatively 

early date - at 1:30 - and I want to make aure that we've done everything 

we can for you. 

GOLDBERG: I think we've covered most of the ground. We'll 

have a chance for further discu8sion at luoch. Thank you, Mr. Lovett. 
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