e or ealik g

- a:pngms”ﬂ of the ‘)ai_iitzd._ﬁta
w - Committee on Fortign ﬂmf,r_s

LR Lt~ oust of Representatioes
Lo Abashington, B.€. 26515

. December 1, 1983

1 Honorable Caipit:ﬂ.;'Weinbe'i'gerﬁi:-f L o Unciac
¢ Secretary of Defense: .~ .. ‘"Page determined to be Unclassifi
J  emage e e

] .72 Washington, D,C.. 20301 = = IAWEO 1as2s, o

3 .Waajhingtor‘l, D.C 20301 - Dae oep 24 AW

g i '*lDear_Mr;iSec:etggy; :

S have"-‘it’_ecéi'vejsever‘al pieces of 'correspondenéé frg
Mayor: 5§ward; Koch ‘conveyin ,
“which cite statements made during

3 abian Defe Minister earlier this year
certain that Mayb:,*xqchfg}concérns have been brought to- i
‘ /80 "ﬂiII‘ﬁdt-?beJ,qb'p;- you with the details of §

d in-the publicatio ,
ihhnkLiéﬁﬁfdfjibur'pi:iénce and cooperation) If yo
r that a member of your staff contact my office by pHa
.may -contact Susan ‘Andross of my subcommittee staff at

errors containe

.

(2 -M- 3 (2|

'8
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-Dear Congressman°

Secretary Weinberger asked ‘that I reply to your lette

‘December 1, 1983, in regard to the matter of the purpag
. transcript of his meeting with Prince Sultan, which wq

published in the Lebanese newspaper Al Safir.

" Having a 80 attended that meeting, I can assure you thitiift
purported transcript is a total falsehood and another
of .crude disinformation. As you may be aware, hostil

~ligence services often resort to published forgeries X

 effort to influence U.S. public opinion. We have not
able to ascertain the origin of this forgery, as the at
of the news story, Al Safir's Washington Corresponden
Rafeh claims--that he received the document.in.French,-m
in an envelope with a Paris postmark. It is clear,
that it aims to discredit Secretary Weinberger throug
imputation that he is concealing information from the if
and is overly close to the Saudis, as well as publicizin
close U.S.-Saudi defense cooperation in a manner to a
opposition both among supporters of Israel in the U.S.
perhaps. .among radical Arabs.

. Please be adviaed that no transcript of the proceed1n~
.-kept, Naturally Secretary Weinberger sent a reporting
to the President and the Secretary of State immediate
lowing the talks. As you know, these cables are alwa
and are communicated only to those in the White Houae
State Department who have a need to know. e

’(

In general ‘terms, the princlpsl focus of the meeting
Lebanon ‘crisis, ‘as the meeting took place at .the time
Shultz wai»conducting ‘his shuttle diplomacy in the:Mi
in his effort ‘to break the deadlock.. Secretary: Wainbel i
most interesced in ‘exploring approaches by ‘Saudi . Arabj'
- would" perouada 8yria to withdraw from Lebanon, as' Iara-

; ? withdraw ita forces. ; :




© In addition to thése topics, the whole range of bilateral
security relations was also discussed, as is the case eve
time we hold our joint military meetings with the Saudis.
I can assure you that, of course, no commitments were mad
_on arms sales, as obviously none could be made without the}

é - gsupport of both the Executive and the Legislative Branche
by -This is very well known to the Saudis as a result of the
3 _debates over the AWACS planes and other items. That is W,
i; the newspaper article is so absurd.’ S '

e ‘Sincerely,
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S e * Richard L. Armitage
S . 77 pAssistant Secretary of Defense
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